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INTRODUCTION
The Mountain Stewards over the past decade have pursued research nationwide to uncover the
mystery of the Marker Trees associated with the indigenous peoples. Some of these “Living
Artifacts” can be found in Big Canoe. Part of the mystery of the Marker Trees has been learned
from interviews with tribal elders who have shared their knowledge about the purpose and use of
these sacred trees. The Mountain Stewards published a book about these artifacts in 2011 entitled
Mystery of the Trees and produced a documentary of the same title and released it in 2015.
As a part of this continuing research, we have learned from our colleague David Johnson that
many if not all of the living artifacts (trees) and non-living artifacts (cairns, rock structures,
effigy mounds, etc.) are related to areas of high permeability and underground streams.
Beginning in November 2015 and continuing into 2016, the Mountain Stewards researched sites
in AL, GA and SC and confirmed these findings. In particular, we researched the Rock Eagle
and Rock Hawk Effigy Mounds in Putnam County, GA and discovered that underground streams
are located directly under the effigy mounds going from the tail of the bird structures to the head.
As a result of these findings, it was considered essential to research Indian Rocks Park which is
one of the few places in the US that contain not only a large number of standing rock cairns but
also, rock cairns in a particular pattern.
Permission was received from Big Canoe Management to survey Indian Rocks Park.
Management assigned Dave Holty, Chairman of the Big Canoe Conservation Committee to
coordinate and oversee this effort.
Indian Rocks Park
The rock cairns of Indian Rocks Park remain a mystery. To our knowledge, they have never been
dated so who put them there, when and for what purpose is unknown. The only research on the
cairns was done by the University of GA many years ago. Dr. H.C. Yarrow wrote one of the
most informative study about Indian mortuary customs.(1) His report presented information on
the Indians use of rock cairns for burial purposes. However, the UGA study shows the cairns
were not burial sites. James Adair in his History of the American Indians published in 1775
stated that, “Sometimes heaps of stones were raised as monuments to the dead, whose bones they
had not been able to gather, to their fathers. Everyone who passed by added a stone to the pile.”

(1)

A Further Contribution to the Study of the Mortuary Customs of the North American
Indians, published in the First Annual Report of the Bureau of Ethnology to the Secretary
of the Smithsonian Institution, 1879-80, Government Printing Office, Washington, 1881
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The report of the Smithsonian Institution, Bureau of American Ethnology published in July 1898
stated that, “Stone cairns were formerly very common along the trails throughout the Cherokee
country, but are now almost gone, having been demolished by treasure hunters after the
occupation of the country by the whites. They were usually sepulchral monuments built of large
stones piled loosely together above the body to a height of sometimes 6 feet or more, with a
corresponding circumference. This method of interment was used only when there was a desire
to commemorate the death, and every passer-by was accustomed to add a stone to the heap. The
custom is ancient and world-wide, and is still kept up in Mexico and in many parts of Europe and
Asia.”
Other researchers consider the rock cairns, particularly when in a shape pattern, to be
Petroforms. Wikipedia states that “Petroforms, also known as boulder outlines or boulder
mosaics are human-made shapes and patterns made by lining up large rocks on the open ground,
often on quite level areas. Petroforms in North America were originally made by Indigenous
Peoples, who used various terms to describe them. Petroforms can also include a rock cairn, an
upright monolith slab, a medicine wheel, a fire pit, a desert kite, sculpted boulders, or simply
rocks lined up or stacked for various reasons. They were originally made in North America by
native peoples for astronomical, religious, sacred, healing, mnemonic devices, and teaching
purposes. Some petroforms were used as astronomical calendars, with rocks aligned to solstice
and equinox sunrises and sunsets. They are often found in higher areas, on hills, mounds, ridges,
and natural rock formations.”
A more extensive study of the rock cairns in Indian Rocks Park will need to be done by
archaeologists in order to determine their probable purpose.
Using of Dowsing as a Research Methodology
There is no scientific proof that dowsing works and most in the academic community will not
accept it as an acceptable tool for research. However, when one considers the preponderance of
empirical data available, dowsing has a place in the research studies where more expensive tools
and research techniques make it impossible to complete the study.
Lloyd Youngblood wrote in his article, Dowsing: Ancient History that “The Ancient art of
dowsing has been practiced throughout millennia, although the names used to identify it may
have changed in different cultures and eras, the techniques have not.” He further stated that, “ in
1949, a party of French explorers (while searching for evidence of lost civilizations in the Atlas
Mts. of North Africa) stumbled upon a massive system of caverns known as the Tassili Caves, in
which many of the walls were covered with marvelous pre-historic paintings. Among the many
fascinating wall murals, they found a remarkably huge wall painting of a dowser, holding a
forked branch in his hand searching for water. He was surrounded by a group of admiring
tribesmen. These wall murals were carbon dated and found to be a least 8000 years old.”
During the pioneer exploration of this country, a family depended on finding water in order to
build a homestead on the prairie. In Kansas, if one wanted to find water, they called the dowser.
Victoria Foth of the Kansas Natural Resource Council wrote in 1988, “Swedish-born Ida Gillette
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purchased her Riley County farm in 1877 for a reasonable price--then learned that the previous
owners sold out because they never found water. Discouraged and anxious, she consulted a local
man who could water witch. He took a forked willow stick in each hand and held them straight
out in front of him. Where there was water, he said the willow stick would point down
immediately," she recalled. Sure enough, after a little while, as he walked about the grounds, the
willow stick pointed downward and still farther down more quickly and finally it went down
suddenly. With a sigh of relief, I knew that water was found at last and very conveniently near
the house."
Victoria went on to say, “In Gillette's day, Kansans often turned to water witchers or "dowsers"
in their efforts to cope with a hidden, unpredictable resource. Other frontier customs have faded-but the tradition of water witching persists. You can go most anywhere in Kansas and find
yourself a water witcher, noted Tom McClain of the Kansas Geological Survey.”
In the old days, every utility crew has a set of dowsing rods with them in order to find the
underground utility lines. Nigel Bunyan wrote an article in 2009 about one utility crew member
from United Utilities in the UK. He stated that, “Steve Robinson generally uses radio waves to
determine the location of a water leak. But occasionally he abandons his company's hi-tech
equipment and resorts to the two old welding rods he keeps in the back of his van.” Robinson has
said, "I must confess I've absolutely no idea how the process works or even what it's called - but
it certainly gets results. I just hold on to the rods and let them go where they want. When I hit
water, they cross over."
The Utility Company quickly pointed out that they customarily use hi-tech leak detection
equipment for their 25,000 miles of pipes. However, they did admit that Mt. Robinson has
achieved some uncannily accurate results using his own methods. A scientific study carried out
in Germany during the late 1980s concluded that some dowsers did achieved "an extraordinarily
high" success rate which could not be explained by pure chance.
David Johnson’s skills with dowsing rods were first employed to find water in the arid parts of
Peru and Chile in the 1990’s. He successfully found several locations were wells were drilled
and water found within the boundaries of the mapped underground streams. His research for the
water is what led him to discover that indigenous artifacts sites were also located over the
underground streams. Throughout the 1990’s and continuing into today, he has discovered
underground streams in North and South American as well as Africa where artifact sites were colocated with and directly related to the location of the underground streams. He shared his
research with the Mountain Stewards in late 2015 and we are now employing it as a proven
technique for researching indigenous sites.
INDIAN ROCKS PARK EXPLORATION
Generally, researching indigenous sites is limited to a few trained researchers in the Mountain
Stewards. However, because of the size of the Indian Rocks Park site, it was decided to train the
Mountain Stewards Trail Crew in dowsing in order to have sufficient members to perform the
research. It does not take extensive training to prepare someone for using the dowsing rods and it
was found that many of the Trail Crew could use the dowsing rods successfully.
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On Thursday 28, January, 2016, the Trail Crew gathered at Indian Rocks Park and the survey of
the site was begun. Additional survey work was done on Friday 5 February, 2016 to complete all
of the field work.
Several members of the crew outfitted with dowsing rods walked the property to locate the
boundaries or edges of the underground streams. Once one side of the stream was located, the
rods were used to locate the other edge. Once both edges were located, the dowser followed an
edge while a fellow crew member placed red flags about every 20 feet marking the boundary for
later recording of the GPS coordinates for mapping purposes.

Don Wells Briefing Crew on Survey Plan
The entire area where both the large and small cairns are located was walked and the
underground stream located using the dowsing rods. Once the streams were located, other
members of the crew using had-held GPS devices recorded the GPS coordinates of each flag.
The hand-held GPS devices are accurate to about 10-15 feet of the real geodetic location. While
not as accurate as the more expensive surveying techniques employed in location lot lines and
roads, they are considered acceptable for this level of survey accuracy.
Prior to the survey of the underground streams, each rock cairn was surveyed using the GPS
devices and its location plotted in Google Earth.
While mapping the underground streams, we also located a number of springs that were
connected to them. This provides some empirical data to show the use of dowsing rods as worthy
of consideration as an acceptable methodology.
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The GPS data from the hand-held devices was transferred to Google Earth as a means of
displaying the results. Google Earth imagery is updated periodically and provides an accurate
background map for data display in relationship to the surrounding roads and home locations.
Using the GPS locations of the underground stream boundaries, these points were connected
with a line to indicate both boundaries so that the stream was evident on the imagery.
Findings
One underground stream was mapped from the corner of Woodland Terrace and Lone Wolf Trail
in a southeast direction of about 120 degrees that encompassed the large rock cairns C2 through
C7 and continued on to the ridgeline above the homes located on Fallen Deer Path. If continued
to be mapped, this underground stream would likely end in Lake Pettit. This underground stream
crosses the second mapped stream going in a general north-south direction. This second stream
was mapped from Woodland Terrace where it initially headed in a NE direction before turning to
the north and encompassing all of the small cairns. This stream seems to be heading toward the
house at the end of Crazy Bear Ridge. We stopped the survey before entering onto the private
land.
These two underground streams are interconnected to three other generally east-west streams.
One stream crosses Woodland Terrace just south of the parking lot for the park and curves to the
SE encompassing cairn C1. A second east-west stream runs from Woodland Terrace
encompassing cairns C3and C4 and then curves to the SE connecting with the underground
stream associated with the small cairns. A last east-west stream also goes from Woodland
Terrace to the east encompassing C7 and C8 and then ends at a spring where it interconnects to
the small cairn stream.
The underground streams, in all probability, continue beyond the Indian Rock Park but were not
pursued due to not wanting to cross onto private homeowner land.
A small underground stream was also located near and parallel to Woodland Terrace where it
was mapped underground for a short distance. It then it became a surface spring and the water
ran along the ground until it entered one of the Pettit Creek tributaries.
Of note in the findings, every rock cairn at the Indian Rocks Park is located within the
boundaries of the mapped underground streams. This is consistent with what has been discovered
by David Johnson in his research of many indigenous sites in North and South America.
Regarding the large rock cairns at the site, they form a pattern similar to the astrological Small or
Big Dipper. Perhaps they are a petroform representing what the indigenous people saw in the
southern skies. The Small and Large Dipper can be seen from the sky over the Indian Rocks
Park. It may be of interest to have someone with an astrological background to research the
pattern of the large and small cairns further.
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Indian Rocks Park Findings
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Rock Cairn Pattern
7

Similarities with other Rock Cairn Sites
David Johnson’s research includes surveys of several indigenous sites in New England where he
found large and small cairns associated with underground streams. In two of these locations, the
large cairns were aligned similar to those in Indian Rocks Park and formed a Big Dipper pattern.
In the image of the NH site below, note that there are eight cairns which is the exact number used
at the Indian Rocks Park site.

David Johnson’s NH Survey Site of Large Cairns in Big Dipper Formation
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RECOMMENDATIONS
The Indian Rocks Park is already well preserved within the Big Canoe community so no further
land restrictions are needed. Based on the findings, perhaps more information should be included
in the kiosk sign to educate the people who visit this site about the fact that indigenous peoples
places artifacts in direct relationship with underground stream the purpose of which remains a
mystery. This site however, is a sacred site to the Indians and should be respected as such.
There are a few of the large cairns that have been disturbed and perhaps they should be repaired
to their original shape.
It is recommended that UGA archaeologists should be requested to research the rock cairns and
attempt to date them so the site can be further defined as to its importance in time.
The Rock Eagle and Rock Hawk sites are two of the more importance indigenous artifact sites in
GA. This rock cairn site may rank in the same class if determined to be old enough by UGA. If it
is determined to be of the same age period as the Effigy Mounds, then it might be worth allowing
visitors on a special permit basis to visit the site.
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