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INTRODUCTION
One of our favorite writers is Kent Nerburn who has written many books on Indian spirituality.
One of his most recent books is entitled, “Voices in the Stones, Life Lessons from the Native
Way.” In his early career, Nerburn was hired to teach Ojibwe children on the reservation in
Northern Minnesota. He was counseled by an Ojibwe elder to “Always teach by stories.” Nerburn
received that advice over 30 years ago. It still remains sage advice even today, but is often
forgotten.
Before the Indian removal, the elders always taught the younger generation at tribal gatherings the
stories of their culture and history. Children were taught by their parents, grandparents, uncles and
aunts about how to live connected to the earth and their surroundings. Stories played a big part in
these teaching. Those that migrated to this New World, also taught the younger generations about
how to live and stories of their culture. Unfortunately, today, it seems the telling of stories and
teaching skills as a part of our upbringing has been lost. The old ways have been replaced with the
cell phone in the hands of everyone, googling to get the information they need or just playing
games to waste away their idle time. In a restaurant recently, we observed a young man who
appeared to be eating with his parents or grandparents. The whole time until his food arrived, his
head was buried in his cell phone and he hardly ever looked at his relatives. It is a sad commentary
on our future generations. The stories of our history and way of life for many are being lost for
lack of communication.
For those of us in the older generations and those involved with learning Native Science and
dowsing, stories are an important part of what we are doing. For many years as we visited Native
American sites, we were limited to our observational skills and empirical assessments of what we
observed. For the most part, the stories of these sites, unless researched by the scientific
community, remained hidden from view. But now, with the help of our understanding of Native
Science and dowsing, the stories of some of these sacred locations are beginning to unfold. The
Indian spirits have granted us the privilege of knowing the stories that are appropriate for us to
know. And, where appropriate, we can share those stories with others who should know.
In the last two years, through the use of the dowsing phenomenon, through the gift of knowing and
through Native Science, many stories from sacred sites across the Nation have become partially or
fully known. With that knowledge, we can begin to understand the importance of these sites,
appreciate more fully the expertise and depth of knowledge the Native American’s had, and work
harder to document and preserve these sites from a society which does not appreciate or care about
Indian sites.
There are too many sites visited in the past two years to share all their stories but several stand out
as important examples of what we can be learned and how that is changing our understanding of
history.
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THE STORIES WE HAVE LEARNED
The Hanging Marker Tree
In Mentone, AL is a unique Marker Tree which was first located about 6 years ago near an old
church that is no longer open. Even though the church is not in use, members of that community
obviously know the tree is special and have lovingly cared for it over its life. Over the past few
summers on trips out west, we would
stopped to visit this tree and pay our
respects. It wasn’t until a year ago, that we
finally learned the story of this unique tree.
The Marker Tree is located in an area
which was known to be Cherokee territory
in NE Alabama. Nearby, the boundary
between the Creek and Cherokee territory
exist so either tribe could have bent this
tree. But neither tribe did. So, if the
Cherokee and Creek did not bend this tree,
who did and why were they there?
It took a while to determine that the tree
was bent by Chickasaw’s. What we learned
from dowsing the tree is that a Chickasaw
hunting party encountered a group of
traders in the early 1700’s. One of the
young warriors decided he could take what
he wanted from the traders and not pay for
it. In the outback of these lands in the
1700’s, there was no law except by the gun
or tribal council. The traders became the
law, judge and jury and they hung the
warrior from a tree.

Mentone AL Tree

The Chickasaw Warrior is buried directly
in front of the Marker Tree bent by his
fellow Chickasaws. If you look closely at
the end of the bent portion of the tree, the
tree is bent back on itself and the vertical
limb is then passed under the 45-degree
bent part of the tree to form a vertical.
Mentone Tree - Noose
Where the tree is bent back up, there
appears to be a noose formed by the tree. Obviously, the Chickasaws wanted those that passed this
location to know what happened to their fellow warrior and the tree tells that story to those who
can read the signs. This is the only tree of thousands we have found that has this unique bend.
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Maybe it is a story about the injustice of frontier law or a story about don’t steal. Whichever it may
be, the Chickasaws knew some special skills in bending Marker trees.
Stories of Indian Slavery
When we hear stories of slavery, we most often think of the black slaves imported into this country
beginning in the 1600’s and continuing throughout the 1800’s. Alan Gallay stated in his book,
“The Slave Trade: The Rise of the English Empire in the American South, 1670-1717” that during
that colonial period, there were more Indian slaves being exported through the port of Charleston
than there were black slaves being imported. Most of the eastern tribes and a few western tribes
were heavily into the business of slavery. Attacks on less war-like tribes resulted in the capture of
tribal members who were sold off into slavery. Others, were kept in the tribe to replace tribal losses
from battles. The 1835 Cherokee census showed that there were 16,542 tribal members and 1,592
slaves in the southeast. Many of these slaves were taken with the Cherokee on their Trail of Tears
in 1838.
Therefore, it is not uncommon to find black or Indian slaves associated with Indian sites especially
in the southeast. What has seemingly been uncommon heretofore, is to find them there after the
Indian removal. In the past two years, slave graves have been found at three sites in GA where no
Indian villages had been previously documented. Historians have reported that after the mid1700’s in North GA, only the Cherokee remained and the Creeks had moved south of Atlanta. Our
research has shown that fact to be in error. Our findings, show the Creek and Cherokee living in
harmony in North GA up until the removal of
1838.
The Buckanan Marker Tree
Buchanan GA is located in that part of GA
which was ceded by the Creek Indians in 18251827. Supposedly, after ceding their land, the
Creeks moved to Alabama about 15 miles to the
west. After the Creeks left, the land was
surveyed under the GA Land Lottery System
and divided into county districts and further
divided into 202.5-acre Land Lots which were
awarded to Georgians. This land was initially in
Carroll County District 7 on Land Lot #74.
Carroll County was divided in 1856 and
Haralson County was formed which is the
current location of the tree. The tree is located
on the Court House grounds.
In the 1827 Land Lottery, Uriah Williams of
Henry County, GA was awarded LL #74. There
is no record that we have found that states Mr.
Williams occupied the land. Many of those that

Buchanan Marker Tree
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were awarded Land Lots sold them to the highest bidder. The area around LL #74 in Carroll County
in 1827 remained sparsely populated until Haralson County was formed.
To the west of the court house is Cochran Creek. Although no record can be found of Indian
activities in the area around LL#74, there was likely an Indian village in this vicinity. 2.4 miles
south of the court house was the major Indian Trading Path sometimes called the Alabama Road
or the Sandtown Trail since it came west from the Creek Indian village known as Sandtown near
the Chattahoochee River in Atlanta. About 6.5 miles to the west of Buchanan, Highway 100 was
another major Indian trail.
The Haralson Court House Marker Tree
The suspected Marker Tree was visited on 25 November, 2017 and evaluated. It was determined
that there was an underground stream directly under the tree flowing in the direction of the pointer
at 028 degrees. Further, a single energy line was also located passing directly through the tree and
in the direction of 028. These two measurements confirmed the tree as being an authenticated
Indian Marker Tree.
Having confirmed the tree as being authentic, we next began to assess the tree’s purpose. Many of
the trees were used to mark water sources, stream crossings or trails. However, this tree has the
distinct features of being a grave pointer tree. The three vertical members of the tree signify three
graves. There are sometimes knobs located opposite the pointer that tell the number of graves but
no knobs were found. Dowsing can be used to find the graves. The three graves are located directly
in front of the pointer arm and lying adjacent to each other. These graves are directly on the center
of the underground stream and energy line. Using dowsing, you can determine the gender of the
grave and all three graves are women.
Using the phenomenon of dowsing and Native Science, one can also make an assessment about
the history of this Marker Tree and the graves located there. What was determined is that the three
women are Creek Indian woman who were slaves and ran away from their master in 1849. These
three women are Black Creek Women whose ages are 24, 34, 43.
The fact that there are Indian slaves in Carroll County in 1849, twenty-two years after the 1827
Creek Indian Removal requires some comments. In many of the Indian Treaties, there was a
provision wherein an Indian could renounce their membership of the tribe and apply to become a
US citizen. If they did, they would be given a parcel of land often 160 acres. No such provision
was found in the 1827 Treaty but that may not have had to be written in each treaty. It is known
that both the Creek and Cherokee Indians in this part of GA owned slaves many of who were black
slaves. The removal records show that many of the Indians took their slaves with them on the
removal. Further, many of these slaves were adopted into the tribe. And, some remained in Georgia
legally or illegally.
If there was an Indian village near LL #74 and if an Indian declared their allegiance to the US at
the time of the treaty, then they could have stayed in the area and they could have kept their slaves
for farming the land assuming they purchased a LL from an 1827 Lottery recipient. It is possible
that the land owner of these slaves was a Cherokee Indian and not a Creek. Since, the Indian raids
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of tribal villages resulted in capture of prisoners, some of which were black slaves. Thus, since the
slaves were determined to Creek, they might have been captured many years prior to the removal
and remained in the Buchanan area with their master.
The Saga of the Women Slaves
The slaves were probably pursued by the GA Militia or the owner and they were captured. At that
time in GA history, one would assume the owner would handle the punishment of the runaway
slaves. However, if the militia were involved, then there was probably government involvement
and the slaves would have been prosecuted in the Carroll County courts. While they were awaiting
prosecution and subsequent punishment, they would have been placed in jail. In jail, they possibly
contacted cholera and subsequently died. These women were buried in the area which was
probably owned by their master. Their relatives bent the tree sometime in 1850-1 making it around
167 years old. The tree is 38 inches in diameter and is a white oak.
The Newnan Site
We were asked by the owner of the Newnan, GA site
to evaluate it in late 2017 as a suspected Indian site.
This area is located in Coweta County District 2, on
LL’s # 147 and 174. The reason the owner suspected
the site as being Indian was because there was a tree
bent on the property that appeared to be a Marker tree.
Under our old criteria, this tree would have been
discounted as it is only 9 inches in diameter. However,
upon evaluating the tree it was determined to be a
Marker tree bent in 1942. This tree was determined to
have an underground stream directly under the tree and
two Earth Energy Lines crossing directly in front of the
Marker tree with one line going through the tree from
east to west.
Finding Marker Trees dated after the Indians reportedly
had left this area is very unusual. But to find them 117
years after they left required a lot more analysis of this
Indian site.
Newnan Tree
The Marker Tree shape indicated that it might be
pointing at a grave. The area in front of the pointer was searched with dowsing and the grave of a
2-year old female child was located. This child was determined to be a full-blood Cherokee and
the graves of her parents were located adjacent to her, all on energy lines. The mother died in 1965
at age 55 and the father was determined to have died in 1976 at age 65 years. This was an
astounding finding! How could there be full blood Cherokee Indians located in Coweta County in
1940-1976? Thus, began the detail assessment of this site.
When we have located crossing energy lines, particularly if the energy is coming out of the ground
at that location, then it may have been used as a portal site to the afterlife. These sites have been
5

found to be used by Creek Indians dating back from 1800 and beyond. In all cases, when a portal
site is located, there will be a mass grave site nearby where the deceased remains would have been
buried. The mass grave site was located 0.22 miles to the SW on a hill above the portal site. These
graves dated from around the mid 1500’s until 1800. Near the mass grave site was also the grave
of a Cherokee Medicine Man dating to 1843.
Since there was likely a Creek Indians presence in this area from the 1800’s and before, there
would have to have been an Indian village. We began searching the area surrounding the burial
sites and located the Creek Indian village on Golden Creek. This village, previously not reported
on any historical records, dated from 1754 to 1838 with approximately 43 Creek Indian families
and 4 slave families. Supposedly, all Indians had been removed from this part of GA in 1827. That
appears not to be the case. In researching the village site using Native Science, it appears these
Indians were removed in 1838 when all the Cherokee were removed from GA. It also appears they
did not take their slaves who were black Cherokee Indians probably captured on a raid of a
Cherokee village before 1800.
The William Watkins family purchased LL #174 in 1837 before the final Indian removal so the
black Cherokee slaves were still there. Watkins owned the land until 1885 when it was sold in an
estate sale. During that sale. James Watkins, probable son of William transferred 5 acres to his
daughter Margaret Watkins Boyd in 1886. From 1885 to present, LL#174 was subdivided multiple
times with different land owners acquiring the property. Throughout this history, it appears the
Cherokee Indians of slave heritage remained in the area possibly as slaves to the various property
owners in the early years and share-croppers after the Civil War. Interestingly, the mother, father
and the 2-year old child are buried on the perimeter of the Watkins family cemetery on the land.
The child was determined to be named “Little Bird” through the gift of knowing. The records are
being researched to see if the names of the mother and father can be found.
Based on these findings, there
would have to be more Cherokee
families in the vicinity and possibly
relatives remaining in the area. It is
hope that some relatives will be
found so the rest of the story can be
learned.
The Pike County Site
We have not done extensive
research on the Pike County site as
we did for the previous two because
it was found much earlier and we
did not know how to use Native
Science at the time to evaluate the
site. However, like the other two
sites involving slavery, the Pike
County site was determined to have

Pike County Cherokee Chief’s Marker Tree
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multiple Black Cherokee graves dating from the early 1700’s to beyond. One of these graves was
that of the Cherokee Chief of these captured slaves.
A Creek Indian village was located 1.2 miles west of the where the Cherokee’s are buried. The
people of this village are likely the ones who owned the black Cherokee slaves. More Cherokee
slave graves were located 3.0 miles NNE of the chief’s grave buried in the rear area of a pioneer
church cemetery. The original Cherokees were captured and brought to the Creek village probably
before 1700. The Creek village was not on any known historical record.
The Rock Cairn Sites
The Smithsonian Institution, Bureau of American Ethnology stated in a report in 1898 that “stone
cairns were formerly very common along the trails throughout the Cherokee country, but are now
almost gone, having been demolished by treasure hunters after the occupation of the country by
the whites. They were usually sepulchral monuments built of large stones piled loosely together
above the body to a height of sometimes 6 feet or more, with a corresponding circumference. This
method of interment was used only when there was a desire to commemorate the death, and every
passer-by was accustomed to adding a stone to the heap.”
Not all rock cairns were used for interment. In
fact, many of the ones that have been
discovered within the past several years in the
southeast had other purposes. For many years
as we visited these sites, we were amazed by
the construction of these places and wondered
for what purpose the indigenous people had
used these sites.
In early 2016, we were given permission to
begin a site investigate at one of the largest
rock cairn sites in GA. This site contained 16
rock cairns, 8 of which were large and 8 of
which were smaller. We had learned prior to
Rock Cairns in Dawson County, GA
beginning this site investigation that most if
not all rock cairns were placed directly over underground streams. Using dowsing, we did a
complete mapping of the site and discovered that in fact every cairn was placed within the
boundaries of five interconnecting underground streams. Further, in mapping the site, we also
discovered the existence of two Earth Energy Lines passing through it. Obviously, this site was
important to the indigenous people and it must have a special purpose.
In mapping the site, we collected the GPS coordinates of each of the rock cairns and plotted them
on Google Earth to see if there was a pattern to the cairns. We were amazed to find that the large
rock cairns formed the Big Dipper and the smaller cairns formed the Pleiades celestial formations.
A diagram of these patterns is shown on the next page. Obviously, there is some significance to
these patterns created by the cairns but what and why?
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Using Native Science
and dowsing we learned
that the site was a
Ceremonial Burial site
dating back at least 500
years. Where the energy
lines crossed between
large rock cairn #2 and
#3, the energy was
determined to be coming
out of the ground. This
place of upward flowing
energy, we believe, was
used to place the body of
a
deceased
tribal
member until the spirit
left the body crossing
over into the afterlife.
After the spirit had left
the body, the remains
were collected and
placed in a mass grave
near the portal location.
We further believe that
this Ceremonial site was
only used for elite
members of the tribe.
The graves in the mass
burial site were dated
from around 1800 to
1500. These indigenous
people may have been
the
earliest
Creek
Indians who settled in
GA beginning in the
early part of the 1500’s.
This burial ceremonial
site may have had
Mayan influence.

Dawson County Rock Cairn Site

It appears that the burial ceremonial site was not used for burials after 1800. Why this stopped is
not known but many Indian graves located in the vicinity of this site were found to be buried on
top of energy lines. Thus, there appears to be a spiritual connection to the energy lines and probably
to the underground water.
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Even though the site was not used for burials after 1800, it was likely still visited by Creek and
Cherokee tribal members who remained in the area until the Indian Removal in 1838. Trails from
the village sites nearby were found to connect the burial site to the village so possibly they
continued to visit the site as a place of reverence.

Other Rock Cairn & Rock Sites
Within five miles of the Dawson County Cairn site is another one in Pickens County located on
top of a small mountain. This site only has three rock cairns but again by measuring their location
we determined these cairns formed the celestial pattern Orion’s Belt. Like the Dawson site, the
cairns had an underground stream directly under them and two energy lines crossed over the site.
This site’s purpose was determined to be identical to the Dawson site and a mass grave was located
in close proximity to the crossing energy lines. This site did have some different features in that
there were several single graves located near the cairns.
Further to the west of the Pickens County site was a large rock pile of about 20-25 feet in diameter.
Two crossing energy lines were located going directly through the center of this site. These lines
were measured using a gamma radiation meter and determined to be of a higher value than
previously measured at the rock cairn sites. This site was determined to be a healing site wherein
the person needing medical attention was placed on the crossing lines and probably a Medicine
Man or Shaman attended to the person with tribal medicine.
The Upson County, GA Rock Site
Upson County lies over 115 miles south of the Dawson and Pickens County sites bordering the
Flint River. This was Creek Indian territory. Along an area of the Flint River, three rock sites were
located whose story is still being investigated.
The first rock site was located in a ravine wherein there were six large rock formations three on
each side of the ravine aligned in an east-west pattern. This site was believed to be at least 400
years old and possibly older. We determined the site to have been used for Solstice ceremonies but
did not determine who used it other than it was likely an Indian tribe of the Creek Confederacy. A
major Indian Trading path is located in close
proximity to this site.
One half mile west of the solstice site, was a
Creek Indian burial site that was very different
than we had seen before. On a hillside were built
rock terraces and on the flat part of these terraces
were piles of rocks which were determined to be
Creek Indian graves. These graves were probably
important tribal people such as chiefs, medicine
men and beloved elders. No other site has yet to
be found that has these features.
Terraced Grave Site
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Interestingly, just another short distance to the west of the terraced site on a hill overlooking the
Flint River, another burial site was located that was different again. This site had piles of stones
arranged in an oval pattern of about 20 feet long and 10 feet wide. Seven to eight piles of stones
formed the oval and in the direct center of the oval was a pile of stones that were covering the
grave of a chief. In one oval rock site, the chief’s wife was buried in the oval pattern. It would
seem that perhaps different tribal groups used very different ways to burial their loved ones.
Talbot County, GA Rock Site
Four and one-half miles further west of the Upson County rock sites is another one in Talbot
County on the west side of the Flint River. This site, like the others, is totally different from the
others indicating probably that another tribal group of the Creek Indians had built this site. At this
site, rocks are piled in a circle with a diameter of about 70 feet. Tangentially to the circle is a large
pile of rocks that an old timer who first brought us to the site, described as being an altar-like
structure when he visited the site as a young boy. Under the large pile of rock was discovered one
male grave. One energy line passes through the center of the circle going north-south.
Interestingly, there are no rocks located in the close proximity of the ceremonial site. In fact, we
had to go downhill about 700 yards to the east to find the borrow rock location. Obviously, the
indigenous peoples carried the rocks uphill to where the energy line existed as this was a spiritual
place wherein they wanted to locate their ceremonial site.
The Waynesville, NC Site
In May 2017, Diane and I were
invited to check out a potential
Marker Tree at a home site in
Waynesville, NC. The Marker tree
was located on a hill above the
Pigeon Gap Valley east of
Waynesville. This Marker Tree had
the shape characteristics that we
have
observed
previously
connected to a burial site for four
graves. The Marker Tree did in fact
point to four graves that were
determined to be two Cherokee
couples who were buried together
near the Marker Tree.

Waynesville Marker Tree

Finding the graves so high up on the slope above the valley seemed unusual and begged the
question if these were the only graves there. A search of the area within 100 feet of the tree,
discovered multiple graves sites. A chief and his wife’s grave were located near the tree marked
by rocks and another grave of a medicine man was close by. Further to the west on the hill was a
mass grave site of between 25-30 graves. These Cherokee were determined to have died by
smallpox due to an epidemic in 1715. With all of these graves there had to be a village nearby. In
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the valley below this burial area is the Pigeon River and along the river we located a Cherokee
village dating to the early 1700’s. This village is not on any historical records.
In
1776,
General
Rutherford
was
commissioned by the then state’s militia to
form an army and to burn all the Cherokee
villages in SC and NC because they sided with
the British in the Revolutionary War. The
Rutherford Trace goes within a mile of where
this village was located. It was likely one of
the first villages burned on Rutherford’s
mission.
Since this village was not on the historical
records, we began to see if we could
determine which village it was using Native
Science and dowsing. We took a listing of the
names of all Cherokee villages and began
Rutherford Sign
asking if this village was a prior location of
any of them. It was determined that this was
indeed the Cherokee Lower Town village named Tugaloo and it had been driven from this valley
in 1776. We followed up our visit to this location by stopping by the known Tugaloo village site
on the Tugaloo River between SC and GA. We asked when the village began in this location and
got the answer of 1776! Therein is the story of
Tugaloo. Since that time, we located one other
early site of a Cherokee village in SC that also
moved westward.
The Colorado Springs Pregnancy Tree
One of the unique Marker Tree evaluated this
past summer has a remarkable story associated
with the tree.
This tree bent in the most often seen shape was
unique in that it is guarded by four other trees
planted very close to the Marker Tree. A group
of six dowsers working independently all got the
same answer as to the tree’s purpose.
Its purpose was to serve as a healing tree for
treating women who were having trouble with
pregnancy. On the hip of the tree, we located two
energy lines crossing right through the hip. It is
likely that the women needing treatment would
be placed on the tree hip and a medicine woman
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would administer medicine and use the energy lines to assist with the treatment. As can be seen in
the picture to the right, the Marker Tree has a distinctive bump under the horizontal member of the
tree which indicated to us this was used for pregnancies treatments.
Directly across the road from this tree, we located the grave of the medicine woman who was
involved with using this unique Marker Tree for medical treatment.
Rt. 285 Indian Trail Corridor
Rt. 285 begins in Sanderson, Texas and winds north 846 miles through New Mexico and Colorado.
This was a route used by many western tribes including the Utes, Comanche, Apache, Navaho and
others. In Texas, it travels 170 miles through Fort Stockton and Pecos. It goes the longest distance
in New Mexico going through Carlsbad, Roswell and then into Santa Fe at the foothills of the
Sangre De Cristo Mountains before crossing into the Colorado Plateau. In Colorado, the old trail
goes 285 miles entering first the San Luis Valley, then climbing through Poncha Pass and
eventually dropping back down into the Denver plains. The Indian history along parts of the trail
are well known and in others hidden from view. Not much of this trail has yet to be explored but
in Jefferson County, CO, the Indian history is beginning to unfold.
The Story Telling Tree
Multiple Indian sacred sites have been located
in Jefferson County including a Story Telling
site, a sacred ceremony site, grave sites and a
possible medicine wheel. There are more sites
yet to be investigated and that is just one of
many counties in one state.
One of the more unique sites located was
determined to be a story telling site possibly
associated with the Comanche. One other
Comanche Story telling Site was discovered
Story Telling Tree
over a decade ago in Dallas, TX and
confirmed by the Comanche Tribal Historic Preservation Officer.
The site in Jefferson County has two ponderosa pine trees bent in a north, west and re-bent again
in a southwest direction. Both of the trees have an associated underground stream under them and
there were two energy lines located at the site as well. Thus, this is a very sacred site. Uphill,
behind the trees and the crossing energy lines are white rocks laid out in a half circle pattern. Using
Native Science and dowsing, we determined that the story teller would stand uphill from the center
of the trees, pick up one of the rocks which we believed held one of the stories and the story teller
would tell the story to the people who were probably sitting downhill in front of the bent trees.
There were at least 50 rocks at the site so there were many stories to tell.
The grave of the story teller was located NE of the site about 100 feet.
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Future Research
These few stories of Indian sites help to show that each site is unique and has a story to tell. What
the future holds, no one can guess but there are more stories to learn and more knowledge to gain
about the Indian culture that needs to be documented and preserved.
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