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INTRODUCTION 

The Public Land Survey System (PLSS) was developed around 1785 to plat, or divide, real 

property ceded to the Unites States by treaties. It was used sparingly in the late 1700’s when 

surveys were made as each state became part of the new Union. In 1820 Alabama was one of the 

first new states to be surveyed.  

Under the PLSS, land was divided into Township-Range units of six miles by six miles. Each 

Township was further sub-divided into 36 one-mile by one-mile sections. These sections of 

approximately 640 acres could be further sub-divided for sale to prospective land owners. 

The surveyors were supposed to record not only the boundaries of the Township and its sections 

but also, rivers/creeks, roads/trails, terrain features, lakes/ponds, improvements and other 

important features. Because they were paid so little for this service, often time, little was recorded 

other than the surveyed boundaries. Since these surveys were done during or soon after the Indians 

ceded the land, the surveyor, on occasion, recorded the Indian trails, villages and other cultural 

features. Thus, the location of where the Indians lived as well as their cultural footprint can 

sometimes be accessed from the survey documents.  

The survey records are maintained by the Government Land Office (GLO) of the Bureau of Land 

Management in the Department of the Interior. Not every states’ records have been made 

assessable to the public but those that have are in digital format and easily downloaded from the 

GLO. 

Mountain Stewards Mapping Program 

The Mountain Stewards in conjunction with Lamar Marshall of WildSouth developed the Indian 

Trails Mapping Program in 2007 and have used that program to map the cultural history of Indian 

tribes across the US if digital maps were available from which the data could be extracted. These 

maps are geo-referenced to Google Earth and overlain in order to extract the Indian data as a layer 

on top of the Google Earth terrain model. Because of the accuracy of the PLSS digital maps, the 

data has an accuracy of about 15-20 feet on Google Earth which is satisfactory for Indian cultural 

sites research.  

Chickasaw Territory 

The Chickasaw ceded their lands in AL and TN in 1805 and 1816. What remained of the 

Chickasaw land at that time was the entire northern part of MS as shown in the figure on the next 

page. They remained there along with the Choctaw. This study focused on the Chickasaw’s 

cultural sites found in northern MS.  

Mississippi became the 20th state to join the Union in 1817.  After becoming part of the Union, 

MS worked to remove the Indians from their state. In 1829, the state government of MS enacted 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Real_property
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Real_property
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laws outlawing the Chickasaw government and abolished 

their sovereignty. The Chickasaw’s appealed these 

actions with the US government but were denied support. 

Thus, began the treaty actions for the removal of the 

Chickasaw and Choctaw Nations.  

Treaties 

The Chickasaw signed the first treaty for their removal on 

August 31, 1830. The Chickasaw smartly included a 

clause in the treaty that they would be allowed to inspect 

the land to which they were to be removed and if that land 

was unacceptable, the treaty would be null and void. They 

sent a party to inspect the land proposed for their new 

settlement in OK. The inspection party found the land 

unsuitable. The treaty was nullified. The second treaty 

was signed in Pontotoc Creek, Mississippi on October 20, 

1832. Once again, the inspection party considered the 

land unacceptable and the treaty was nullified. Two more 

inspection parties visited the Oklahoma lands in 

November 1835 and November 1836. Finally, the 

Chickasaw Nation agreed to move to the western part of the Choctaw lands in OK. The Choctaw, 

however, wanted to be paid $530,000 for their land. Had the Chickasaws accepted the land offered 

in one of the earlier treaties, they might have gotten better lands without having to pay for it. 

Fortunately, the Chickasaws were good negotiators and required the US government to pay them 

$500,000 for their lands in Mississippi. The Chickasaw began removal in the summer of 1837 and 

the final party of Chickasaws arrived in Oklahoma in 1839. Other individual Chickasaws 

continued to arrive in OK until the 1850’s.  

Land Surveys 

The MS territory along the Mississippi River were surveyed beginning in 1829. The Townships 

were surveyed between 1831 and 1835. Many of the surveyed Townships have data on existing 

Indian trails, homesteads, schools and villages.  

CHICKASAW CULTURAL HISTORY ON THE SURVEY MAPS 

The history of the PLSS surveys show that in a number of states, the surveys were done prior to 

the removal of the Indians. The 1832 survey of North GA was accomplished before the Cherokee 

removal in 1838; the 1820-21 survey of Alabama was done before the Creek removal in 1832-

1836 and the Cherokee in 1838; and the survey of Mississippi in 1831-1835 was done before the 

removal of the Chickasaw in 1837-1839. One would think that since the Indians were still 

occupying the land at the time of the survey that the surveyors would have recorded their extensive 

cultural presence on the maps. However, at the time of the surveys, there was a lot of prejudice 

against the Indians and that prejudice may have affected the efforts of some of the surveyors. 

 

Chickasaw Nation Territory 1832 
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Because of this prejudice and because of the low pay the surveyors received for their work, few 

recorded the Indian existence and their cultural features.  

Wendy Cegielski in her master thesis of 2010 from the University of Mississippi, A GIS-Based 

Analysis of Chickasaw Settlements in Northeast Mississippi 1650-1840, reported that at the time 

of the removal, the Chickasaw population was 6,380 with 1,156 African slaves. She further wrote 

that the majority of the Chickasaw population was centered around present-day Tupelo, MS. 

However, at that time, the Chickasaw population had become more agrarian and were spread out 

across their 6,422,400 acres. In 2015, we researched the removal of the five civilized tribes, 

Cherokee, Creek, Chickasaw, Choctaw and Seminole. Our research showed a population count of 

around 11,700 Chickasaws who were removed to Oklahoma along with thousands of horses. 

Obviously, the Chickasaw presence in Mississippi was large and should have resulted in a more 

significant recording of cultural features than was noted on the survey maps. 

Chickasaw Pontatock Capitol 

At the time of the removal, the capitol of the Chickasaw Nation was located about seven miles SW 

of present-day Tupelo, MS. There would have been a significant presence there and yet on the 

survey map T10S-R5E in Lee County, MS the only thing that is recorded is the Road from Bolivar, 

TN to the Cotton Gin Port and the creeks. Bolivar TN was founded in 1835.  

Chickasaw Council House 

On the Natchez Trace Parkway is a sign that states, “Westerly of the Natchez Trace stood an Indian 

village, Pontatock, with its council house, which in the 1820’s became the capitol of the Chickasaw 

Nation.” In fact, the Council House is located almost 5 miles west of Pontatock on T10S-R4E in 

 

Chickasaw Council House 
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Pontotoc County. See the location image on the previous page. The reason the Council House is 

located so far away from the capitol is because there is a significant amount of upwelling earth 

energy at that site which is a critical criterion for locating council sites at principle villages. Our 

research report, The Common Tribal Culture of Principle Towns and Villages, 

(www.mountainstewards.org/research-reports/) provides a detailed analysis of the criterion used 

by many tribes for locating their cultural features on top of upwelling energy sites. Looking at the 

image of the Council House location, one can see many of Indian agricultural fields and several 

home locations. The Orange colored trail passing by this location is the Old Natchez Trace.  

The Chickasaw Villages 1830’s 

Tokshish 

Approximately, eight miles SW of the Council House on the Old Natchez Trace was the location 

of the Tokshish Village. There are a number of agricultural fields around the village. Also, as can 

be viewed from the map image, several major roads cross near the village heading to the Cotton 

Gin Port. It is likely, the Chickasaw were encouraged to farm cotton as part of their agricultural 

living. The Cotton Gin Port on the Tombigbee River was located about 27 miles SE of the Tokshish 

village.  

The Kings 

No data on The Kings village could be found other than it is noted to have existed in T7S-R2E 

about 4 miles SW of present-day New Albany in NE Mississippi. This was an important location 

as several roads led to the site and connected to other Chickasaw villages including Tokshish in 

MS and La Grange in TN. It is suspected that this village was connected with the Chickasaw Kings  

 

Tokshish Village 

http://www.mountainstewards.org/research-reports/
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which was an honorary title. In the 1700’s and 1800’s, the Chickasaws had leaders who were given 

the title of King. In the 1832 Treaty with the Chickasaws, Queen Puc-caun-la is mentioned as 

needing government support. 

From the history of the Chickasaws it was written, “Up to the time the Chickasaws moved west 

(1836- 38), their country was divided into three districts, viz: Tishomingo, Sealy and McGilvery. 

At the time of their exodus west to their present places of abode, Tishomingo (properly Tishu 

Miko, chief officer or guard of the king) was the chief of the Tishu Miko district; Samuel Sealy, 

of the Sealy district, and William McGilvery, of the McGilvery district. 

 

The Chickasaw ruler was styled king instead of chief and his chief officer was called Tishu Miko. 

Ishtehotohpih was the reigning king at the time they left their ancient places of abode east of the 

Mississippi river for the west. He died in 1840.” 

 

The book, History of the Choctaw, Chickasaw and Natchez Indians published in 1999 by Horatio 

Bankwell Cushman reported that Ishtchotohpih was the last reigning king of the Chickasaw. He 

died on their Trail of Tears during the removal. Tishomingo, another Chickasaw leader with the 

title of King was possibly referred to as guard of the king. Squirrel King was another well-known 

Chickasaw leader from the early 1700’s.  

The site of The Kings was determined to have powerful upwelling earth energy including a 

Geospiral of 42-rings. This would have been a very important place where the leaders of the tribe 

could connect with their spiritual being. We suspect that the Chickasaw leaders with title of King 

may have lived in The Kings area. 

 

 

 

The Kings Village 

https://accessgenealogy.com/native/chickasaw-tribe.htm
https://accessgenealogy.com/native/chickasaw-indian-chiefs-and-leaders.htm
https://accessgenealogy.com/native/chickasaw-tribe.htm


6 
 

La Grange Village  

One of the roads leading from The Kings went north into TN to the Chickasaw village of La 

Grange. According to the history of that part of TN, “La Grange is the oldest town in Fayette 

County, Tennessee, originally being a Chickasaw Indian village named "Itey Uch La", meaning 
"Cluster of Pines". For a number of years, it was quite a trading post for the Indians, who would 

visit the town regularly to dispose of their game, hides, etc.” 

Otocopoloo Village 

Otocopoloo village was located in the SW corner of T9S-R1E half a mile NE from present-day 

Toccopola, MS which derived its name from the Chickasaw village. The village was located on 

the road from Memphis to the Cotton Gin Port.  

Other Villages 

There have been some reports written by local historians that indicate other villages may have 

existed during the 1830’s. Two villages are mentioned as having existed in Union and Prentiss 

Counties north of The Kings. However, there is no recorded indication of these villages on the 

survey maps.  

Monroe Mission Station 

The Monroe Mission Station was formed in 1822 in the Chickasaw Nation to bring Christianity to 

the Chickasaws. Several other stations were added after 1822 at Tokshish, Martyn, and Craney 

Creek. The Mission was located in T11S-R3E two miles SSE of Tokshish village. 

 

Otocopoloo Village 
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The mission had six buildings which included a church, a school, dormitories for the boys and 

girls and agricultural fields. The mission was located on the road to Tokshish and The Kings.   

The Rev’d R. Milton Winter, Ph.D., Historiographer of Saint Andrew Presbytery (PCUSA) in 

September 2008 wrote the history of Monroe Mission in the publication Record of the Church 

Session at Monroe Chickasaw Nation, (1823-1842). A summary of his report stated, “An early 

history of the Chickasaw mission in North Mississippi, composed about 1828, is published in the 

Rev’d George Howe’s History of the Presbyterian Church in South Carolina (1883). 

The mission among the Chickasaw Indians was begun by the Synod of South Carolina and Georgia 

in 1821. At that time, the tribe numbered between six or seven thousand. On the 17th of December, 

1827, the mission was transferred to the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. 

The principal reasons for this measure were so that the establishment among the Chickasaws might 

be more closely united with similar establishments among the Cherokees and Choctaws, and so 

that the Board could supply the wants of the missionaries with certainty and regularity, and at 

much less expense than the Synod etc. The number of stations at the time of the transfer were four:  

MONROE, near the thirty-fourth parallel of latitude, about forty-five miles northwest of Mayhew, 

and twenty-five miles west of Cotton Gin Port, on the Tombigbee. Rev. Thomas C. Stuart, was 

missionary and superintendent of the mission. The number of schools were four, and of scholars, 

eighty-one. The farm consisted of nearly one hundred acres, brought under cultivation. The 

property was valued at $3,870. The church was formed in June 1823. Five year later the church 

had 59 members but only eight were native Chickasaws.  

TOKSISH, this station is about two miles from Monroe, and was formed in 1825. Mr. James 

Holmes was the licensed preacher. The religious concerns of this station are closely connected 

with that at Monroe, there being but one church.  

 

Monroe Mission Station 
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MARTYN, was about sixty miles northwest of Monroe, and forty, southeast of Memphis, on the 

Mississippi. Rev. William C. Blair, missionary. By a treaty formed with the Government of the 

United States some years since, it was stipulated that $4,500 should be paid by the United States 

for establishing two schools, and $2,500 annually for the support of them. The school at Martyn 

consisted of four or five pupils.  

CANEY CREEK is about ninety miles east of Martyn, three miles south of the Tennessee River, 

and eight miles southwest of Tuscumbia. Rev. Hugh Wilson was the missionary. This station lay 

at the eastern boundary of the Chickasaw.” 

US GOVERNMENT IMPROVEMENTS IN THE CHICHASAW NATION 

Beginning with President Thomas Jefferson (1801-1809), one of the main purposes of the US 

government’s Indian Agents was to teach the Indians how to farm. They continually worked to 

convert the Native American culture from hunter-gather to agrarian. The other aim of the 

government was to relocate the Indians west of the Mississippi. 

Cotton Gin Port 

As part of a “plan of civilization” of the Chickasaw Indians, the US government gained permission 

from the Chickasaws to built a cotton gin and port in present-day Monroe County, MS in 1801. 

The gin was located where many Indian trails crossed the Tombigbee River. The area became 

recognized as a Chickasaw trading post.   

 

Dunbar Roland’s History of the Cotton Gin Port, Monroe County, MS 1907 stated that “This is an 

historic old settlement, in Monroe county, and the oldest abandoned town in Northeast Mississippi.  

It had a beautiful site on the east bank of the Tombigbee river, a little over a mile below the junction 

of the Tombigbee river, and Town creek.  There is an elevated plateau at this point, near the ferry, 

and on this the town was built.  Both the Tombigbee and Town creek were navigable in former 

years for some distance above the settlement.  The old public road from the settlements on the 

Tennessee river, built by George S. Gaines, a brother of Gen. E. P. Gaines, and known as "Gaines' 

Trace," ran through Cotton Gin Port, due west for ten miles to the home of Major Levi Colbert, a 

Chickasaw Chief, where it forked, one branch running northeast and connecting at Pontotoc with 

the Natchez Trace, the other branch running southeast to the home of John Pitchlyun, on the 

Tombigbee.  To the north and northeast of Gaines' Trace were situated the Chickasaws' towns, in 

the prairie region near the present city of Tupelo.  By the Treaty of Chickasaw Council-house, 

concluded January 7th, 1816, Gaines' Trace and the Tombigbee river on the west were made the 

boundary line between American and Chickasaw territory, and Cotton Gin thus became an 

important frontier post.  The Federal Government constructed a cotton gin about one hundred years 

ago one mile west of the ferry, on the high ground, to encourage the cultivation of cotton among 

the Chickasaws, and also as a diplomatic measure to eradicate the anti-American prejudices of the 

tribe, which had long been allied with the English.  This was the origin of the name of the town.  

An immense oak tree, the ancient "council tree" of the Indians was near the old cotton gin.  

Unfortunately, this old landmark has been lately destroyed.” 
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Roads to the Cotton Gin 

 

The government built a number of roads from Memphis, TN, Tuscumbia, AL and from the 

Chickasaw towns to the Cotton Gin Port. Many of these roads were built on old Indian trails. These 

roads served as a means to transport cotton and other goods and for communication among the 

Chickasaws and the settlers in MS.  

 

The Old Natchez Trace 

 

The US government under Thomas Jefferson in 1801 negotiated with the Chickasaws and 

Choctaws to open the Old Natchez Trace Trail, used by the Indians for centuries. The purpose of 

the trail was for US government to gain access to a postal route and for other uses.  Wikipedia 

states that in “late 1801 the United States Army began trail blazing along the Trace, performing 

major work to prepare it as a thoroughfare. The work was first done by soldiers reassigned from 

Tennessee and later by civilian contractors. To emphasize American sovereignty in the area, 

Jefferson called it the "Columbian Highway." The people who used it, however, dubbed the road 

as "The Devil's Backbone" due to its remoteness, rough conditions, and the frequently 

encountered highwaymen found along the new road.” Many of the Chickasaw villages and 

important culture sites were located on the Natchez Trace.  

 

The Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) began construction of the Natchez Trace Parkway in the 

1930’s. Additional government authorizations were made in 1938 and construction of the 444-

mile parkway continued with the last sections completed in 2005. Parts of the parkway are located 

on the Old Natchez Trace. However, all the Parkway (125 miles) that runs through the old 

Chickasaw Nation is not on the Old Natchez Trace. In some areas such as near the Monroe Mission 

site, the parkway is as much as 8 miles away from the original trace.  

 

The image on the next page shows the Old Natchez Trace in Orange and the Parkway in Green. 

None of the parkway is aligned to the Old Trace trail. For most citizens interested in historical 

trails, they prefer traveling on major highways with places to stop for comfort. For the true 

researcher wanting to experience the sense of being on the trail, the back roads are the way to go.  

 

The Removal of the Choctaw on Chickasaw Trails 

The Choctaws were the first Indian tribe as a whole of the Five Civilized Tribes to be removed 

from their home lands in 1832 -1833. Part of the Choctaws were transported to Memphis for 

removal by water routes and land. The Choctaws would have had to travel on roads through the 

Chickasaw Nation to reach Memphis. There are no records that can be found of what the 

Chickasaw’s observed of this monumental event but it must have struck some fear in their hearts 

as they watched their brethren march by their homes and villages.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Highwaymen
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CHICKASAWS WHO REMAINED 

There is certainly a dichotomy in the number of Chickasaws who may have lived in MS in the 

1830’s considering the census stated the numbers in the low 6,000’s and the removal numbers 

being in the 11,000’s. Obviously, there were many more Chickasaws than the census indicated. 

No one knows the real number of Chickasaws that existed in the 1830’s but it may be even larger 

than 11,000.  

Over the past decade, we have interviewed descendants of the Cherokee, Creek and Choctaw 

Indians and discovered that a large number of Indians decided not to go on the Trail of Tears and 

remained in their homelands hiding in plain sight. These Indians had to hide their culture and blend 

into society which they did.  There may have been thousands who chose to stay.  

There was also another option for the Indians who wished not to be removed. Most treaties had an 

Article whereby a head of a family could swear allegiance to the US and become a citizen. If they 

took this option, they would be given 640 acres of land and they could remain. In the 1830 and 

1832 treaties with the Chickasaw, this article could not be found but there were hundreds if not 

thousands who chose this option and remained in Mississippi. The authority for this option from 

the 1830 Choctaw Treaty at Dancing Rabbit stated: 

“Each Choctaw head of a family, being desirous to remain, and become a citizen of the 

States, shall be permitted to do so, by signifying his intention to the agent within six months from 

the ratification of this treaty, and he or she shall thereupon been titled to a reservation of one 

section of six hundred and forty acres of land, to be bounded by sectional lines of survey; in like 

manner, shall be entitled to one half that quantity, for each unmarried child which is living with 

him, over ten years of age, and a quarter section to such child as may be under ten years of age to 

adjoin the location of the parent. If they reside upon said lands intending to become citizens of the 

States, for five years after the ratification of this treaty, in that case, a grant of land in fee simple 

shall be issued; said reservation shall include the present improvement of the head of the family, 

or a portion of it. Persons who claim under this article shall not lose the privileges of a Choctaw 

citizen, but if they ever remove are not to be entitled to any portion of the Choctaw annuity.” 

A review of the Township plats that were surveyed in the Chickasaw Nation shows that a large 

number of sections (640 acres) of the plats were annotated after the survey was done showing that 

certain sections were deeded (patten) to Chickasaw Indians. The patten document refer to the 

authority of the 1832 Treaty at Pontotoc Creek. Thus, there must have been an article added to the 

treaty to allow Chickasaws to declare their desire to become an US citizen.  

Reviewing just a few of the Township plats we found the following number of Chickasaws that 

received a land patten: T7S-R3E (17); T7S-R2E (8); T10S-R3E (23); T10S-R4E (12) and T11S-

R3E (18). On the next page is an image of a small part of T9S-R3E showing the assignment of 640 

-acre sections to Chickasaw Indians. Also, shown is part of the Bureau of Land Management 

Government Land Office records for transferring some of these land sections. These land transfers 

occurred in 1840 so the Chickasaws may have had to transfer to OK first before returning to MS 

to claim their lands.  
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Sections of T9S-R3E Assigned to Chickasaw Indians 

 


