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INTRODUCTION 

In Chapter One (Cultural Heritage Research) of our book, Deciphering the Signs, Sacred Indian 
Trees and Places published in December 2020, we addressed the lack of a comprehensive 
historical record of Indian culture in North America. We think it is important to quote the first 
few paragraphs of that chapter to begin to address another Lost Culture that has been relegated 
to the mythical status by the academic community. 

“For hundreds of years, we have depended on the academic community to open the doors to 
cultural truth to enrich our understanding of the history of the world’s people and their cultural 
backgrounds. The truth has been obscured on occasion when researchers, we have trusted to 
explain history to us, haven’t been accurate.  Today, in 2021, history is being attacked by those 
who either want to destroy it or reshape it. Some in the US are proposing the “1619” project 
which would rewrite history, not as it was but as they want it to be. 

In 2005, Charles C. Mann in his national best-selling book, 1491, New Revelations of the Americas 
Before Columbus, exposed how history had been distorted to fit the opinions of the research 
community. Mann stated that the 1987 edition of American History, a Survey, a standard high 
school text book written by three well known historians, summed up Indian history thusly: “For 
thousands of centuries - centuries in which human races were evolving, forming communities, 
and building the beginnings of national civilizations in Africa, Asia, and Europe, the continents we 
know as the America’s stood empty of mankind and its works.” The story of the Europeans in the 
New World, the book informed the students is: “The story of the creation of a civilization where 
none existed.” No wonder our trust of the academic community is broken. The truth of the 
history of the America is that this continent was occupied by a society of natives who had been 
here for more than 14,000 years.  Every year that date gets pushed back further.” 

More recently, in 2019, author Jim Willis published his book, Lost Civilizations, The Secret 
Histories and Suppressed Technologies of the Ancients. Jim, a well-educated but non-member of 
the academic community, provides in his book a comprehensive understanding of the histories 
on every continent in the world based on the facts that have existed for centuries, facts that have 
been ignored by academic research communities. This book is a follow up to his previous book, 
Ancient Gods, Lost Histories, Hidden Truths, and the Conspiracy of Silence.  

Why does the cultural history of the people and places of this world lack comprehensive 
documentation? Why do we have to depend on non-academicians to open the doors to the 
truth? In partial defense of some of the people of the academic community, there has been a 
long-standing rigorous mandate within that community that anyone choosing to offer research 
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data outside of the community’s agreed upon written history of a people, place or phenomenon 
would be ostracized and shunned. It is a brave academician who dares to offer an alternative 
opinion. 

The historians have documented the Mound Builders civilizations of the Hopewell Indians from 
100-500 AD and the Woodland and Mississippian’s culture up until 1300 AD and possibly beyond 
that time period. From that point forward history concentrates on the Indians of the Historic 
Period beginning around 1500 AD and their conflict with the New World settlers.  

Left out of this history is the culture of at least one civilization. Its history begins around 1170 and 
remained a part of the North American landscape until sometime in the 1600-1700’s when the 
last of its people were destroyed by diseases. This culture was known as the White Indians. They 
were Welsh in heritage and were more specifically from Gwynedd, Northern Wales. They were 
sometimes referred to as the “Moon-Eyed People” by the Native American Indians. One report 
from the Carolinas called them the Padoucas which is translated to mean White Indians. The 
purpose of this report is to finally give the “White Indians” a place in the history of North America. 

THE GWYNEDD PEOPLE 

We stumbled onto some Gwynedd sites earlier this year and started investigating the Gwynedd 
People as more than the myth they were known by.  The only other reference to them that we 
had seen in prior years was on Fort Mountain, GA. On Fort Mountain is a rock structure believed 
to have been built by the Gwynedd 
but referred to as the Moon-Eyed 
People. The historic sign mostly 
refers to the Cherokee who 
occupied this area of GA but in fact, 
the Gwynedd People had a village 
near the crest of the mountain and 
built the stone structure as a 
fortification to protect them from 
Creek Indians who were continuing 
to harass them. A battle was fought 
there in 1526 and both the Creek 
and Gwynedd Indians lost warriors. 
The graves of thirteen Gwynedd warriors were discovered near the battlefield. As more evidence 
became available regarding the Gwynedd people in North America, we decided it was time to 
learn more about these people and when they came to America. 

The Gwynedd People of Northern Wales 

Wales in the 12th Century was a country not under a single ruler but divided into Kingdoms and 
ruled by Princes for each Kingdom. The Northern Kingdom was called Gwynedd, named after the 
family of its ruler Owen Gwynedd. Owen had eleven sons, some of whom were illegitimate. In 
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1170, Owen died. Following Welsh traditions, the oldest son would become the new ruler and 
Owens’s possessions would be divided among the sons. However, the sons were not willing to 
take a fair share and be satisfied. Thus, conflict broke out among the sons with each trying to be 
the new leader of the Gwynedd Kingdom. Several sons were killed and others continued to fight 
for the right to be the Prince of Gwynedd.  

One of Owen’s illegitimate sons was named Prince Madoc and he apparently did not desire to 
fight for a right to the Kingdom. Observing his brothers fighting and killing and knowing that the 
winner would remove all brothers who might try and claim the Kingdom, Madoc decided to leave 
Wales.  

In 2019, the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Wales published a 
book, Wales and the Sea, 10,000 Years of Welsh Maritime History detailing their long history of 
being a leader in sailing the oceans from the ancient of times. Therefore, the Welsh people had 
a great deal of knowledge and skill for navigating the oceans using charts dating back to 
thousands of years. 

Early records of Prince Madoc’s life indicate he may have owned a ship and that he had 
knowledge of navigating the oceans around Wales. Since the Kingdom of Gwynedd was on the 
northern shores of Wales and there were harbors there, they surely had members of the 
Gwynedd Kingdom who were sailors and had access to ships beyond what Madoc had. The 
difficult question to answer is if Prince Madoc was going to leave Wales by ship, where did he 
think he was going to go in 1170. Knowledge of the world was limited and exploration of any new 
worlds was further limited. The Norse people are said to have explored Newfoundland around 
1000 AD but it is unlikely they shared that information with the Welsh. Exploration of any new 
worlds by the British, French, Spanish and others didn’t begin for over three hundred years. The 
only possible knowledge he may have has access to is found in a somewhat controversial video 
produced in the 1990’s in Kentucky.  Alan Wilson of the Australia Foundation and James Michael 
of the Ancient Kentucky Historical Foundation traveled the country in the late 1990 until the mid-
2000’s presenting their theory that in 562 AD another Prince Madoc and others sailed to the 
Northern Continent, traversed the Mississippi River and arrived in the area of KY on the Ohio 
River. If this story is at all true and if the voyage was recorded in the records of the ancient United 
Kingdom, then perhaps Prince Madoc of the Gwynedd people had access to it and would have 
known of a way to reach that new world.  

Regardless of what information he had, Prince Madoc convinced members from four of the nine 
clans of the Gwynedd Kingdom to come with him on two ships and leave their homeland for 
places unknown.  
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Welsh Ships of the 12th Century 

The principle knowledge of the Welsh ships of the 12 Century has been derived from two ships 
discovered hidden in the mud on the coast of Wales. One was found in the southern part of Wales 
at Newport and another at a separate location. These two ship designs may be what Madoc sailed 
on in 1170. The ship of the left is fairly large and maybe a more appropriate ship to sail across 
the Atlantic. The ship on the right is more of a Viking type design and seems small for crossing 
the Atlantic especially in storms of considerable size. Perhaps someday, someone will find a 
Madoc ship buried in the Mississippi Delta or Mobile Bay.  

Knowledge of the Ocean Currents 

The shortest distance to North American from Wales would be to head south around Ireland and 
then east across the North Atlantic 2,200 miles to Newfoundland. However, going to 
Newfoundland as a place to start a new life you would be sailing against the ocean currents.  

The primary ocean current in the North 
Atlantic begins in the Gulf of Mexico. 
There from its hot source, the current in 
the form of the Gulf Stream shoots out of 
the Florida Straits at around seven knots 
and flows northward along the east coast 
of America. At the latitude of Canada, the 
current turns eastward flowing in that 
direction until it encounters the 
European continent where it turns 
southward toward the Equator. At the 
Equator it then turns west to head back 
to the starting point of the Gulf of 
Mexico. Sailors who know this fact can get a boost in speed of sailing with the current in lieu of 
sailing into it. 

 

North Atlantic Ocean Currents 
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Dave Tabler in an article published by 
Appalachian History in 2017 provided an 
estimated route taken by Prince Madoc 
which follows the North Atlantic Current. 
Further, the prevailing air currents flowing 
off of the Sahara Desert eastward to the 
North American continent provide an 
added benefit of sailing in this direction. It 
makes perfect sense that this is what Prince 
Madoc and his two ships did thus arriving in 
the Gulf of Mexico in lieu of on the east 
coast of North America as many other 
explorers did hundreds of years later.  

The Gulf Coast of North America certainly has many places that would be acceptable to land and 
start a new beginning for the Welsh. However, the Welsh came from a mountainous area so it is 
assumed they preferred to find a similar place to begin their new life in America. To get to the 
mountainous areas of American, they would have had to travel the rivers heading north. Two of 
the primary accesses to the river networks are Mobile Bay and the Mississippi Delta. From Mobile 
Bay, one can travel the Mobile, Tombigbee, Alabama, Sipsey, Tallapoosa, Coosa, Tennessee, 
Etowah, Cumberland and many other rivers to access the interior of AL, GA, TN and into the 
Carolina’s. From the Mississippi Delta, heading up the Mississippi, one can assess the Arkansas, 
Red, Ohio, Tennessee, and Missouri Rivers gaining access the MS, AR, TX, OH, KY, MO, and all the 
states that border these rivers. So, if you were to chose a site to land your ships, then Mobile Bay 
and the Mississippi Delta would be the best choices.  

REUBEN T. DURRETT BOOK 

Reuben T. Durrett, a member of the Filson Club of Kentucky published his book, Traditions of the 
Earliest Visits of Foreigners to North American in 1908. There is no better reference source on 
the Prince Madoc venture to America than this book. Durrett spent extensive time researching 
the original written accounts about Madoc, some in history accounts held in the Welsh Abbeys, 
and other written accounts dating back the 1500’s. He also interviewed many people who knew 
about the Welsh people in America as well as some who had first account information of the 
Welsh occupation of America. This thoroughly researched book leaves no doubt in one’s mind 
that the Welch truly were a part of the early American culture long before Columbus or other 
British, French or Spanish explorers arrived in North America. Why the academic community has 
ignored this treasure is beyond comprehension. Going forward in this report, we will use 
Durrett’s book as our primary source of information.  

 

 

 

Probable Route of Madoc’s Journey 
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WELSH IN AMERICA, A LOST CIVILIZATION 

In Durrett’s book, it is written that Prince Madoc and those with him, sailed in two ships and 
landed first in Mobile Bay. Our research of this fact, based on a visit to Dauphin Island in Sept 
2021, showed us that they landed on that island at the entrance to Mobile Bay in September 
1170. The exact site is just to the west of Fort Gaines. For more information of Mountain Stewards 
research methodology, refer to our book, Deciphering the Signs, Sacred Indian Trees and Places. 

Madoc brought with him approximately 70 people (35 in each ship) from four of the nine Welsh 
clans. Each clan was a family unit. Normally the oldest person was the clan leader. Prince Madoc 
ships were the Guignan Corn which was owned by Madoc and the Saint Peter. 

We estimated that the Welsh people remained on Dauphin Island for about 5-6 months. After 
that, Prince Madoc and his brother sailed the two ships back to Wales following the Gulf Stream 
and then the Atlantic current. Madoc left about April 1171 with about 26 of the Welsh. The 
remaining 44 members moved inland using coracle boats to transit the Bay. Those moving inland 
were determined to have set up a new village near the end of Beach Drive some 18 miles inland 
on Mobile Bay.  

In Durrent’s book is an account based on a translation of documents held in the Abbeys of 
Conway where Prince Madoc is reported to have returned to Wales. We assume this would have 
occurred in late spring in 1171. The translation of the Abbey document records that: “At length 
he came to an unknown country, where the natives differed from any peoples he had seen 
before, and all things were strange and new. Seeing that this land was pleasant and fertile, he 
put on shore and left behind most of those in his ships and returned to Wales.” Another 
paragraph from the document stated that “Coming among his friends again, after so eventful a 
voyage, he told them of the fair and extensive region he had found; there, he assured them, they 
could live in peace and plenty, instead of cutting each other’s throats for the possession of a 
rugged district of rocks and mountains. The advantage he offered were so obvious, or his 
eloquence so persuasive, that enough people determined to go with him to fill ten ships.” 

There is no record reported as to when Madoc left Wales with the ten ships but it was not likely 
until the summer of 1173. Sailing through the Equator area in the late fall is very dangerous 
considering the hurricane weather that occurs there. He departure being almost two years after 
he arrived back in Wales may have been related to raising money enough for ten ship and 
provisions.  

George Catlin was a famous American painter of Indians and western history in the 1800’s. He 
lived with the Mandans Indians in the upper part of the Missouri River for several years. The 
Mandans Indians are believed to have intermarried with the Gwynedd “White Indians” and spoke 
the Welsh language. In Catlin’s book, North American Indians Volume 2,  Catlin wrote, “…Prince 
Madoc sailed from North Wales in the latter part of the Twelfth Century in ten ships, according 
to numerous and accredited authors, and never returned to his country, having been supposed 
to have landed somewhere on the coast of North or South America; and from the best authorities 
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(which I will suppose everyone has read rather then to quote them at this time) I think it has been 
clearly proved that they either landed on the coast of Florida or about the mouth of the 
Mississippi, and according to the history and poetry of this country, and settled somewhere in 
the interior of North America, where they are yet remaining, intermixed with some of the savage 
tribes.” 

Morgan Edwards published in 1770 his book, “Materials toward a History of the American 
Baptists.” In the book appendix, he included a letter written by him to the British Missionary 
Society wherein he said, “It is not known to you that Madoc Gwynedd, a Prince of Wales, did 
about 500 years ago, sail to the westwards with several ships and a number of his subjects; and 
was never heard of again. Some relics of the Welsh tongue being found in old and deserted 
settlements about the Mississippi make it probable that he sailed up that river.” 

Durrent’s book has multiple references of witness accounts of people seeing the Gwynedd on 
the Mississippi, Red, Ohio and Missouri Rivers so it can be said that the second voyage of Madoc 
did in fact land on the Mississippi Delta and travel up river. Our research of the ten ships has 
shown that they probably did not all land in the same place. The next section provides some new 
insights on Madoc’s second trip. 

Madoc’s Second Trip to America 

Since very little is written abut Madoc’s second trip, we can only surmise about his plans and 
intent for bringing ten ships and approximately 300-350 people to America. Our research of his 
second landing has shown that the ships split up and landed at several locations. Perhaps Madoc 
intended to spread his subjects out across the country so that the Welsh people would have more 
room to live and start a new livelihood. He may have also decided to occupy more of the North 
American continent so that the Welsh became a more dominant civilization. Whatever his plan 
may have been, he sailed two ships into Mobile Bay and then their approximately 70 people used 
coracle boats to sail up the bay to join those that had arrived on the first ships. Two more ships 
reached the Mississippi Delta and sailed up the river landing near what is now Potash, LA. After 
years of settling there some began a trek up the Mississippi.  

Three other ships sailed westward across the Gulf and landed in Mexico. The final three ships 
under Madoc’s control sailed along the Gulf Stream to approximately where North Carolina is 
today and landed somewhere on that shore. The remainder of this report will discuss what has 
been learned about each of the groups that landed from the ten ships. 

The Mexican Welsh 

Of the ten ships that arrived in North American, the Welsh people on the three ships that landed 
somewhere on the Mexican eastern coast left little history to document their existence. Durrett 
in his book did provide reference to the Welsh being in the Mexican peninsular. Durrett wrote 
that King Montezuma said in a speech when captured by Hernando Cortez, “The inhabitants and 
natives of that country affirm by tradition that their rulers descended from a strange nation, 
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which came thither from a strange country.” This speech was recorded in the Spanish Chronicles 
of the conquest of the West Indies. He went on to point out that some of the names found in 
Mexico such as the Gwyndor River, the white bird called the Pengwyn, the use of the word 
Gwarando and the Cape of Bryton were all British or Welsh words.  

Someday, perhaps, someone will do a study of the DNA of the Mexican people to see if there are 
any identifiers in their DNA that would link them to the Welsh people.  

The Mississippi Valley Welsh 

Two of Madoc’s ship are suspected of having arrived at the mouth of the Mississippi and traveled 
inland a short distance to where Potash, LA is currently located and landed there. After years of 
settling there, they are believed to have traveled along the Mississippi River to many of its 
tributaries Over the next hundred years or so, they traveled those rivers seeking new places to 
settle down. The main rivers linked to the Mississippi are the Red, Arkansas, Ohio, Tennessee, 
Cumberland, and Missouri. Durrett’s book shared many references of early explorers 
encountering the “White Indians” in villages along these rivers. 

Of the many references included in Durrett’s book is Morgan Edwards book, Materials towards 
a History of the American Baptists published in 1770. Edwards states in his book that, “Some 
relics of the Welsh tongue being found in old and deserted settlements about the Mississippi 
make it probable that Madoc sailed up that river.”  

In another reference, American Museum, 2nd Volume Durrett included the story shared by 
Captain Isaac Stewart of South Carolina in 1782. Stewart stated that he was captured by Indians 
50 miles to the west of Fort Pitt, PA around 1769 and taken to the area of the Wabash River 
where he remained for two years in bondage. A Spanish explorer from Mexico arrived at his 
location and seeing his plight and that of another gentlemen of Welsh heritage, he negotiated 
their release from the Indians. The Mexican then took them on his travels across the Mississippi 
to the Red River upon which they then traveled approximately 700 miles westward. There on the 
banks of the River Post and the Red Rivers, they encountered a village of “White Indians” whose 
hair was reddish color and they spoke the Welsh language as confirmed by Stewarts fellow 
traveler. The chiefs of this village told the visitors they came from a foreign country and had 
landed on the Mississippi. The area in which Stewart encountered the “white Indians’ would 
today be west Texas.  

The Reverend John Williams published his book, An inquiry into the Truth of the Tradition 
concerning the Discovery of America by Madoc in 1796. Williams shared in his book the story of 
Benjamin Sutton who while living with the Choctaw Indians in Mississippi, traveled overland to a 
town a very considerable distance from New Orleans whose inhabitants were of a different 
complexion and spoke Welsh. He said the town was on the west side of the Mississippi River far 
above New Orleans.  
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As stated previously, George Catlin, the renown painter who documented western scenes and 
the Native American Indians in the 1800’s, published two volumes of his works in 1857 entitled, 
Letters and Notes on the Manners of the North American Indians. For two years, he lived with the 
Mandan Indians far up the Missouri and learned about their culture. Based on his studies of the 
Mandan’s, he concluded they were the descendants of the Gwynedd or “White Indians.” 
Unfortunately, a British trader brought smallpox to the village and the Mandan’s were almost 
wiped out from the disease.  

Probably, the most important evidence of the “White Indians” existence in North American is 
included in John Filson’s 1784 book, History of Kentucky as reported by Durrett. Filson recorded 
the battle that occurred on the Falls of the Ohio where the Red Indians overpowered the “White 
Indians” and drove them into the river onto Sand Island where they were slaughtered. In 
confirmation of that fact, Durrett shared a letter written by Thomas S. Hinde which appeared in 
the Pioneer Vol. 1 1824. Hinde said, “In 1799, six soldiers’ skeletons were dug up near 
Jeffersonville (OH), each skeleton had a breast plate of brass, cast with the Welsh coat-of-arms, 
the Mermaid and the Harp with the Latin inscription, in substance, “virtuous deeds meet their 
just reward.”” Hinde mentioned that one of the breast plates was taken to VA but unfortunately 
today, none of the evidence was preserved. It is all lost.  

Durrett shared many more references and stories of the existence of the Gwynedd people in the 
Mississippi valley. These stories cumulatively provide sufficient proof that the Welsh were in 
North America from the 12th century to at least the 16th century.  

Central East Coast Welsh 

Three of the ten Madoc ships are believed to have followed the Gulf Stream out of the Gulf of 
Mexico and landed somewhere along the eastern coast of North America probably in the vicinity 
of the Pamlico River in NC. It is 
believed that Prince Madoc was on 
these three ships.   

One of the first accounts of the 
Welsh being on the east coast of 
North America was published in 
the Gentlemen’s Magazine in 1740 
in London. The Reverend Morgan 
Jones in 1685 recorded his account 
of being captured along with his fellow travelers by Indians of the Tuscarora Tribe. They had 
started their adventure near Port Royal in SC and traveled inland and were taken prisoner. The 
Tuscarora were thought to exist in eastern NC so the travelers may have ventured into NC. Jones 
group of travelers were told by the Tuscarora Indians that they would be killed. When one of the 
travelers spoke in Welsh of his lament, the War Captain of the tribe understood his language and 
had them released. Jones and his fellow travelers remain four months with the tribe which they 
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called the Doegs and Jones preached to them over that time in the Welsh language and the 
members of tribe could understand him. Durrett believes the tribe was located on the Pamlico 
River somewhere near Cape Hatteras.   

Jones did not describe the appearance of the tribal members as being white or European so the 
Welsh may have intermarried with the Indians on the east coast and became more mixed blood 
with a darker skin color.  

John Sevier an American soldier, frontiersman, and politician, and one of the founding fathers of 
the State of Tennessee wrote that on one occasion, the Cherokee leader Oconostota said in 1783 
that the local mounds had been built by white people, who the Cherokee eventually expelled 
from the lands. According to Sevier’s accounts, the Cherokee leader confirmed that these 
mysterious people were in fact, Welsh from across the ocean. 

Author James Mooney who lived with the Cherokee for many years wrote in his book in 1902 
that, “how there is a dim but persistent tradition of a mysterious, ancient people who preceded 
the Cherokee in lower Appalachia.” 

William Owen interviewed General Bowles, a Cherokee Chief and asked him if he knew about a 
tribe of Welsh Indians. Chief Bowles stated, “that he well did know, and that they were called the 
Padoucas or White Indians.”  

Mobile Bay Welsh 

The remaining two ships of the ten that arrived in 1173 are thought to have landed in Mobile Bay 
where the first two arrived. The Welsh from these two ships then traveled up Mobile Bay to a 
location on the western shore of the bay which we located in September 2021 as being the 
Gwynedd village. There they joined the members of Madoc’s first group to expand their village 
to all nine clans. This village was located today at the end of Beach Street just to the west of 
Gaillard Island. They remained there until 1774 when they began their trek following the rivers 
inland to start new Welsh communities. 

Living in the southeast has allowed us to spend more time on researching the Welch communities 
throughout the SE region. Our first discovery of the Gwynedd people occurred in northeast GA 
near Clarksville with a site dated to the 1500’s. But the earliest site was found near Seed Lake in 
northeast GA dating to 1236. A boots-on-the-ground research visit was made to the village site 
to confirm its location in October, 2021. The village was estimated to have around 33 families 
and had remained in that location until 1427. So, it took the Mobile Bay Welsh approximately 62 
years to travel the river network and overland to arrive at this mountainous site. Since the Welsh 
came from a mountainous terrain, they probably continued their travel to the north until they 
found territory similar to what they had in Wales.  

A second large village was located near Murphy, NC on the Hiwassee River. This village dated 
from 1265-1434 and had 37 families. Both of these large villages found peaceful living conditions 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tennessee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oconostota
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at their chosen locations and remained there for close to 200 hundred years. It is assumed that 
these large villages had to move due to exhausting their game food supply and possible wearing 
out the soil from crop growth. We tracked the movement of the Murphy village westward on the 
Hiwassee River to a Tennessee site where they remained another hundred years before moving 
again.  

The Gwynedd people were described by many as being “war-like” people. However, after living 
in peace for hundreds of years, they may have become complacent in their cultural fighting 
abilities and avoided potential conflicts with other tribes. The Murphy Gwynedd people left the 
TN site in 1535 moving just 6 miles to the south to Chilhowee Mountain where they remained 
only three short years. They may have encountered the Uchee Indians who considered eastern 
TN as their hunting grounds and moved to avoid conflict. Their final move was further to the 
south to a place near the Conasauga River. There they remained at peace for nine years until 
unfortunate for them, a large Cherokee village moved within a half mile of their village. The two 
villages could not exist on the same hunting grounds so the Cherokee who were more prepared 
for war, attacked the Gwynedd people and overwhelmed them killing almost half of their people. 
They captured others who became slaves to the Cherokee and the remaining Welsh that escaped 
fled to the west. No other village was found to the west so the remainder of the tribe probably 
were adopted by other tribes to the west such as the Koasati.  

A third large village was located near 
Manchester, TN. Several authors suggested 
that the Old Stone Fort in Manchester might 
have been a Gwynedd site. We did a boots-
on-the-ground survey of the site in 
November and determined it was indeed a 
Gwynedd village site. Fifty-seven families 
arrived at the Old Fort site on the Duck River 
around 1395 and remained there until 1577.  
See site picture on the right. They remained 
at peace until about 1540 when Cherokee 
began attacking their village. The Gwynedd 
people in order to defend themselves built a 
stone wall surrounding the entire peninsular 
of the Duck River completing it in 1545. The 
wall had been determined by excavation to 
be stacked stones about 6 feet high covered with earth to form the wall. They successfully 
defended their village for about 30 years but in 1577, the Cherokee brought a force of over 200 
members and overran the defensive wall and slaughtered 65% of the Gwynedd people and took 
another 16 as slaves. The remained escaped down the river and probably joined a friendly tribe.  

 

Old Stone Fort Location 
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Gwynedd villages have been found all over northern GA dating to the early 1500’s. Many of these 
villages were attacked by Cherokee and Creek Indians who drove them from their villages. They 
sought new sites only to be attacked again.  One village located near Clarksville GA was attacked 
in 1535 by Mayans who slaughtered the village where few escaped.  

Villages have also been found in TN, NC and SC. From their beginning arrival in North America in 
1171, the Gwynedd people proliferated and spread out across the southeast and further north 
becoming a significant culture in the history of North America. Unfortunately, they left little 
archaeological evidence of their existence which makes if difficult to prove they were here.  

SPECULATION ON THE CULTURE CHANGES OF THE GWYNEDD PEOPLE IN NORTH AMERICA 

All written accounts of the Welsh people in their early history provide a record of a people that 
were never conquered. They were a fierce fighting force and every invading foreign nation met 
their match on the battlefield. These cultural people are the ones who arrived in North America 
in 1170 and 1173-4 bringing with them their personal armor and fighting weapons. They were 
small in numbers but were prepared to stand their ground if they met an aggressive Indigenous 
people in the New World.  

Although they left no written accounts of their time in North America, the Gwynedd people likely 
met some of the Native American tribes that existed in their travels. But for most of their history 
in North America, they lived in peace which is what they sought leaving the civil wars in Wales. 

From the time they arrived until probably the early 1500’s, a period of some 300 hundred plus 
years, they lived in small to large villages scattered across the north central and southeastern 
part of North America. Each village was an integral community of families associated with some 
or all of the nine clans that arrived in North America. The size of the villages was estimated to be 
from about 50 to 150 people.  Thus, the ability to choose a mate to wed from a distinctive genetic 
family group was very limited. In the 300 years of their early history, it is likely that the 
proliferation of the Gwynedd people included some inbreeding.  

Inbreeding of a culture can result in homozygosity causing genetic effects on the offspring. Some 
effects are small stature, eye sight issues including blindness, deformities of the hands and feet, 
shortness of life, heart issues and more. In some cases, it results in blue eyes and reddish hair.  

There are written accounts attributed to Cherokee leaders and others that refer to the Gwynedd 
People as the “Moon-Eyed” people because of their large eyes and difficult in seeing in the 
daylight.  

Smith Barton, an American botanist, naturalist and physician, wrote a book entitled, New Views 
of the Origin of the Tribes and Nations of America in 1797. In it he refers to the Gwynedd people 
as the “Moon-Eyes” because they had difficulty seeing in the bright sunlight and had a number 
of different features from the rest of Native Americans.  
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One of the probably effects of inbreeding is called Axenfeld-
Rieger Syndrome which is mostly an eye disorder. The 
National Institute of Health in their MedlinePlus information 
page describe the eye disorder effects to include 
abnormalities in the front part of the eye. These effects may 
include a thin iris or colored part of the eye; increased number 
of pupils to allow the light in and glaucoma. Other effects can 
include distinctive facial features such as widely spaced eyes, 
flattening mid face with a broad, flat nasal bridge, and a 
prominent forehead.  When you look at the artifact shown on 
the right found near Murphy, NC depicting the appearance of 
the Moon-Eyed people, it shows exactly the features caused 
by Axenfeld-Rieger Syndrome.  

Cabbagetown, Atlanta GA – A Possible Example of What 
Happened to the Gwynedd People 

By 1881, the Fulton Bag and Cotton Mills was begun to replace the mills that had been destroyed 
in the Battle of Atlanta. A low-cost work force was needed to work in the mills. The mill owners 
brought people from Appalachia in northern GA to Atlanta with the promise to provide housing 
and other benefits for them to become the permanent work force. These people were mostly 
poorly educated Scots-Irish immigrants having lived in the Appalachian Mountains eking out a 
living with few jobs and poor living conditions. As a culture, they trusted no one other than their 
own people and remained apart from other cultures. When they moved to Atlanta into the mill 
town it was known as Cabbagetown because they grew cabbage in their front yards. They 
remained a close-knit community of mostly related families. The younger generation who sought 
a mate to marry, had few chances to pick someone from a separate genetic line. Thus, there was 
likely some inbreeding among the Cabbagetown people.  

Oraien Catledge grew up in Tutwiler, MS and moved to Atlanta when he was 51. He had falling 
eyesight but had a passion for photographing people of impoverished communities. In 1985 he 
published a book on the people of Cabbagetown. In those photographs are some people who 
seem to exhibit some of the systems of Axenfeld-Rieger Syndrome. On the next page are a few 
of the people he photographed who appear to have eye sight issues and deformed extremities. 

What occurred to the close-knit community in Cabbagetown is what may have occurred with the 
Gwynedd People living in small communities over their 300-400 years of existence in North 
America. With so few people living in a community, it is difficult, if not impossible, to find a mate 
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of a separate genetic line. Thus, there may have 
been some inbreeding of the Gwynedd people 
which resulted in impairment of the offspring. 
Assuming this occurred within the Gwynedd 
people, then the fighting abilities were probably 
impaired as well. If this is truly the case of cultural 
changes in the community, then, in their later years 
in North American, they probably chose to move 
away from Native Americans when encountered 
rather than engage in a battle for control of their 
territory.  

Our research of the Gwynedd people in the 1500’s, 
has shown them moving their villages often after 
just a few years at a location as compared to the 
early years where they remained for hundreds of 
years in one location. As a result of their probably 
impaired fighting abilities, the Gwynedd people 
were overrun by Native American tribes in the 
1500’s and 1600’s and their culture was wiped out 
from North America.  
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

Although there seems to be little physical evidence of the existence of the Gwynedd people in 
North American, there is however, seemingly overwhelming evidence that this culture did come 
to North America in 1170 and 1173 and spread out across the continent to live a life in peace for 
the first several hundred years. Had the academic community investigated this culture, we may 
have had a better understanding of their contributions to early American history of the New 
World. Unfortunately, the academic community as a whole consider the Welsh in American as a 
myth and thus, little of anything exists about these people in the literature. Had the British 
remained cognizant of this cultural immigration into the New World, they might have been able 
to claim a large portion of the North American continent in lieu of the 13 colonies they started 
on the east coast.  

The Mountain Stewards and their research associates remain certain that the Gwynedd people 
did exist in the New World and we will continue to research sites looking for physical evidence 
that can once and for all clearly show these people were a part of the early culture of America. 


