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Trail Tree Newsletter 

July 2020 

 
This is Volume 49 of the Quarterly Trail Tree Project Newsletter. We hope the topics in this newsletter 

will be of interest to you. If you want us to report on other things, just let us know and we will be happy 

to do that. Below is all the latest news. 

 

Trail Tree (TT) Database 

 

Trail Tree Database 
 

We crossed over the 2,800 Marker Tree threshold shortly after publishing the April newsletter.  Now we 

are closing in fast on 2,850 trees in the database. Folks looking to get out in nature during the Covid-19 

crisis are finding more of the trees and sending them in. The trees in the database cover 44 states and 

Canada. Still no trees from the missing states but maybe this year we will at least get a tree from one of 

them.  

 

Trees of Interest 
 

I’ve selected some of trees from all over 

the United States submitted from early 

January 2020 to about mid-March to show 

the extent of Marker Trees nationwide.  

The trees being submitted are helping to 

tell more of the story of these “living 

artifacts” and we welcome the opportunity 

to learn more about them. 

 

AL Tree 

 
Karen’s tree is located at the foot of a 

mountain in AL and may be pointing to a 

spring.   

 

 

 

AL Tree 
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AR Trees 

 
I’ve included three trees from AR because of their configurations and the story they tell. Rani located his 

tree in Fulton County, AR. Notice the sharp “V” shaped angle of the tree. To the right of his tree is a 

picture of another one very similar that was on a Post Card from OH in the 1950’s. This is a Ceremonial 

Tree configuration.  

The other two AR trees were 

found by Bob and Denny who 

have been scouting AR for a 

long time and sent in a lot of 

trees.  The tree to the right may 

have been configured with two 

trees grown together to form 

such a large base and then bent 

to form the pointer which is 

extended. Also, notice the two 

bumps in the middle of the tree. 

This is a Ceremonial tree 

marking a special site. 

 

The AR tree on the next page is 

also a Ceremonial tree. 

 

AR Tree  

 

AR Tree 
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The tree is known as a Long-Arm 

tree which is most often used to 

mark the location of a grave. 

Many long-arm trees are used to 

mark the graves of a Chief  

 

GA Tree 
 

Pine trees are not often used for 

Marker Trees but a few have 

been found in the SE. This oddly 

shaped Marker Tree is thought to 

be marking a trail junction and is 

showing which way to go on the 

two trails that intersect at this 

location.  

 

TN Trees 

 

We have three trees from TN to share. The first one 

sent in by Tommy and shown on the next page is 

another long arm tree. Notice the length of the 

horizontal arm of the tree. The length we believe is 

related to the importance of the person whose grave 

the tree is marking. This is another Chief’s grave 

marker tree. 

 

If you look in the background behind the Chief’s tree, 

you will see another bent tree but not as significant as 

the Chief’s grave marker. This marker tree is marking 

the grave of the Chief’s wife. Later, in this newsletter, 

I’m going to discuss other grave markers where the 

Chief wife’s grave is more significant that the Chief. 

 

The second tree from TN was sent in by Randy. This 

tree is located near the town of Ooltewah, TN. The 

word Ooltewah seems to be derived from a Creek 

Indian word which translates as Owls Nest, Owls 

Roost or water town. The tree is located on an old 

Indian trail and may be more significant because of 

its configuration.  

 

The third TN is rather unique in that it is a hemlock species. Hemlocks were seldom used for Marker 

Trees. However, at this location in TN, most of the trees are hemlocks so hemlock was used to create the 

Marker Tree. It has the distinct shape of the way pine trees are bent. It is believed to be marking a safe 

 

AR Tree 

 

GA Tree 
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direction to get into a canyon 

area. Diane and I were first 

alerted to this tree several 

years ago but somehow lost 

the data on it. Sandy re-found 

it this year and sent it in.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OK Tree  

 
Jared found his tree in northern OK near the Osage Nation. This tree is on a bluff and is believed to be 

marking a grave site.  

 

TN Tree 

 

TN Tree 

 

TN Tree 
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NY Tree 
Mike located this tree near a Delaware village site. It 

may have a ceremonial purpose. Mike has located a 

number of Marker Trees near this tree as well as rock 

structures that are probably associated with the village 

area.  

  

WV Tree 

 
Jeanie sent in her tree from WV. This tree is near 

Moundsville, WV which has a lot of Indian history.  

 

Indian Heritage Sites Research Program 
 

The Covid-19 virus has impacted our ability to do 

research and all of our planned 2020 research 

programs have been canceled. We are currently doing research on day trips so as not to expose ourselves 

to unnecessary risks. We have three research stories to share that we hope you will find interesting.  

 

Amicalola and Etowah River Corridors 

 

John Reed Swanton wrote his classical report for the Smithsonian Institute, Bureau of Ethnology in 1922 

entitled Early History of the Creek Indians and their Neighbors. In his report he provided a detail account 

of each tribe that was associated with or was somehow involved with the Muskogee Creek Confederacy. 

 

OK Tree 

 

NY Tree 

 

WV Tree 

 



6 

Swanton places the Apalachee Indians north of Apalachee Bay in western Florida. He cites numerous 

references by the Spanish showing villages locations in western FL. He does mention that some of the 

Apalachee were in SC and fought in the Yamassee War of 1715. What is missing from Swanton’s report 

is the fact the Apalachee had a number of villages a long way from Florida on the Amicalola and Etowah 

Rivers in Georgia.  They had been there for over a hundred years from the 1650’s to the late 1770’s. 

These Apalachee Indians are believed to have traveled to SC in 1715 to join with the Yamassee in the 

war against the colonists.  

 

In 1939, Robert Wauchope, a professor of 

archaeology and anthropology at the 

University of Georgia studied the Amicalola 

corridor and determined there were a number 

of Apalachee Indian village located along the 

river. He made notes of his finds but did very 

little research on the sites at that time as his 

interested were elsewhere.  

 

Some of Wauchope’s studies were published 

in a book in 1966. Diane and I took some of 

his research notes and started looking for the 

Apalachee villages. In one day, we located 

three of these villages on the Amicalola River. 

The interesting thing about this information is 

there are no references in local history about 

these Indian occupying Dawson County GA. 

Wauchope noted in his research notes about rock 

walls that existed at some of the village site; however, 

we did not find any. 

 

Two months after finding the Apalachee villages on 

the Amicalola, I was contacted by two gents who had 

been searching a 500-acre site on the Etowah River 

near the Amicalola River and had found a large rock 

wall. With their guidance, we hiked onto that property 

and discovered a Ceremonial site related to 

Apalachee Indians and two more Apalachee villages. 

The rock wall which was related to a council site was 

marked with a Marker Tree nearby.  

 

Saving the MO Marker Tree 

 

Kent and Kimberly contacted me a few weeks ago 

about a power company’s intent to remove a tree from 

their neighbors’ property because it was a threat to the 

power lines. The tree was on Diane’s property and it 

was determined to be a very old Marker Tree marking 

the grave of an Osage Indian. 

 

Apalachee Council Site 
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Upon investigating this Marker Tree, it was determined not 

to be a threat to the power lines. It was only 60 ft tall and 

73 feet away from the 75 ft tall power lines. Further, it was 

leaning away from the power lines so it could never fall on 

them. The Mountain Stewards contacted the CEO of the 

power company plus other staff and asked them to back off 

from destroying a sacred tree and to reconsider their 

arbitrary policy for protecting their right-a-way. A week 

after contacting the company, they agreed to leave the tree 

alone. We don’t win many but we did save this Marker 

Tree.  

 

Coweta County, GA Creek Indian Presence 

 

Shirley and Chandler contacted us about a Marker Tree on 

Chandlers’ property that was very unusual. This tree had 

some odd appurtenances on the hip of the tree that got our 

attention. We visited the site on Saturday 27 June with the 

locals hosting us. This tree was determined to be marking 

a very important Council site 200 feet from the marker 

which has a 49-ring Geospiral of upwelling energy. It is a 

very powerful site. We determined the site was used by the 

Muskogee Creek Indians and other tribes of the Creek 

Indian Confederacy for council meeting. Oftentimes, the 

Council site is located within the boundaries of the village. 

However, in this case, this was a special site located some 

distance from the villages 

that used it. 

 

Within 0.6 miles of the 

council site, we visited a 

small Creek Indian village 

which may also have been 

involved with the council 

site where other larger 

principle villages met. 

Near the village site, we 

discovered a large pile of 

rocks in an area where few rocks could be found. This rock pile is the 

burial site of the Chief’s wife of the village. The rock pile is over 10 

feet in diameter and about four feet tall. The Chief’s grave was within 

a hundred feet of his wife’s grave and had no markings. Comparing 

these markings with the long-arm marker trees, the wife was obviously 

more important.  

 

On another neighbor’s property, we located a Ceremonial Burial site 

used by the small village for burying their elite members. There were at least seven graves at that site. 

 

MO Marker Tree 

 

 

 

Chief’s Wife Grave Site 
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New Web Site Operational 

 
If you haven’t had the opportunity to visit the new web site, we highly recommend you do. Our web site 

had to be completely rewritten in a new computer language and updated. The new site at 

www.mountainstewards.org has much more information than previously and I think it is easier to use. 

Check it out when you can.  

 

One thing we could not keep on the web site, at least for now, is the access to the trees in the National 

Database. The software we were using to show the trees by area location had some vulnerabilities and 

might cause the database to be hacked. Thus, it had to be dropped from use. Hopefully, we will find a 

way to add this feature back in the future.  

 

Mystery of the Trees Presentations and Book Signings 

 

Although we had stopped advertising our availability to do presentation two years ago after we sold out 

of the books, we still get a lot of requests for presentations. We have done a few this year but had to 

cancel others beginning in March due to the virus restrictions. We still have about 50 of the Mystery of 

the Trees DVD’s left to sell and they will not be reprinted when gone. They now sell for $12.00 and will 

be for sale until supplies are gone.  

 

New Presentations 

 

Our planned Symposiums on Native Science and Dowsing was also canceled due to the virus but 

hopefully can be rescheduled in the near future.   

 

Also, this year we planned to offer two new lectures at the Wilderness Wildlife Week (WWW) 

Conference in Pigeon Forge, TN on 5-7 May, 2020. These two lectures are: Medicine Men, Earth 

Energies and Healing and The Secret Geodetic Code to Design and Built Sacred Places. However, 

WWW has now been canceled for 2020 and will be held in early Feb 2021 

 

Facebook 
 

Years ago, I started a Mountain Stewards FB page but did not keep it up. Our FB page, Mysterytrees I 

thought would cover everyone’s interest but with a surge of interest in what we are doing in research and 

other activities, more people asked to join the page so I’m now keeping it going with weekly posts of 

happening.  

 

To stay in touch with our activities in between Newsletter issues, follow us on our Facebook pages at 

www.facebook.com/mysterytrees and www.facebook.com/groups/126677990699812/.(Mountain 

Stewards). These sites provide a running account of our weekly activities. Please log on to the site and 

LIKE the page. This opens our information to a larger audience and helps educate folks about the 

program. Currently, our LIKE’s total is 2,180 on the Mysterytrees page. Dialog often goes on between 

the followers of the site who are sharing their findings across the nation. 

 

http://www.mountainstewards.org/
http://www.facebook.com/mysterytrees
http://www.facebook.com/groups/126677990699812/

