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Trail Tree Newsletter 

April 2021 
 

This is Volume 52 of the Quarterly Trail Tree Project Newsletter. We hope the topics in this newsletter 
will be of interest to you. If you want us to report on other things, just let us know and we will be happy 
to do that. Below is all the latest news.  
 
Trail Tree (TT) Database 
 
Trail Tree Database 
 
We began 2021 with 2968 trees in the database. By late February, we had crossed over the 3,000 mark 
and as we enter April, we are over 3,050 trees. The trees in the database now cover 45 states and Canada. 
Our hopes are that someone now finds trees in North Dakota, Idaho and Nevada to round out the lower 
48 states. 
 
Trees of Interest 
 
For this Newsletter, we have selected trees to 
show from those submitted in the later part of 
2020. The trees being submitted are helping us to 
tell more of the story of these “living artifacts.” 
With the Covid-19 restrictions, more people are 
out in the forest looking for recreational 
opportunities and in doing so are finding more of 
the Marker Trees.  
 
AL Tree 
 
Wayne and Patsy have been busy searching the 
Bankhead National Forest in AL and have found 
many Marker Trees. I’ve included just two of the 
more interesting one to show. The tree to the right is what is known as a healing tree. The Native 
Americans sometimes join two trees together over an upwelling energy site so that the person to be healed 
has a place to sit or lean on the tree to absorb the energy passing through their body.  

 
AL Tree 
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Wayne’s second tree is a Long Arm Marker Tree 
normally bent to mark one of more graves. 
Wayne and Patsy have found a large number of 
these in the Bankhead Forest. 
 
NM Tree 
 
Bobby located this Marker tree at almost 10,000 
feet of elevation in NM. This is a directional tree 
possibly marking a water source. 
 

MO Tree 
 
Nadean who is one of the original researchers 
from the team that started this program in 2007 
found a Marker Tree in MO on a visit to a resort. 
This tree is a very special purpose tree marking 
the site of a Ceremonial Healing site for 
pregnancy. The limb sweeping backwards is the 
indicator to identify this special tree’s purpose.  
 
TX Trees 
 
Hannah located this special site in TX consisting of a large number of trees bent in special shapes. These 
tree shapes are usually associated with a spiritual ceremonial site and the trees are referred to as Spirit 
Trees. This site would have been used by leaders of the tribe to conduct ceremonies associated with their 
Supreme Being. Near the center of this site would be upwelling energy and possibly a Geospiral. In the 
background of the picture, you can see some of the trees leaning in toward the center of the site which is 
caused by the upwelling energy. The picture of the trees is shown on the next page. 

NM Tree 
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CT Tree 
 
Corinne found her tree in CT. By the 
size of this tree, it has to be very old. 
Because of the urbanization of the 
State of CT, it is unusual to find any 
Marker Trees left but this one has 
survived the development of the state.  
 
VA Trees 
 
Mark and Kevin found two old Marker 
Trees on opposite sides of VA. Kevin 
tree is from near Woodbridge, VA and 
Mark’s is from near Rushmere, VA. 

  
PA Tree 
 
Chloe found another very old Marker Tree in 
her state of PA. This tree is estimated to be 
between 250-275 years old. It is marking an 
old Indian Trail.  
 
 

 
CT Tree 
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NC Tree 
 
Shelton has formed a 
new research team near 
Greensboro, NC. His 
team has begun finding 
some very old trees 
also. One of the first 
found by his team is 
shown to the right. 
Shelton is teaching his 
grandchildren about the 
Marker tree culture.  
 
Canada Tree 
 
We don’t get many trees 
sent in from Canada but 
when we do, they are 
very old. This tree is 
estimated to be 
approaching 300 years 
old. This tree is marking an old Indian trail near Ontario, 
Canada.  
 
Indian Heritage Sites Research Program  
 
This winter has been brutal so getting any research done 
has been difficult. We did find one weekend in January that 
we were able to work in SC under pretty cold conditions 
but got the research done. 
 
Tamassee Site 
  
Near Tamassee, SC is a sacred site that has so much earth 
energy that we discovered unique conditions that left us 
struggling to understand the physical phenomenon 
occurring at the site. A research report on this site was 
posted on the Mountain Stewards website at 
www.mountainstewards.org/research-reports. 
 
Western AL 
 
After Diane and I got our vaccine shots and the weather had 
warmed up some, we traveled to western AL to visit two 
sacred sites. The Dismals Canyon is a National Natural 
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Landmark which was known to have been used by Native Americans. Archaeologist have documented 
some of the Indian culture in the Canyon but missed a lot more. We found adjacent to the site, earthen 
mounds dating to the Mississippian Period and that the canyon itself was used by Choctaw and 
Chickasaw cultures during the 1700’s and 1800’s. Near the rear of the canyon is a healing site and some 
burials.  
 
NW of Florence, AL, 
Tom Hendrix built a 
stacked stone wall 
known as the Wachahpi 
Commemorative Stone 
Wall. This wall is 
dedicated to his great-
great grandmother who, 
as a 17-year-old Yuchi 
Indian girl, who was 
taken on the Trail of 
Tears with her sister after the federal forces had killed their parents.  
 
Her name was Te-lah-nay. After spending less than a year in OK, she 
felt she needed to come back to her home. She walked for two years to 
return to AL. Te-lah-nay wrote the story of her adventure in Yuchi and 
Tom had it translated to English. To commemorate her life and her story, Tom decided to build a stacked 
stone wall a mile long which contains a rock for every step she took walking to OK and back to AL. Tom 
said that in building the wall, “he wore out three trucks, 22 wheelbarrows, 3,800 pairs of gloves, three 
dogs and one old man.” The site where the wall is built is near the Natchez Trace in NW AL. It is a very 
sacred site. We visited it on a Friday morning and had the pleasure to be there by ourselves to appreciate 
this treasure.  Tom wrote a book about his great-great grandmother’s life adventures called, If the Legends 
Fade.  We found one in a second-hand book store. It is book worth reading if you can find a copy. And, 
if you’re in NW AL, add this site to your bucket list.  
  
New Web Site Operational 
 
We mentioned in the last newsletter about opening the new Mountain Stewards web site. If you haven’t 
had the opportunity to visit the new web site, we highly recommend you do. The old web site had to be 
completely rewritten an updated in a new computer language. The new site at 
www.mountainstewards.org has much more information and, I think, is easier to use than the previous 
one. Check it out when you can.  
 
Presentations and Book Signings 
 
With many folks now vaccinated against the Covid-19 virus and the pandemic beginning to get under 
control hopefully later this year, we hope to restart offering presentation on our research work.  We still 
have about 30 of the Mystery of the Trees DVD’s left to sell and they will not be reprinted when gone. 
They sell for $12.00 and will be for sale until supplies are gone. They are now being sold from the 
website.  

 

 

http://www.mountainstewards.org/
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New Presentations 
 

Our planned Symposiums on Native Science and Dowsing were canceled due to the virus. We hope to 
restart these efforts sometime in mid to late 2021 when conditions are safer for larger gatherings.  
 
New Book 
 
The new book, Deciphering the Signs, Sacred Indian Trees and Places has now gone on sale and is now 
available on the website at https://mountainstewards.org/deciphering-the-signs-sacred-indian-trees-
places/. This book is a follow up to Mystery of the Trees which was published in 2011. Having learned 
a great deal since then, we felt it was important to share this new knowledge. Deciphering the signs, 
interpreting Indian trees, and identifying sacred places involves new understandings and new techniques 
in research that include Native Science, dowsing, earth energy and more. Some of our methods are 
supranormal which does invite skepticism.  However, if you are interested in becoming involved with 
the excitement of being able to achieve unprecedented results in locating, documenting, and helping to 
preserve Indian culture then this book is for you. Prepare yourself to step into a world where your sixth 
sense becomes a major part of your everyday world. If you’re not a believer yet, you may become one 
as soon as you experience the phenomenon of dowsing.   
 
 

https://mountainstewards.org/deciphering-the-signs-sacred-indian-trees-places/
https://mountainstewards.org/deciphering-the-signs-sacred-indian-trees-places/
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Facebook  
 
To stay in touch with our activities in between Newsletter issues, follow us on our Facebook pages at 
www.facebook.com/mysterytrees and www.facebook.com/groups/126677990699812/.(Mountain 
Stewards). These sites provide a running account of our weekly activities. Please log on to the site and 
LIKE the page. This opens our information to a larger audience and helps educate folks about the 
program. Dialog often goes on between the followers of the sites who are sharing their findings across 
the nation. 
 

 

http://www.facebook.com/mysterytrees
http://www.facebook.com/groups/126677990699812/

