Trail Tree Newsletter
October 2020
This is Volume 50 of the Quarterly Trail Tree Project Newsletter. We hope the topics in this newsletter
will be of interest to you. If you want us to report on other things, just let us know and we will be happy
to do that. Below is all the latest news.

Trail Tree (TT) Database
Trail Tree Database
We are closing in on having 2,900 Marker Trees in the database. We are currently at 2,885 trees. We will
cross over the 2,900 before we reach the end of November. The trees in the database now cover 45 states
and Canada. We added South Dakota to the states with Marker Trees a month ago. Our hopes are that
someone now finds trees in North Dakota, Idaho and Nevada to round out the lower 48 states.

Trees of Interest
I’ve selected some of trees from all over the United States
and Canada submitted from about mid-March to early
May to show the extent of Marker Trees nationwide. The
trees being submitted are helping us to tell more of the
story of these “living artifacts.” We welcome the
opportunity to learn more about them.

AL Tree
Wayne, his wife and daughter are the go-to team for AL to
find the Marker Trees. They are working mostly in the area
of the Bankhead National Forest near Moulton, AL which
was occupied by the Cherokee, Creek and other AL Tribes.
This tree is one of many submitted by Wayne in the last
several months.
AL Tree
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AR Tree
Bob Gaut and his side kick Barnett have been
our principle research team in AR for the past
decade in locating the Marker Trees. We lost
Barnett last year and now Bob has suffered
some debilitating health issues and will no
longer be able to research trees. One of the last
trees submitted by Bob this year is shown to
the right.

GA Tree
We have shown some of the trees that are
identified as being a tree marking an Indian
Healing site. These trees are usually created
from several trees bent so as to cause one tree
to grow into the other one. Judy found this tree in
GA which is a little different in that the tree is
growing together higher up that usual. This tree has
a Geospiral directly under the tree and is a Healing
Tree.

AR Tree

TN Tree
Chris just purchased property near Lenoir City, TN
and found a marker tree on the property in plain
sight. So many of these trees have existed for years
but with so few people educated in understanding
what they are, they don’t get reported. We recently
had a tree reported that existed on a major hiking trail seen
by hundreds if not thousands over the past several decades
but never reported. Hopefully, more people like Chris will
spot these trees and let us know about them.

GA Tree

NY Tree
Mike has been searching an area of NY just north of NJ
finding a number of trees related to the Delaware Indians. He
has also found village sites. One of his trees is shown on the
next page. Hopefully, someday when all the virus mess goes
away, we might be able to travel to NY to visit Mike’s Indian
sites.
TN Tree
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MD Tree
Very few Marker Trees have been found in MD. One
of the latest was found by Lenny near Bowie, MD.
This tree is a beech tree. Unfortunately its smooth skin
has suffered from having a number of disrespectful
people carve their initials on this sacred tree. The tree
lives on even though it has been harmed by hikers
over the years.

DE Tree
MD has a few trees but DE has only two so far. The
latest DE tree was found by Brandon. Near the
location of the tree is an old abandoned cultural site that
was believed to be a burial ground for the Indians in that
locale.

NY Tree

MD Tree

DE Tree

SC Tree
Earlier this year, we located a Catawba village site near the Savannah River and Calhoun Falls, SC.
Another Catawba village site has now been located near Greenwood, SC further to the east of the previous
site. Near that village site are several Marker Trees located by David. These trees are thought to be
ceremonial in purpose. The tree shown on the next page is a Ceremonial Healing Tree.
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NC Tree
David found his Marker tree near the coastal area
of NC. His tree is a Sycamore species which is not
often used. However, when there are not many of
the preferred oaks around, the Indians make do
with another species that has a long longevity.

LA Tree
Lewis discovered his Marker Tree is a wilderness
area in southern LA near Eunice, LA. This tree is
believed to be over 200 years old and is showing
signs of dying.

SC Tree

LA Tree
NC Tree

WI Tree
Chad discovered his tree north of Redgranite, WI. It maybe marking an old Indian trail. His tree is shown
on the next page.
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Canada Tree
Tara’s, who hails from SC, sent in a tree from her friend Nicole in Quebec, Canada. We think this is a
trail junction tree.

WI Tree
Quebec, Canada

Indian Heritage
Program

Sites

Research

We came out of hibernation from the Covid-19 shutdown in late July and began working on sites mostly
within one day travel to and from our home in North GA. The first site we started working on is near
Salem, SC where we joined with our colleague Laura Havran and others. This site is believed to be the
last location of the Congaree Indians of SC before they disbanded as a tribe. The work on this site will
be continuing into 2021 before the research is completed. In August, we traveled to Pickett State Park in
TN to meet with Dave and Rita who had found a remarkable Tree there that led us to a major sacred site.
In September, we returned to SC to meet with Laura and Julia and others to teach a class in dowsing and
to research the Mile Creek County Park property. Based on our finding there, we will be returning to that
site soon for more research.
Pickett CCC State Park, TN
Pickett CCC State Park is located in eastern TN near the KY border. This was Uchee and Cherokee
territory. Dave and Rita, hiking an area near the park, discovered an oddly bent tree whose configuration
was very different. They sent a picture of the tree to us; it got our attention. We felt that this was a very
special tree and that we needed to visit the site to determine its purpose. The tree was interpreted as
marking the site of a massacre of four women and ten children of the Waccamaw Indian tribe. The
Waccamaw tribe were from lower SC so it was strange to find them there. Researching the site, it was
learned that some of the Waccamaw’s left SC after being pushed out of the area and came to eastern TN
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in 1773. Unfortunately for them, they settled in an area which was very sacred to the Uchee’s. While the
men of the tribe were away hunting for food, the women and children were attacked and slaughtered by
the Uchee. The bent tree represents the pain the men felt when they returned from their hunt and found
the women and children. Although the Waccamaw’s were not living on the sacred site, they nevertheless
were killed. The Marker tree and sacred site are shown below. It is believed, the Uchee considered this
sacred site to be one where their Supreme Being would come to earth to visit with them.

Pickett Marker Tree
The complete story of this research can be
found on our web site at
www.mountainstewards.org/research-reports.
The research report is The Lost Village of the
Waccamaw Indians.
Mile Creek County Park, Pickens Co. SC
Mile Creek County Park is located in Pickens
County, SC bordering Lake Keowee. Just the
west of the park was the known location of
Keowee Town, a Cherokee Mother town now
Indian Rock House (Uchee Sacred Site)
submerged under Lake Keowee. The area of
the park which would have been some of the
highest land near Keowee was used by the Cherokee and other Indian tribes for sacred ceremonies. The
park has several Marker Trees and remnants of old Indian trails. There are also other sacred sites in the
park. Research will continue on this site later this year.

New Web Site Operational
We mentioned in the last newsletter about opening the new Mountain Stewards web site, If you haven’t
had the opportunity to visit the new web site, we highly recommend you do. The old web site had to be
completely rewritten in a new computer language and updated. The new site at
www.mountainstewards.org has much more information and I think it is easier to use than the previous
one. Check it out when you can.
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Mystery of the Trees Presentations and Book Signings
Although we had stopped advertising our availability to do presentation two years ago, we continue to
get requests for presentations. We have done a few this year but had to cancel others beginning in March
due to the virus restrictions. We still have about 50 of the Mystery of the Trees DVD’s left to sell and
they will not be reprinted when gone. They sell for $12.00 and will be for sale until supplies are gone.
New Presentations
Our planned Symposiums on Native Science and Dowsing was also canceled due to the virus. We did a
small class in September on Native Science and Dowsing for a group in SC where we were able to
maintain our social distancing. That worked out OK so we may do more like that in the future until the
virus restrictions are lifted.
I did a one-hour lecture on Indian Healing sites for the Annual Native American Sacred Trees and
Places (NASTaP.org) which was done virtually on Zoom. If you would like to listen to that lecture, you
can find it here: https://youtu.be/g_2gPRAWDls. To link to the site, do a Ctrl-click.
The next lectures we plan to do will be in 2021 in Pigeon Forge TN at the Wilderness Wildlife Week
(WWW) Conference. These two lectures are: Medicine Men, Earth Energies and Healing and The Secret
Geodetic Code for the Designing and Building of Sacred Places. The conference is scheduled for 2-4
Feb 2021.

New Book
Mystery of the Trees was written in 2010 and published in late 2011 when resources were available to
begin publication and marketing. In the past decade since publishing the book, our research program has
uncovered a great deal more information about the Marker trees and Indian sacred sites. Some of that
knowledge has been shared on the Mountain Stewards web site in research reports and videos but the
full extend of our findings is still unpublished. Some of our colleagues have been encouraging us to write
another book. Writing a book is hard work and getting it into publishable format is even harder so we
have been reluctant to start. However, persistent colleagues finally won out and a new book is currently
in draft form and undergoing editing. The new book is titled Deciphering the Signs, Sacred Indian Trees
and Places. It is our hope to be able to publish this book by late 2020 or early 2021 depending on getting
the book into final format and finding the money to make the first printing of 1,000 copies.

Facebook
To stay in touch with our activities in between Newsletter issues, follow us on our Facebook pages at
www.facebook.com/mysterytrees
and
www.facebook.com/groups/126677990699812/.(Mountain
Stewards). These sites provide a running account of our weekly activities. Please log on to the site and
LIKE the page. This opens our information to a larger audience and helps educate folks about the
program. Dialog often goes on between the followers of the sites who are sharing their findings across
the nation.
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