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INTRODUCTION & EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Most of us were taught in our elementary and middle school training that Columbus discovered 
American. We suspect that same teaching continues today as the scientific community does not 
want to change their story even though the evidence clearly shows that is not true.  

In America, the political and academic powers decided that the discovery of American should be 
celebrated annually. A Columbus Day celebration was first organized by the Society of Tammany 
or the Columbus Order. It took place on October 12, 1792 to commemorated the 300th 
anniversary of Columbus' landing. President Benjamin Harrison made it an annual event in 1892 
by issuing a proclamation on the 400th anniversary of Columbus’s sailing to the New World.  
Harrison described Columbus in his proclamation by saying that he was: “The pioneer of progress 
and enlightenment.” 

Today, the research shows Columbus as an exploiter and enslaver of the Taino Indians many of 
whom died of disease and cruel treatment by Columbus and his men.  

So, what is the truth of the discovery of North America? What cultures where here and when and 
how did they change the continent? 

Western science methodologies and scientific approaches to this question have resulted in 
centuries of befuddlement with no clear answers other than carbon dating to affix the dates of 
some of these sites. The simple answer they proposed was that these early civilizations had come 
to North America across the frozen land bridge that existed tens of thousands of years ago and 
migrated south to settle in the North American continent. They were called Native Americans 
and they came here from the Before Common Era (BCE) into the Common Era (CE) timeframe. 
Many of these Native American tribes were declared as being mound builders and placed in time 
frames with cultures periods grouped as the Paleo (18000 to 8000 BCE), Archaic (8000 BCE to 
1000 BCE) and Post Archaic (1000 BCE to present). The Post Archaic period was further broken-
down beginning around in 100 BCE into the Adena, Oneota, Hopewell, Fort Ancient and 
Mississippian people. Others such as the Weedon Island, Windover Pond and other cultures have 
been added into the mix based sometimes on pottery types and cultural practices. 

The difficulty with this declared cultural assessment as to who these people were is the fact that 
these supposedly Asian cultures that allegedly came across the land bridge, for the most part, did 
not have mound building in their cultural history. Many of the petroglyph symbols of these 
people also did not match Asian cultures.  

The academic historical account of North America began to unravel many years ago with research 
findings across the continent. As usual the academic community blocked any new information 
discovered in order to, keep their story intact. But recent finds cannot be ignored any longer. At 
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the L'Anse aux Meadows site in Newfoundland, the remains of eight buildings were found, dating 
back to the year 1021 CE.  They were attributed to the Norse people having been in North 
America almost 500 years before Columbus.  

Our research using Native Science and dowsing has shown the story goes back much further to 
at least 3300 BCE for the cultures we have investigated. If time and money were available, we 
could visit sites that go back much further. What we have discovered over eight months of 
traveling to many sites occupied in the early history of North America is that the early settlers 
were not just Asian but also European, and Mexican. Three cultural periods seem to stand out 
covering the cultures that migrated to North America and changed the landscape of North 
America. The first period was from 3300 to O BCE. The cultures that were here at that time were 
from Asia having crossed over the land bridge in the Bering Sea and European and Mexican 
cultures who came to North America via ships, some landing on the east coast and some in the 
Gulf coast. The Asian cultures are thought to be primarily Mongolian and Scythian. The European 
Cultures that we have identified so far that were here during this early period were: 

• Helvetii (Switzerland-Austria) 
• Gaelic Irish (Ireland) 
• Iberian-Basque (Spain) 
• Aquitani (France)  
• Mayan (Mexican)  

The second period of cultural history begins in the CE period and goes to about 700 CE. The 
cultures that were in North America at that time were: 

• Helvetii (Switzerland-Austrian) 
• Mayan (Mexican) 
• Mongolian (Asian) 
• Scythian (Asian) 
• Sami (Finland) 

Beginning around 800 CE and continuing to 1600 CE a large number of cultures were living in 
North America with the Mexican cultures predominating. Those cultures were: 

• Mayan (Southern Mexico and other South American countries) 
• Zapotec (Southern Mexico) 
• Toltec (Southern Mexico) 
• Teotihuacan (Southern Mexico) 
• Chontal Maya (Southern Mexico) 
• Mogollon-Paquime (Northern Mexico) 
• Gwynedd (Wales) 
• Dacia (Romania) 
• Mongolian (Asian) 
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• Scythians (Asian) 
• Gaelic Irish (Ireland) 
• Iberian-Basque (Spain) 

Many of these cultures collapsed after their initial beginnings and their people left to live in the 
wilderness around the cities that these cultures built. Many of these people morphed into what 
today are Native American tribes. For example, in Natchez MS, the Teotihuacan and Toltec 
cultures-built mounds there beginning around 955 to 1100 CE. By 1130 CE, both of these cultural 
sites had collapsed due to revolts by the working class of people who left to live a life without 
having to build mounds or work to keep the elite members fed, clothed and supported. By the 
1400’s, the people who fled the authoritative rule had become the Natchez Indians. The French 
observed and recorded the Natchez ceremonies in the 1700s. Those ceremonies were clearly 
based on ceremonies conducted by their ancestors, the Toltec and Teotihuacan’s. 

The Kituwah Cherokee Indians point to the Kituwah Mound site near Cherokee, NC as their 
beginning. The Kituwah Mound was started around 900 CE by Mayans. Their culture collapsed 
around 980 CE when the working class revolted. The people left the mound site and moved to 
locations in the immediate vicinity. The Kituwah Cherokee today, who were the first to move to 
OK, are most likely of Mayan and possibly other Mesoamerican descent. Today, many other tribes 
are claiming their heritage that is associated with the mound and effigy sites. The Creek and 
Choctaw are claiming the mounds at Moundville, AL which were built by the Mayans. The Creek 
also claim Kolomoki and Ocmulgee in GA, both of which are Mayan creations. The Shawnee have 
claimed the Serpent mound in OH which was built by the Chontal Maya. If detailed DNA studies 
were conducted today, it is likely that many of the Native American tribes would possess markers 
from their ancestor mound builders.  

For each region (NE, SE, North Central, and South Central) of North America east of the 
Mississippi River, we have identified the principal mound and effigy sites. In each region other 
than the NE which has few mounds, we have visited and documented as many mound sites as 
possible within the limits of resources and time. Our efforts have focused on understanding 
which cultures existed in each area, when they were there, who they traded with and what 
cultural features did they leave. In the main body of this report, we will detail our findings for the 
three cultural time frames we mention earlier and for each of the regions. 

In some of these regions such as the South Central, there are probably over a 1,000 mound sites 
identified. In Louisiana alone, there are over 800 identified. Obviously, we cannot visit them all. 
In each region, we made an assessment of the known mound sites and then choose to visit the 
principal ones to get an understanding of the multiple cultures that were there and how they 
changed the landscape of that area. Where possible, when these sites had a museum, we spent 
time studying the artifacts and other cultural information to compare those findings to other 
sites in that region and in other regions to identify cultural similarities. A summary of those 
findings appears at the end of this report. 



4 
 

Earliest Period (3300 to 0 BCE) 

The earliest mound sites located in North America seem to be concentrated in the South-Central 
region of America and in particular Louisiana and Mississippi. This is a long way from a landing 
site on the east coast, far from the land bridge, and some distance from landing on the Gulf coast. 
Why would a culture leave their homes? In the early period of the middle cultural migration (0 
to 700 CE), the cultures were leaving their homelands because of the Roman occupation. But in 
3000 BCE, what would cause a culture to leave their 
homelands for places unknown? In all likelihood, it 
was because of persecution for reasons unknown. 
And the bigger question is, how did they travel  across 
the Atlantic Ocean?  

Watson Brake Mounds (3300 -2400) 

During this early period, one of the first cultures to 
come to North America was the Aquitani people from 
southern France. There may have been as many as 32 
tribes of the Aquitani. They were closely related to 
the Iberian-Basque who also came to America in the 
early period. The Aquitani are believed to have 
traveled by ship to North American landing in the 
Gulf and then traveling up the Mississippi River to 
their site known as Watson Brake in northeastern LA. 
They brought about 150 people and began building 
mounds around 3300 BCE and remained there until 
about 2400 BCE. As far as can be determined, this 
European culture had not previously built mound 
structures as part of their cultural doctrine. And yet, 
as soon as they arrived at their new homesite, the 
people began to haul thousands of cubic yards of dirt to build mounds in a circular configuration.  
The circular pattern may be associated with their new chosen lifestyle and freedom from 
persecution.  

The Watson Brake Mounds are on private property so they cannot be visited. However, we can 
analyze them using remote dowsing. This site was located close to swamps and bayous so there 
were likely health effects associated with their living conditions which would have been very 
different from southern France. The population probably suffered from cholera and typhoid 
which are common in wet areas. Nevertheless, the Aquitani lasted for 900 years at this location 
which in itself is remarkable. They did not appear to have trade relations with others as no trade 
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goods were found at the site. It is estimated that the population dwindled down to a few people  
by 2400 BCE and those dispersed into the local wilderness to live the remainder of their life. 

Poverty Point (2024 – 994 BCE) 

About 47 miles to the northeast of Watson Brake and 
376 years later, a second culture arrived in LA and 
began building their city composed of earthen 
mounds that did not seem to be part of their cultural 
doctrine. These people were the Helvetii. They were 
from an area that today is Switzerland and Austria. 
Their location can be seen on the map to the right in 
the center right side of the map. Being from a 
mountainous area, it is thought that the Helvetti did 
not possess maritime skills. They 
therefore would have had to acquire 
support from the Celtics to their east to 
transport them to North America. The 
Helvetii may have come to North America 
because of wars in their area.  

Poverty Point Mounds are located near 
Epps, LA in northeast LA. The site, because 
of its unique culture, has been designated 
as a World Heritage Site. The site consists 
of six half circular ring mounds which 
today can hardly be seen; a Temple 
mound like structure centered on the 
circular ring mounds; and four other 
smaller mounds all of which date to long 
after the people of Poverty Point left the 
site. Poverty Point may be one of the 
oldest mound sites in the US. It dates from 
about 2024 BCE.  

The archaeologists have declared that the 
people who occupied this site are Native 
American. Our research shows that is not 
the case. Rather, this group of people 
came here from Middle Europe. They 
were known as the Helvetii people. They sailed across the oceans and landed on the east coast 
of North American somewhere north of Chesapeake Bay. From there, they followed a route 
across North America on foot and probably somewhat in small canoes. For reasons unknown, 
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they somehow followed a path to the SW and arrived in Poverty Point nine years later. They 
would have had to build canoes to cross over the Mississippi to arrive at Poverty Point. 

The first group of Helvetii that came were 
estimated to be around 180 people. It is 
estimated that 8 to 9 more groups of 
Helvetii also of about 180 people came to 
Poverty Point creating a population of 
about 900-1000 people. It probably took 15 
to 20 years for all of these people to arrive 
in Poverty Point. This logistic operation 
would likely have required camps to be set 
up across the continent so that these 
people could be fed and supported on their 
trek to LA.  

Poverty Point was ruled by a Chief but did 
not have a spiritual leader. It took them 
about 16 years to build the circular ring 
mounds and about a total of 25 years to 
finish the Temple Mound to the first level. 
The Chief lived on top of this mound. There 
were several layers added to the Temple 
Mound but it was never finished to the level 
of today by the Helvetii.  

The Helvetti had a 
trading relationship 
with many other 
cultures in North 
America. These 
included but are not 
limited to: the Asians 
who came across the 
land bridge and were 
mostly located in the 
north central and 
northeast region; the 
Iberian/Basque from 
Spain also located in 
the northeast region; 
the Gaelic Irish from 
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Ireland on the TN River; and other Helvetii people on the Ohio River. The map on the previous 
page shows where they were trading. Above also is a picture of some of the materials and trade 
goods they were trading for with other cultures that existed in North American in the 2000-1000 
BCE timeframe.  

The early cultures in North America did not have a hierarchical society of classes of people. So, 
there were not slaves to haul dirt to build the mounds. For these cultures, all available people 
who could work supported the construction of the mounds. By about 994 BCE, the population at 
Poverty Point was estimated to be less 50-55 people and the society that existed there collapsed 
and ended.  

Circular Ring Mounds Meaning 

It took a while to interpret the circular ring mounds which are very unique and do not exist 
elsewhere as far as we know before the Helvetii arrived in NA. These mounds, we believe, are a 
symbol of the Helvetti culture which represent for them the cycle of life. The circular ring mound 
furthest to the east represents birth. The next mound to the west is Manhood or Womanhood; 
the 3rd mound is marriage; the 4th mound is bearing children; the 5th mound is old age or sickness; 
and the final 6th mound is death. Whereas other cultures-built Temple mounds for ceremonies, 
the Helvetti did not use that site for 
ceremonies. They used other places. 

Ley Lines and Ceremonial Site 

At the Poverty Point location are four 
Ley Lines (shown in green) each 
about 70 feet wide that coalesce into 
a point just west of the museum. 
Each of these Ley Lines also has an 
energy line (shown in white) 
centered on the Ley Line. At this 
location where the lines meet, it is 
believed the Helvetii people 
conducted ceremonies to pray for continued food supplies and health for their people. More 
recently, two other sites on the property have been located using ground penetrating radar. 
These sites had a wood henge like structure similar to Cahokia with poles in the ground forming 
large circular areas. We found no earth energies at theses site and don’t know how they were 
used. As far as we can determine, they were not used as a calendar like Cahokia. It is believed 
the Helvetii learned about the wood henge structures from the Asian culture with whom they 
traded. 
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Second Culture to Occupy Poverty Point 

The Mexican culture of the Toltecs took over Poverty Point about 1500 years after the Helvetii 
left. They finished the Temple mound and built four more mounds at the site whose purpose is 
unknown. The Toltec were there from 680 CE to 770 CE. They remained for about a hundred 
years and left of reasons unknown.  

Other Mounds in LA 

There are literally hundreds of 
mound sites in MS and LA east 
and west of the Mississippi River. 
The picture to the right shows the 
known mounds in LA. Many of 
these sites are very small 
mounds. Other mounds have 
been destroyed due to farming or 
use of the dirt for road building. 
Those that remain have been 
preserved in State sites or on 
private lands where the owner 
has made an effort to protect the 
mounds. Some of these mound’s 
date to the same time frame as 
Poverty Point or later. 

Lower Jackson Mound 

The Lower Jackson Mound is a single conical mound dating to around 930 BCE. The people who 
built this mound were likely of Asian ancestry who came to North American over the land bridge. 
They remained at this site until around 870 BCE. This site, which is located just 2 miles south of 
Poverty Point, was occupied after Poverty Point was abandoned. This site was a satellite town 
and the mother town was located north of Poverty Point. 

Marsden Mounds 

The Marsden Mounds like Lower Jackson mounds were a satellite town having the same mother 
town as Lower Jackson. However, these mounds date to a much earlier period around 1410 BCE. 
They remained there until about 1310 BCE. Thus, this group of early settlers were located at this 
location at the same time Poverty Point was occupied. They had a trading relationship with the 
people of Poverty Point. The people who occupied this site were of Asian culture. There were five 
mounds at this site. Most of the mounds were very small. 
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Insley Mounds 

At the time these mounds existed, there were thought to be as many as 13 mounds. Today, there 
are only two left. These mounds date to as early as around 1620 BCE and were occupied at the 
same time as Poverty Point. The culture of these mounds was Helvetii who likely came from 
Poverty Point. These mounds were occupied up until around 993 BCE when their culture 
collapsed. They had a trading relationship with Poverty Point. 

No Native American cultures were known to occupy the Poverty Point site and it remained 
unoccupied from about 770 CE on.   

While a number of other 
cultures existed in North 
America during the early period 
of 3300 to 0 BCE, not all of them 
built mounds. It may take years 
to track each site that was used 
by these cultures to determine 
if any mounds existed there.  

Middle Period (0 to 700 CE) 

Hopewell Culture 

One early American culture, 
identified as the Hopewell 
Culture dating to around 10 to 300 CE also built 
symbolic earthen structures such as the ones at 
the Newark Earthworks site and the Mound 
Builder Golf Course in Newark, OH.  

Archaeologists believe the Hopewell Culture 
existed from around 100 BCE to 500 CE. They label 
them as being a Native American culture which 
spread out across the north central US as far was 
as Kansas City. Our research shows that they are 
not a Native American culture but rather a 
European culture, specifically the Helvetii culture 
from the area of Switzerland. The Helvetii culture 
which is a Celtic tribe were over thrown by the Roman culture around 58 BCE. They continued to 
fight the Romans but were continually beaten back. A group of the Helvetii traveled across France 
and left in boats and traveled to the North American around 0 CE or shortly thereafter. They 
landed somewhere near NJ and traveled overland or by the rivers to the Ohio area. Their major 
establishment was the Newark Earthworks at Newark, OH. The circular symbol earthworks are a 

 

Newark Earthworks 
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Helvetii ceremonial symbol. In the diagram on the previous page is the original configuration of 
the earthworks before part of it was destroyed.  You can see two of the circular ring mounds and 
two octagon mounds connected to the ring mounds. The one to the lower right has been 
preserved and remains today. The second site to the NW is now the Mound Builder Golf Course 
which contains the earthworks but are not open to the public. Inside the circular ring of the 
Newark earthworks is a mound known as the Eagle Mound which consists of four interconnected 
small mounds. From the center of these small mounds directly through the opening of the circular 
ring mound is an energy line at a bearing of 067 degrees. Centered on the energy line at the same 
bearing is a 70-foot-wide Ley Line going through the width of the ring opening. The 067 bearing 
may be associated with a ceremony involving the Cygni star of a Swan constellation. The 
constellation only aligns with this bearing line during one month of the year. It is believed the 
Helvetii consider this to be the best time for marriage and for proliferation of their culture. 

On the furthest mound to the west in the center of the ring mound is a second energy line 
perpendicular to the 067 bearing. There is a ceremonial site where those two energy lines cross. 
This site was used for multiple purposes. First, it was used for ceremonial burials of the elite 
members of the Helvetii. The deceased was placed on the upwelling energy where the lines 
crossed and left there until the spirit left the body. The spirit then remained in the ring circle until 
called on for service to the tribe. Secondly, upon the birth of a child from an elite member, the 
child was brought to the ceremonial place on the fourth day of its birth. A ceremonial was 
conducted whereupon a chosen spirit who possessed the skills of the predestined life of the child 
was assigned as the guardian spirit to guide the development of the child and life of that child. 
Thirdly, the ceremonial site was used for marriage ceremonies and for the proliferation of the 
Helvetii. And lastly, the site was used for observation of the Swan celestial constellation. At 
another location within the ring mound, lunar observations were also conducted probably 
related to moon phases associated with agriculture.  

The elite members of the Helvetii are buried in the small mounds in the center of the circular ring 
mound. The common members are buried in a ring-like mound to the NE of the large circular ring 
mound.  

The Helvetii Culture had a trading relationship with other cultures scattered across the northern 
part of the US. They also had a trading relationship with the Mayans from Crystal River, FL. Crystal 
River was one of the first Mayan cities established around 228 CE. 

Scythians 

The Helvetii had the Scythians as a trading partner at the later part of their history at the Newark 
Earthworks. In 320 CE, some of the Scythians had moved to the Earthworks area and intermarried 
with the Helvetii. By 340 CE, the Helvetii population had diminished to about 20 people and the 
remaining Helvetii moved to the NW 1.25 miles with the Scythians to what today is the Mound 
Builder Golf Course.  There, the Scythians built an identical circular ring mound and an octagon 
mound. Like the Newark Earthworks mound, the Scythian mound has an energy line and a Ley 
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Line going from the center of the mound through the opening at a bearing of 054 degrees. There 
is no center mound in the circular ring mound for ceremonies. In fact, the Scythians did not use 
the mounds they built for the same purpose as the Helvetii. There may have been some 
disagreements with the Scythian leadership as to how to use their mounds as compared what 
they were taught by the Helvetii. They did use the octagon mound for burials and did observe 
celestial and lunar events connected to the 054 bearing lines. It is believed that they observed 
the Ursa Major (Great Bear) constellation. They also observed lunar events associated with 
agriculture periods.  

The Scythians who built their earthworks from 340 CE remained there until about 535 CE when 
a group of Scythians departed that area and traveled west to IN. That group of Scythians wanted 
to build a new circular ring mound to represent what they had been taught by the Helvetii. Those 
Scythians that remained came to an end around 545 CE.  

Scythians in IN 

The Scythians who had horses and wagon 
traveled from Newark, OH to Anderson IN 
around 535 CE and arrived at the current 
location of Mounds State Park, Anderson, IN 
in 540 CE. There they built a smaller but 
similar circular ring mound. This mound was 
about ¼ the size of the one in Newark but 
built the same way with digging a trench 
inside the circle and piling the dirt up to form 
the circular mound. Like Newark, this mound 
has an energy and Ley Line coming from the 
center of the mound through the opening on 
a bearing of 223 degrees. It also has a 
perpendicular energy line in the center of the 
mound to one going through the opening to form a ceremonial site. They used the ceremonial 
site identical to the ways the Helvetii used it at Newark. Like the other circular mounds, the 
ceremonial site was used for celestial observations. It is believed that alignment is for observing 
Gemini, the Twins which may have represented a fertility symbol for them. Like Newark, it is a 
symbol for marriage and proliferation of the tribe. Lunar events are also observed from within 
the circle.  

The Scythians arrived at this location around 540 CE and remained there until about 900 CE when 
a smallpox outbreak devastated the Scythians and they left the area. No other cultures used the 
circular ring mound including Native Americans.  

 

 

 

Mound State Park Ring Mound 
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Georgia Mounds 

Kolomoki Mounds, GA 

The Kolomoki Mounds date from 295 CE. Approximately 235 people arrived here initially from 
the Mexican state of Tabasco. Tabasco people were mostly Chontal Maya but this group of 
Mesoamericans were a mixed breed of Olmec-Mayan who are the earlier culture of the Tabasco 
region. They were ruled by a Chief and a spiritual leader. They are believed to have arrived by 
boat having traveled around the periphery of the Gulf of Mexico and then walked into the area 
of SW Georgia. Why they built the mound at this site is unknown as there are no special features 
at Kolomoki that would seem to attract anyone to the 
site other than a creek for water supply.  

It took about 15-20 years to build the Temple and 
burial mounds at the site. The Chief and family lived 
on the Temple Mound. A little more than 125 years 
later, the Olmec-Mayans abandoned the site due to 
several factors including a disease outbreak of malaria 
and possible revolt by the working class. By 365 CE, 
the population was down to less than 200 people and 
they lost 60% of the population due to malaria. The 
70 some people remaining dispersed into the 
wilderness to live in family units.  

Adjacent to the Temple Mound is an old Trading Trail 
that goes south to Tallahassee FL and north to the 
gold and silver deposits and blue clay in Georgia being mined by the Mayans. The Mayans located 
in Crystal River, Lake Jackson and Letchworth-Love mound sites traded with Kolomoki and 
followed the Trading Path to the mining sites.  

The Kolomoki site remained abandoned for over 800 years until the Teotihuacan Mesoamericans 
arrived around 1200 CE. These Mesoamerican came from the State of Mexico in southern 
Mexico. They brought less than one hundred people estimated to be about 85. They remained 
there for about 60 years leaving around 1260 CE due to a cholera outbreak that killed over 50% 
of their people. The remaining people dispersed into the wilderness to live out their lives. The 
Teotihuacan’s added another layer to the Temple Mound and used it like the previous 
Mesoamericans did. 

Again, the site remained vacant for another long period of 470 years until the Hitchiti Indians 
arrived around 1730 CE. This small group of about 12 families only remained at the site for five 
years and then left due to a malaria outbreak killing 50% of their people. The Hitchiti did not use 
the Temple Mound site for ceremonies; therefore, they did not cause energy to be brought to 
the mound site. The Hitchiti did cause underground water to be placed at the burial mounds. No 
other Native American tribe occupied the Kolomoki site after the Hitchiti left. 

 

Kolomoki Trading Path 
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Tennessee Mounds 

Pinson Mounds 

The Pinson Mound site was occupied by 
two distinctly different cultures. The first 
people to arrive at the site were the Dacia 
culture which came from the eastern 
Mediterranean area which is now 
Romania. The Dacia culture consisted of 
15 tribes. They were at war almost 
continuously defending their homelands 
from all invaders. The Romans attacked 
the Dacia people from 101 to 106 CE and 
finally conquered them ruling these 
people until about 275 CE. Gold and silver 
deposits in this region were a prime cause 
of the Romans attack and putting these 
people under their rule.  

Like other cultures in the European and Mediterranean area, the Dacia people were not happy 
with the Roman rule and some of them left to get away from the authoritative rule. It is estimated 
that approximately 100 Dacians left around 138 CE and traveled to North America in Greek ships. 
The Dacians traveled over land routes to this site arriving around 140 CE and remaining here until 
224 CE. Their society probably collapsed due to their bringing very few women when they first 
arrived. This made it difficult to enlarge their numbers and maintain their culture. By 224 CE, 
there were only about 10 people left.  When these people died that ended their occupation of 
the area. 

The area remained vacant for more than 565 years until the Teotihuacan culture moved to the 
area. The Teotihuacan’s came from the southern state of Mexico in 793 CE bringing 
approximately 420 people to the area. The Teotihuacan’s are the ones who built the 30 mounds 
at the site including the large Sauls’ mound. Sauls’ mound is approximately 330 by 370 feet in a 
rectangular shape and about 73 feet high. It is the second highest mound in the United States. 
Mounds number 6, 11 and 30 are burial mounds.  

The Teotihuacan’s culture collapsed around 950 CE when the workers and slaves revolted 
because of the authoritative rule and left the area. After the Teotihuacan’s ended their 
occupation of this mound area, no Native American tribe came to the site or used it for 
ceremonial purposes. This seems odd considering most other mound sites were occupied by 
Native American during their history. 

 

 

Roman Dacia 100 CE, Wikipedia  
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Florida Mound Sites 

Many of the mound sites in FL are of Mayan origin. However, they are related to different Mayan 
cultural groups spread out across the Mayan Nation in Southern Mexico and South America. The 
major sites were located in FL in the period from 228 to 500 CE and most all of them were 
involved in mining gold, silver and blue clay for their own use with some of these commodities 
being sent back to their home lands by boat.  

It is believed the knowledge of the existence of gold and silver near Dahlonega, GA was widely 
known throughout the Mayan empire. The earliest data that they were estimated to have 
become aware of the precious metal deposits was around 220 CE. It is believed the Mayans sent 
explorers to the GA area to do the initial exploration and to initiate mining activities. They 
probably continued for about 20 years before major mining of the sites began. Thus, multiple 
Mayan groups came to FL to set up villages as primary trading locations for the North American 
precious commodities. Each Mayan village in FL sent workers and slaves to the mining sites to 
maintain a hold on their mining claims and used other slaves to travel to and from the villages to 
the mining sites to transport the precious metals back to FL. That is roughly a 600-mile round trip 
estimated to take about 40 days walking and probably limited to non-winter conditions. One of 
the routes used to get to North GA was via the Kolomoki Mound site.  

Lake Jackson Mounds 

There are seven small Temple mounds at Lake Jackson none of which are higher than 15-20 feet 
with most being smaller in size. The Mayans who built this mound site came from Guatemala and 
arrived in FL around 355 CE. They came by boat to FL following the perimeter route around the 
Gulf of Mexico. After landing in FL, they walked to the site. The had approximately 145 people at 
Lake Jackson. They had a chief and spiritual leader. The chief lived on one of the Temple Mounds. 
Other Nobles and Spiritual Leaders probably occupied other Temple Mounds. Why they choose 
this site in unknown as there seem to be no special features that would have attracted them to 
the site. 

During their existence in this town, they maintained trading relationships with other FL towns 
and Kolomoki.  

It took approximately 40 years to build the mounds at Lake Jackson. It is estimated that this town 
came to an end around 506 CE due to a cholera epidemic. They are estimated to have lost other 
members due to disease and were down to a population of around 50 people in 506 CE. They lost 
about 50% of those people due to disease in 506 CE. The remaining Mayans dispersed into the 
wilderness of FL and lived their remaining life in family groups.  

No other Mesoamerican cultures occupied Lake Jackson after the Mayan’s left. The Seminoles 
moved onto the site with about 18 families in 1814 and remained until 1826 when the Seminole 
Wars disrupted their existence and some were captured and sent to OK. Others escaped and 
lived to fight later wars with the federal troops.  
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Letchworth-Love Mound 

The Letchworth-Love mound is a large Temple Mound about 51 feet high. These Mayans came 
from Belize via Cuba and the FL Straits to land on the west coast of FL where they walked overland 
to the site. Like Lake Jackson, there are no distinguishing features at Letchworth-Love that would 
seem to attract the Mayans to locate there.  These Mayans arrived approximately in 400 CE with 
about 200 people. Like other Mayan towns, this one has a Chief and spiritual leader. It took them 
32 years to build the large Temple Mound where the chief lived. Like the other Mayan towns, 
this was a major trading town for gold, silver and other commodities. They had workers and 
slaves at the mining sites in North GA and sent slaves with supervisors to bring the precious ores 
and other trade goods back to their village. This village did not send the trade goods back to 
Belize. 

Letchworth-Love maintained a trading relationship with other FL Mayan towns as well as some 
in GA.  

In 505 CE, the town was down to about 135 people when they suffered an outbreak of malaria 
which killed off over 50% of their remaining people. Those not affected by the disease dispersed 
into the wilderness and lived out their lives in family gatherings.  

After the Mayans left the site, the Seminoles occupied it during the period of 1827 to 1835. Again, 
like Lake Jackson, their lives were disrupted by the Seminole Wars and some were captured and 
sent to OK.  

Ocala Mayan Town 

Near SW 34 Street just south of the College of Central FL, is the site of a small Mayan satellite 
town related to the main town in Crystal River. This site was occupied from 255 CE to 440 CE. 
There were only 30 people associated with this town and they were primarily the slaves and 
workers who transported the gold, silver and other commodities from North GA to the Crystal 
River Mounds site. 

Crystal River Mounds 

The Crystal River Mound site is believed to be the earliest town of the Mesoamerican cultures in 
North America. It was first occupied around 228 CE with Mayans who came from Belize via the 
Cuba-FL Straits route. They brought with them approximately 265 people, 30 of whom occupied 
the satellite town located in Ocala, FL. Their principal reason for coming to North American was 
to mine the gold and silver in North GA as well as to collect the blue clay. The slaves from Ocala 
walked to the sites in North GA and brought back the commodities to be sent back to Belize. 

In researching how they knew where to find the gold and silver, we determined that the Mayan 
people had been coming to North American as early as 300 BCE to collect the blue clay. Through 
those excursions, they probably discovered the existence of the gold and silver deposits, maybe 
as early as 220 CE and decided to build a town to exploit these precious commodities.  
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The Mayans remained at Crystal River for well over 200 years and finally left around 445 CE 
traveling back to Belize. It is believed the gold and silver deposits may have diminished to the 
point that further mining was not worth the effort.  

While the Mayans were in Crystal River, they 
set up trade relationships with mound sites in 
Lake Jackson, Letchworth-Love, Kolomoki and 
perhaps other sites in FL and GA. 
Interestingly, they were traveling as far as 
Ohio to trade with the Helvetii people at the 
Newark Earthworks site. Unlike other mound 
sites, these Mayans seem to have avoided 
suffering from the diseases of malaria and 
cholera. When they left to return to Belize, 
they had 270 people at the site which is more 
than they started with.  

One significant find at the Crystal River site is 
a map on the wall of the museum. This is the 
first map we have seen at any of the mound 
sites which clearly shows that these people came from southern Mexico and traveled as far north 
as the Great Lakes. The map seems to show some of their travel was toward Cahokia in St. Louis, 
however, Cahokia was not there when Crystal River was occupied.  

The earliest culture at the Crystal River site was the Weeden Island culture. They occupied the 
area from 170 to 195 CE. It is believed the Weeden Island culture was Helvetii. The latest people 
to occupy the site were the Timucua Indian who were there from 1670 to about 1675 CE. They 
left because of an outbreak of a disease.  No other culture was determined to have occupied the 
site. However, the museum shows people having been there up into the early 1000 CE period but 
we did not get any confirmation of that occurring.  

During the middle period of 0 to 800 CE, the scientific community identified several other cultures 
as existing during that period. Those were the Adena, Hopewell, Fort Ancient, Oneota and 
Mississippian Cultures. Several mound sites are labeled as have been built by these cultures. 
However, as we have shown from our research, some of the cultures that existed during this 
period could be grouped by pottery types or other culture artifacts but the Adena, Fort Ancient, 
Oneota and Mississippian cultures did not exist as a Native American culture. 

 

 

 

 

 

Crystal River Map 
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The Late Period (800 to 1600 CE) 

INTRODUCTION 

The academic community has labeled the 
historical period from 800 CE to 1600 CE 
as the Mississippian period as shown on 
the map to the right. Some break that 
historical period into Early (800 – 1200), 
Middle (1200-1400) and Late (1400 – 
1600) Mississippian. This was the main 
mound builder cultural period of North 
America. Others have divided the area of 
North American into cultural sections for 
the Mississippian period and labeled each 
section with a name as shown to the right. 
The majority of academic reporting on 
this historical period declare the people of 
this period to be Native Americans with 
some influence from Mexican culture. 

Using our research methodology based 
on Native Science, we have determined that most of the people of the Mississippian Period are 
actually Mesoamerican cultures from the Yucatan and Southern Mexico. The principal migrants 
of the Mississippian period are: 

• Mayan: Came from Yucatan, Honduras, Belize, Guatemala 
• Zapotec: Came from southern Mexican state of Oaxaca 
• Toltec: Came from southern Mexican state of Hidalgo 
• Mogollon; Paquime: Came from the northern Mexican state of Chihuahua 
• Teotihuacan: Came from southern state of Mexico 
• Chontal Maya: From the southern Mexican state of Tabasco 

Why these people from 1,200 to 1,500 miles away came to North America can be determined by 
studying the history of the Yucatan and Southern Mexico.  

The Mesoamerican Cultural Hierarchy 

Archaeologists have dated the earliest existence of people in Mesoamerica as far back as 21,000 
BCE. Gradually, distinct cultures began to develop. The Olmec (1200 BCE), Maya (900 BCE), 
Zapotec (500 BCE) and Aztec (1100 CE) are well known. By 250 - 600 CE Mesoamerican cultures 
had advanced their knowledge in astronomy, linguistics, architecture, mathematics, agriculture, 
civil engineering, calendar dating, maritime travel, and trade relationships. They were as 

 

Mississippian Cultures 
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advanced as any of the European cultures of that time. By 100 CE the power of the Olmecs 
declined. By 600 CE the Mayan city of Tikal had as many as 500,000 inhabitants.  

In order to maintain control over this mass of people to achieve the building, operation and 
maintenance of the Mesoamerican cultures, there had to be a hierarchy of leadership in their 
social structure.  

The Jamail Center for Legal Research, Texas Law Center has done extensive research on the social 
hierarchy of the Mayan and Aztec Cultures. For the Mayan Culture, the Law Center stated, “The 
Maya lived in individual political states that were linked together through trade, political 
alliances, and tribute obligations. Some of these states were independent, while others were part 
of larger political hierarchies. The Maya states were initially governed by simple chiefdoms (a 
chief and other rulers). By the Classic Period (250-900 CE), Maya governance had taken on the 
form of powerful centralized leaders who legitimized their authority through their political 
connections and their divine lineages. Individuals who disobeyed their rulers faced severe 
punishment because the Maya people 
believed that obedience to their leader was 
critical to maintaining the harmony of the 
Maya universe. Human sacrifice had begun 
prior to the Classic Period, and was used as 
a tool of social and religious control to 
demonstrate the power of the ruler and the 
gods.” 

The Law Center further stated that, “Each 
state had a single ruler called a halach uinic 
(or ahaw), while others were led by councils 
of nobles of elite lineage or were allied with 
larger states. The halach uinic was 
considered to be the highest authority in his 
state and was required to be from an elite 
lineage. Rulers were succeeded by their 
sons, brothers, or a suitable candidate who 
was selected by the priests and council if no 
relatives existed.” 

Military actions were controlled by a 
supreme military commander called a nacom. The individual states also had a high priest who led 
a hierarchy of priests, and determined the dates for festivals and ceremonies. Batabs were the 
overseers and administrators of dependent cities and villages within the state. Batabs usually 
held administrative, judicial, and military authority over their towns, ensured that tribute was 
paid to the halach uinic, and supplied troops in times of war. Each town had constables (tupiles) 
who were supervised by the batab and were charged with keeping the peace. 
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The ancient Mayan social hierarchy structure may be briefly stated as follows. The top of the 
ladder was constituted by priests and kings along with royal families who lived in the palaces. 
Then were the wealthy nobles placed on the second level. Commoners and officers were at the 
next level in the hierarchy. The bottom of ladder incorporated the servants and workers. At the 
bottom were slaves who lived miserable lives. The ancient Mayan hierarchy structure is shown 
in the diagram on the previous page. 

Mesoamerica Cultural Collapse 

By 750 CE Mayan alliances began to break down and Mayan culture began to fall. At the time of 
the collapse of their culture, there were estimated to have been as many as fifteen million 
Mayans and probably a lesser number of Zapotec and Olmecs.  

Archaeologists who have studied Maya culture have determined that although they were an 
advanced society, they nevertheless had political differences among the sub-cultures and towns. 
Warfare was a means to control the people and resources which were a precious commodity. 
Instruments of war, fortifications and hieroglyphics have been found to show all was not peaceful 
in the Mayan culture. Some historians believe warfare may have been the root cause of the 
collapse of the Maya culture. While warfare may have reduced the number of people in this 
culture, it is only one of the causes of its collapse.   

 The Great Drought of Mesoamerica 

Our research and that of many others of Mesoamerica shows that that area suffered from a long 
drought beginning approximately around 740 CE and lasting 160 years until around 900 CE. The 
annual rainfall in Mesoamerica 
dropped at least by 50% and may 
have even been as much as 70%. The 
drought is believed to have covered 
the area from somewhat north of 
the Yucatan and south to Honduras. 
Researchers are currently studying 
collected data to determine more 
about the drought.  For now, we 
have to speculate about how much 
of the area was affected.  

What can be determined is that if you reduce the annual rainfall by as much as 50% over a long 
period, crops will fail, water storage reserves will dry up and the ability to continue to feed and 
support millions of people will no longer be possible. Warfare for control of limited resources will 
now be the predominant means to stay alive. Death from starvation and warfare was likely a 
common everyday occurrence.  

 

Possible Drought Area 740-900 AD 

 

https://www.hierarchystructure.com/royal-family-hierarchy/
https://www.hierarchystructure.com/ancient-mayan-hierarchy/
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The World Bank published the report Ebb and Flow, Volume 1. Water, Migration, and 
Development in 2021. Brett Walton, Circle of Blue reported that the report “presents new global 
evidence to advance our understanding of how fluctuations in water availability, as induced by 
rainfall shocks, influence internal migration, and hence regional development. It finds that 
cumulative water deficits result in five times as much migration as water excess does.” The 
findings of this report clearly show that the cultures of the Southern Mexico region most likely 
migrated to the north to places where droughts did not exist. 

 Speculation on What Happened to the Mesoamerican Cultures 

Richard Thornton of People of One Fire and Gary Daniels of Lost Worlds have provided more 
insight about what happened to the Mesoamericans than anyone to date. Their research and 
that of others including the History Channel programs have shown that the Mayans and other 
Mesoamericans had great skills in maritime 
travel in the Gulf of Mexico and Caribbean. 
They had a major trading relationship with 
many cultures that bordered these 
southern oceans and may have even 
traveled up the rivers in North America to 
trade with the cultures that existed there. 
Based on some of the artifacts found in the 
Mayan area such as shell necklaces, copper 
and others artifacts, their trade was 
extensive covering a large geographic area. 
One fact is known that the Mayans traveled 
to the area of current GA to collect the blue 
clay used in Mayan ceremonies. It was a 
precious commodity and a major trade 
goods. 

They had large canoes and some sail 
powered ships that could navigate the Gulf 
and the Caribbean. It is only 130 miles to 
Cuba and another 100 miles to the Florida 
Keys from Yucatan. So, the Mayans 
traveling to North America at 4 knots via 
Cuba and the Florida Straits, could reach 
Cuba in about two days and Florida in one 
day. Across the Gulf to North America is over 600 miles but the Gulf Stream flows north just east 
of Yucatan so travel across the Gulf was surely possible. If they used canoes and wanted to stay 
close to land, they could follow the coastal area around the Gulf 1,600 miles to reach the 
Mississippi Delta area.   

 

Mayan Canoe 

 

 

Possible Mesoamerican Ship 
By Richard Thornton 
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With the drought and constant warfare on going in Mesoamerica and the likelihood that the 
Mayans and other Mexican cultures knew of the area of North America from major trading 
routes, it is reasonable to believe that some built boats and canoes and traveled to North America 
to establish new places to live. It is estimated that large numbers of Mayans began migration to 
North America before 900 CE and maybe as early as 800 CE. The Zapotec people may have started 
later but reached America by 1000 CE. Other cultures are estimated to have made the trip as 
well. By 1100 to 1200 CE, there may have been tens of thousands of Mayans and other Southern 
Mexican people in North America living in cities from the Mississippi River valley southeast to GA 
and FL and north east to OH, WV and other states. They brought with them their understanding 
of architecture, mathematics, agriculture, astronomy, civil engineering and more and built cities 
that at the time were as big and as advanced as European cities. Cahokia, in East St. Louis, had a 
population of at least 15,000 people at its peak and was one of the largest Mesoamerican cities 
in North America. Others have recently been located that may have been larger. 

North American Mound Builders 

Over centuries of time, the Mesoamerican cultures of the Maya, Zapotec and others built large 
stone and earthen mound sacred structures and extensive patterned cities to support their 
cultural traditions. When they traveled to North America, they no longer had centuries to build 
the structures needed to support their ceremonies and elevated sites for the Chief and Spiritual 
leaders.  Thus, the earthen mounds became the standard for spiritual ceremonies and the elite 
leaders’ homes. With skills in architecture, the leaders set about to create the mound sites 
needed for each town and laid out a patterned city consisting of the mounds, plaza, homes and 
gardens for growing their food supply. These mounds took many years to build and probably 
were built in layers. Reaching their final height may have taken several decades. Of the earthen 
mound sites that remain today, most have three to ten mounds with the average site having 
about three mounds. There are anomalies to the smaller 
number of mounds such as the Pinson Mounds in western 
Tennessee which has over 30 mounds but these are rare. 
Some sites have only one mound. 

For many of the mound sites, there is a primary flat top 
truncated Temple Mound where the Chief and their family 
lived. Other flat-topped mounds would be built for the 
Spiritual Leader. Conical mounds were used for ceremonies 
and other flat-top mounds were used for burial mounds. It 
is difficult to determine the purpose of each mound when 
there are more than a few mounds existing at a site. They 
may have been used for housing sites for nobles.  

Some of the mound sites had fortifications surrounding the 
site. The constant warfare that the people had experienced 
in Mesoamerica may have driven them to build a 

 

Replica Angels Mound Wall 
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fortification to protect their new city. However, there are no records of any of the mound site 
being attacked by another culture but it probably happened in a few places. At the Etowah 
Mound site in GA, it has been determined that there was a wooden wall surrounding the site as 
well as a dug moat. Angels Mound in Evansville, IN had a large fortification built around it and a 
moat also. A picture of the replica wall for Angels Mound is shown on the previous page.   

THE MESOAMERICAN CULTURES IN AMERICA 

Introduction 

We can only speculate on the cultural hierarchy that the Mayans brought to America, but it is 
safe to say based on research done at the largest Mayan sites that the basic form of social 
structure continued, at least for the first hundred years or more. Temple mounds were built to 
support the homes of the rulers and their families as well as the priests. Other may have been 
built for the other nobles. The working class and slaves remained a burdened society with little 
chance to advance up the social ladder. By approximately 1000 CE, the social structure and the 
culture may have begun to change. Whereas Cahokia remained as a major Mayan city for almost 
300 years, Etowah Mounds only remained for about half that time. By the time of its collapse in 
1238 CE, its population was down to approximately 100 people from a peak of 500 plus. The 
reason for the collapse is speculated to have been a revolution of the worker and slave class who 
tired of the ruling class authority and moved out of the city leaving others to do the work of 
keeping the city maintained and supporting the ruling class. The Leake Mounds just two miles to 
the west of Etowah, suffered the same fate and only lasted 43 years. By the 1500’s, the Mayan 
cities we have discovered had in a few cases one mound but many had none. The hierarchical 
social structure had by then probably become a more classless society and rulers and nobles were 
a thing of the past. There was probably still a chief but the rest of the people were of a common 
class living in harmony for support of the town/city. 

The Mounds in North America 

The majority of the mounds in North America are locate east of the Mississippi but there are a 
number located in border states west of the Mississippi and a couple located in TX and OK. The 
largest number of mounds are earthen mounds which are central to the formation of the cities 
built by the Mesoamericans. The second largest group of mounds are burial mounds associated 
with tribal burial grounds through the eastern part of the US. Last are the effigy mounds which 
are mostly located in the North Central Region of the US with a few in the Southeastern Region.  

Many of the typical temple and conical mounds were built by people of Maya Culture. Other 
similar mounds were built by other Mesoamerican cultures including the Zapotec culture of 
Oaxaca, the Toltec Culture from Hidalgo Mexico, the Chontal Maya culture from Tabasco and a 
few others. Effigy Mounds were built by the Mogollon Culture of Chihuahua, Mexico. These are 
the Paquime people. Many of these Effigy Mounds are in the form of animals such as birds and 
snakes.  
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Other Cultures in North America 

Recent research findings have shown that the Vikings were in Newfoundland a thousand years 
ago. Brian Handwerk reporting in Science in October 2021, stated “A new study of wooden 
artifacts found at Newfoundland’s famed L’Anse aux Meadows site shows that Vikings lived, and 
felled trees, on North American soil exactly 1,000 years ago—during the year 1021 CE. This data 
published in Nature, means that these Norse seafarers accomplished the earliest known crossing 
of the Atlantic from Europe to the Americas. Such incredibly precise dating of the wood was 
possible thanks to an intriguing new method that examined growth rings for a once-in-a-
millennium cosmic-ray event that showered Earth with high energy particles in 993 CE. Finding 
that telltale spike in the tree rings allowed scientists to count additional rings outside that mark 
to pinpoint the exact year the Vikings cut fir and juniper trees here, as they lived and explored on 
the edge of the continent.” 

The Vikings early arrival in North American is characterized as being the earliest landing of New 
World explorers. However, other reports show that not to be true. Our research shows that the 
Asians and the European cultures of the Helvetii and Aquitani were here in the BCE timeframe. 
The Sami culture from Finland may have been in Northeast GA as early as 500 CE. Other cultures 
who have maritime skills also arrived in North American including the Gaelic Irish in 1160, Welsh 
in 1170 CE, the Iberian-Basque in 1190 and the Berger Moor people of North Africa in the 1300’s 
CE. Although a scarcity of evidence exists, there were likely other cultures in North America long 
before Columbus was attributed to be the discover of North America.  

North Central America 

The major mound sites in the North Central part of the US are listed. Those in bold print have 
been visited by the authors. 

• WI: Effigy mounds in both states; Koshkonong, WI, Fort Atkinson, WI; Effigy Mounds 
Preserve, Whitewater, WI; Man Mound Park, Baraboo, WI; Lizard Mound Park, West Bend 
WI; Bear Mound Park, Madison Wi; Nitschke Mounds State Park, Burnett WI;  

• WI: Earthen Mounds; Sheboygan Indian Mound Park, Sheboygan, WI; Whistler State Park, 
Hancock, WI; Aztalan State Park, Jefferson WI; Blue Mound State Park, Bule Mound, WI; 
Belmont State Park, Platteville, WI; Birkmose Park, Hudson WI;  

• MN: Indian Mounds Regional Park, St Paul, MN; Grand Mound Historic Site, International 
Falls, MN; Blue Mounds State Park, Luverne, MN; Mound Prairie Scientific and natural 
Area, Houston, MN; Tipsinah Mounds Campground, Elbow Lake, MN;  

• Iowa: Effigy Mounds National Monument, Harpers Ferry, IA 
• IL: Earthen mounds: Cahokia State Historic Site; Collinsville, IL; Dickson Mounds State 

Museum, Lewistown, IL; Albany Mounds State Historic Site, Albany IL; Rockwell State 
Historic Site, Havana IL; Naples Russell Mound 8, Griggsville, IL; Indian Mound Park, 
Quincy, IL; Hopewell Mounds, Nauvoo, IL; Toolesboro Indian Mounds, Wapello, IL; 

https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/4/
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Horseshoe Mound Preserve, Galena, IL; Kincaid Mounds State Historic Site, Brooksport, 
IL; Wickliffe Indian Mounds, Wickliffe, IL 

• IL: Effigy Mounds: Thunderbird Effigy Mound, Galena, IL 
• IN: Earthen/Effigy mounds: Angels Mound Site, Evansville, IN; Mounds State Park, 

Anderson, IN; Sugar Loaf Mound, Vincennes, IN 
• KY: Earthen Mounds: Indian Mound Island, Island, KY 
• OH: Earthen Mounds: Miamisburg Mound Park, Miamisburg, OH; Adena Indian Burial 

Mound, Columbus, OH; Newark Earthworks, Heath OH; Hopewell Indian Mounds, 
Montpelier, OH; Shrum Mound, Columbus OH; Fort Ancient, Oregonia, OH; Jeffers 
Mound, Worthington, OH: Mound Cemetery, Marietta, OH; Seip Earthworks, Bainbridge, 
OH; Hopewell Cultural National Monument Park, Chillicothe, OH; Norwood Mound, 
Cincinnati, OH; Fort Island Erie Mounds Park, Fairlawn, OH;  

• OH: Effigy Mounds: Serpent Mounds Historical Site, Peebles OH. 
• MI: None 

The major earthen mound sites in the North Central region are: Cahokia, Kincaid and Wickliffe in 
IL, Angels and Mound State Park in IN, and Miamisburg Mound Park and Newark Earthworks in 
OH.  

IL Mounds 

 Cahokia Mounds 

Cahokia was one of the largest Mesoamerican cities in North America beginning around 800 CE 
and remaining as an active community until 1350 CE. It was one of the first cities built after the 
Mayans left southern Mexico when the drought occurred. It is likely, the Mayans traveled by boat 
up the Mississippi River to arrive at this site. The Mayan culture probably took more than a 
hundred years to complete all the mounds and other sites associated with Cahokia. At the time 
of its building, there were around 120 earthen mounds at the site with the Monks Platform 
(Temple) Mounds being the largest at about 100 feet tall, 950 feet long and 836 feet wide.  

Evidence of the Mayan culture can be found in their application of architectural, astrological, 
agriculture and scientific knowledge at Cahokia. The Monks Mound by itself is an architectural 
wonder for a society existing in the 800 CE timeframe. Further, the Woodhenge constructed by 
the Mayans to provide a calendar for their daily life and ceremonial events seems far beyond the 
common knowledge of Native Americans who the historians credit as having constructed 
Cahokia. A Woodhenge model from the 1100 to 1200 period is shown on the next page. Several 
Woodhenge structures were estimated to have been constructed during the time of Cahokia. 
This model structure was 410 feet in diameter and had 48 poles spaced 7.5 degrees between 
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each successive pole. With this 
structure, they could predict the 
time of solstice and equinox events 
as well as other important annual 
events of their culture. 

Socially, the culture of the 
Cahokia’s changed after coming to 
North America. They no longer 
sacrificed humans and the 
hierarchal social structure changed 
over time to reduce the number of 
classes of society.  

Cahokia branched out to other 
parts of North American setting up 
satellite villages. The two most 
important satellite villages were Angels Mounds in IN and Bottom Mounds in TN. Both of these 
villages were ruled by members of the Cahokia ruling class and both were required to send goods 
back to Cahokia as a tax.  

Cahokia had trade relations on-going with their satellite villages and other cultures in the central 
plains of North America. It was through this trade relations that a trader brought the disease 
cholera to Cahokia which caused the loss of an estimated 45% of its population. That disease was 
also transferred to Angels and Bottom Mounds which caused their destruction also.   

After the cholera epidemic, the Cahokian people who survived moved away from the site 
probably in family units. They built small communities without mound constructions since they 
were no longer needed to support a chief and spiritual leader hierarchy.  

The Cahokia area remained unoccupied for well over 300 years until the Ho-Chunk Indians moved 
into the area around 1693 CE. They remained there until about 1711. The Miami’s moved onto 
the site in 1755 CE and remained there a short time until 1759. They were followed by the 
Menominee’s who arrived in 1815 CE and only stayed until 1816. The Native Americans used the 
site for ceremonies as well as a village site and they are the ones who caused the earth energy to 
be brought to the site. None of the tribes that occupied the site had over 20 families so their 
footprint was much smaller that of the Cahokians. 

Kincaid Mounds 

The Kincaid mounds in southern IL are located on the Ohio River just east of Paducah, KY. 
Originally, there were eleven flat top temple mounds at the site. The Teotihuacan culture from 
southern Mexico occupied the site and began its construction. They arrived around 1065 CE and 
remained at this site until 1140 CE. There were approximately 120 people living at this location. 

 

Woodhenge Model 

 



26 
 

They began the mound construction building the first layers of the mounds. They experienced a 
cholera epidemic in 1140 CE which killed more than 50% of their people and they moved away 
from the area. In 1186 CE, the Chontal Maya culture of southern Mexico arrived at this site and 
completed the construction of the mounds. They built a fortification around the city for 
protection. They had a population of about 210 people. The Chontal Maya remained at this city 
until about 1335 CE when their society collapsed. It is believed the working/slave class of people 
revolted against the Chief authority and left the city to live in the area surrounding the city. 
Without the workers, the city could not be maintained and enough food grown to feed the elite. 
After the Chontal Maya left, no other Mesoamerican or Native American tribe occupied this area.  

 Wickliffe Mounds 

The Wickliffe Mounds located on the Mississippi River in western KY was built by the Teotihuacan 
culture of southern Mexico. These people came from Kincaid after suffering a cholera epidemic 
and began again to build their city. When they started, they numbered around 60 people. This   
limited what they could accomplish in mound building. They arrived here around 1142-3 CE and 
remained at this site until about 1465. They built four mounds at this site, one of which is a burial 
mound. The community collapsed in 1465 CE when the lower class revolted and left the 
authoritarian ruling of the Chief and other leaders. The society at that time had dwindled to less 
than 40 people.  

Indiana Mounds  

 Angels Mounds 

Our research of Angels and its mother town, Cahokia, is that it is Mayan in cultural identity. 
Although it has Mayan cultural influence in its design, construction and operation, its culture had 
changed from a strictly Mayan culture to a Cahokian culture which might be referred to as a 
softer, less violent culture.  

What appears to be the culture of Cahokia is that the mother town, Cahokia, which was around 
15,000 to 20,000 people at its peak, established satellite towns which were controlled by 
members of the ruling class and related to the Chief leaders of Cahokia. Each satellite town had 
a Chief leader and a spiritual leader who also served as a medicine person. The satellite towns 
associated with Cahokia currently known are Angels and Mound Bottoms in TN. Some reports 
identify several other towns along the Ohio as being part of Cahokia. Each of these towns were 
laid out almost identically with temple and conical mounds and a plaza surrounded by hundreds 
of thatch-roof homes laid out in a uniform pattern. 

At the start of the Angels Mounds around 935 CE, there were about 340 people sent there. More 
came and the population grew to a peak of approximately 1,000 people around 1193 CE and then 
dropped off to around 800 in 1350 CE. Drought, warfare and dwindling crops may have been the 
cause of the population reduction.  It took the people about 30 years to build the multiple 
mounds at the site. The main temple mound was the spiritual center of the site and the Chief and 
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his family lived on top of that mound. There are two energy lines crossing through the temple 
mound but these were added by Native Americans after the Mesoamericans left. There is at least 
one burial mound on site which has over 300 graves in it. Like many burial mounds it has energy 
lines passing through the mound and an underground stream of water directly under the mound. 
The burial mound having been built around 730 CE, was located at the site before the Cahokians 
arrived. We were not able to determine which culture built the burial mound. 

Angels and all other satellite towns had a strong trading relationship with all of the Cahokian 
towns as well as others. Excavation of the site discovered shells from FL, obsidian from either 
Wisconsin or Michigan and many other trade goods from 1,000’s of miles away. Each satellite 
town was required to pay a tax to Cahokia in the form of valuable goods to include animal skins. 

In the later part of their history which ended around 1350 CE, 
the people of Angels as reported earlier built a large wall about 
15 feet high. This wall surrounded the town on three sides with 
the Ohio River on the south side. Obviously, they must have 
suffered an attack from an unknown force but we were unable 
to determine what culture that was. They did suffer some losses 
due to the attacks.  

Historians have been puzzled as to what happened to the Angels 
community which seems to have disappeared around 1350 CE. 
In fact, Angels, Mound Bottoms, and Cahokia all disappeared 
around 1350 CE. What has been determined as the cause is 
cholera. At some point cholera was introduced to Cahokia 
probably by a trader and then because of trading going on 
between all of the towns, the disease was transported to them and infected their people as well. 
In Angels, 70% of the people of the 800 people that existed in 1350 died of the disease. To help 
stop the outbreak, those that were not infected, dumped the bodies of the dead in the Ohio 
River. The remainder of the population that escaped the disease moved to the west along the 
river and formed small towns that may have been along family lines. It was the end of the 
Cahokian culture. 

Ohio Mounds 

Miamisburg Mound 

The conical mound at Miamisburg is one of several built in North American in the period from 
about 700 CE to 1150 CE. Historians attribute the building of these mounds to the Adena culture. 
The Adena culture was considered to be Native America existing in the timeframe of 500 BCE to 
100 CE. The conical mounds were, in fact, built by the Chontal Maya culture from southern 
Mexico. The Miamisburg mound is the largest of all the conical mounds having a height of around 
100 feet and a diameter of 279 feet. These mounds were generally built for burial of their elite 
members. The Chontal Maya arrived at this site around 775 CE with approximately 275 people 

 

Angles Mound Wall 

 



28 
 

and remained at this site until 1145 CE. Why they left this mound and city is unknown. The 
Shawnee Indians occupied the mound site beginning around 1692 CE and remained at this 
location until about 1720. They used the site for spiritual ceremonies.  

 Serpent Mound 

Many of the effigy mounds in American were built by the Mogollon-Paquime culture of Northern 
Mexico. So, one would think that the Serpent was built them also. However, that is not the case. 
The Serpent Mound was built by the Chontal Maya from the State of Tabasco, Mexico. The 
mound was begun around 1363 CE by 170 people who came from the south. It took 
approximately 20 years to build the effigy mound which may be because the mound is built of 
three different soil types. These soils did not come from the area where the mound is located but 
rather from the valley below. The effigy mound is built on top of a steep ridge which is part of 
the wall of an asteroid cater. They may specifically have built the mound at this location because 
of the crater.  

The snake pattern of the effigy mound is a symbol of many cultures. To the Chontal Maya, it may 
have been a religious symbol. Its purpose for the Chontal Maya is not known.  

Diseases impacted the Chontal Maya. Death was widespread among their people and by 1410, 
their population was down to 30 people. These few dispersed into the wilderness to live out the 
remainder of their lives.  

In 1560 CE, the Shawnee Indians occupied the site of the effigy mound and used it for ceremonies. 
They brought energy and underground water to the 2nd loop of the effigy mound from the tail. 
This site was used for 50 years until 1610 to conduct Shawnee ceremonies. After the Shawnee 
left, no other Native American tribe occupied this area. Today, the Shawnee claim the Serpent 
Mound as being of their culture.  

South Central America 

The major mound sites in the South-Central part of the US are listed. Again, bold type indicates 
those mounds visited by the authors 

• AR: Mound sites: Toltec Mounds Site, Little Rock, AR 
• TN: Mound Sites: Pinson Mounds, Shiloh, TN; Mound Bottoms, State Archaeological 

Area, Cheatham County, TN; Glass Mound Site, Franklin, TN 
• MO: Earth Mounds: Murphy Archaeological Site, Caruthersville, MI 
• LA: Earth mounds: Poverty Point World Heritage Site, Epps, LA; Catahoula Parish 

Mounds, Troyville, Peck Mounds and Harrisonburg Mounds; Deprado Mound; Frogmore 
Mound; Sundown Mounds; Balmoral Mounds. Today, there are hundreds of mounds still 
located on private property in NE Louisiana. 

• MS: Mound sites: Owl Creek Indian Mounds, New Houlke, MS; Winterville Mounds, 
Greenville, MS; Emerald Mound; Grand Village of Natchez Mounds, Natchez, MS 
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• OK: Spiro Mounds Archaeological Center, Spiro OK 
• TX: Earth mounds: Indian Mounds Wilderness, Hemphill, TX; Caddo Mounds State Historic 

Site, Alta, TX;  

Many of the mound sites in the South-Central area are very small in comparison to the mounds 
at Toltec, Pinson, Poverty Point and Mound Bottom sites. These smaller mounds may have been 
used for burials or other purposes. The Toltec, Pinson and Bottom Mounds are all Mesoamerican. 
Poverty Point, one of the oldest mound sites in North America, are of a European culture.  

Arkansas Mounds 

Toltec Mounds 

The Toltec Mounds are located just south of Little Rock AR. It is interesting, that this mound site 
is one of the few that recognize the fact that the Mesoamericans built these mounds. The Toltec 
culture came from the southern Mexico state of Hidalgo. They came to this site around 1085 CE 
with about 140 people and began building two ceremonial mounds and one burial mound. A 
characteristic of the Toltec culture is to build their mounds in three and in an equilateral 
formation. They remained at this location until 1213 CE when they left for reasons unknown. The 
site remained unoccupied for over 550 years when the Caddo Indians moved to this location with 
about 16-20 families in 1764 CE. They remained at the mound site until 1780 leaving for unknown 
reasons. They were followed by the Osage Indians who occupied the area from 1810 CE to around 
1817. The Osage may have left due to treaty provisions that were being negotiated at that time 
to transfer AR property to the Cherokee who were being moved from the Southeast. After the 
Osage left, no other Indian tribe occupied the area.  

Tennessee Mounds  

Bottom Mounds 

The Bottom Mounds have one large temple mound and several other smaller mounds. The 
Bottom Mounds was a satellite town of Cahokia and was begun in 1030 CE. It lasted until about 
1180 CE. It was of Mayan culture like Cahokia and Angels Mounds. Cahokia was the mother-town 
and Angels and Bottom were the satellite towns. Cholera, transferred through trading, caused 
the destruction of both Angels Mounds and Bottom Mounds. Bottoms had about 140 people at 
its location. This site is restricted from visiting by the public so all data had to be collected via 
remote dowsing.  

Louisiana Mounds  

Many of the mounds are located north and south of the I-20 E-W road. Poverty Mound site, the 
largest mound in LA is located just north of I-20 and west of the Mississippi River.  The majority 
of all these mounds are of Toltec culture. They were small satellite towns linked to their principal 
towns which were located along the Mississippi River.  The locations of many of the principal 
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towns are no longer known. We did find one of these principal towns using Native Science and 
dowsing. The Toltec town sites visited were as follows: 

Deprato Mounds 

The Deprato Mounds consisted of five dome shaped mounds which were built starting around 
700 CE. This was a satellite town with the mother town located west of the site on the river. 
There were only about 30 people at this site and they built the small mounds in about 4 years. 
They remained at this site about 200 years leaving in 904 CE when they suffered an epidemic of 
malaria. This site is on Rt 84 west of Ferriday, LA. No other Mesoamerican or Indian culture 
occupied this site after the Toltec culture left. 

Frogmore Mound 

The Frogmore Mound is a temple mound construction built around 700 CE by the Toltec culture 
who remained there until about 1100 CE. They began building with about 30 people. They did 
not have a chief or a spiritual leader. This mound site is located on the Frogmore plantation on 
Rt 84 west of Ferriday, LA. This site collapsed in 1100 CE due to a revolt of the working class of 
people who left.  

Sundown Mounds 

These mounds are located off of LA Rt 3009 north of Clayton, LA. They were built by the Toltec 
culture. Two of the mounds are temple shaped and one is dome shaped. The three mounds form 
an equilateral triangle. These are very small mounds which were built in about 6 years by about 
27 people. This is a satellite village of a mother town located north of St. Josephs, LA near Bruin 
Lake. This town was begun in 854 CE and ended in 906 CE due to an outbreak of smallpox. No 
other cultures occupied this site after the Toltecs left. 

Balmoral Mounds 

The Balmoral Mounds are similar to the Sundown Mounds as there are three mounds aligned in 
an equilateral triangle. One mound is a temple mound and the other two are conical. They were 
begun in 970 CE and finished in 5 years by about 30 people. This mound site is also a satellite 
town of the mother town located near Bruin Lake. This site remained occupied by the Toltecs 
until 1130 CE when they suffered an outbreak of malaria which killed most of them. No other 
culture occupied this site. 

Fitzhugh Mounds 

The Fitzhugh mounds were originally seven but only two remain today. They were built around 
1400 CE and the people only remained there until 1470 when they suffered an outbreak of 
smallpox which devastated the town and brought it to a close. Fitzhugh Mounds were a satellite 
town whose mother town was located to the east near the Mississippi River.  This is a Toltec 
mound site. 
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In addition to the Toltec cultural mounds, there are some mounds in LA which are related to 
other cultures. 

Mississippi Mounds 

Emerald Mound 

The Emerald Mound is one of the largest Temple Mound in the US with a height of 35 ft and 
dimensions of 770 feet by 435 feet at the base. This mound is 10 miles NE of Natchez, MS. The 
Emerald Mound is Mesoamerican build by the Toltec culture from the Mexican state of Hidalgo. 
They arrived at this location around 955 CE and remained until 1068 CE. They brought 250 people 
to this location. It took them about 25 years to build the mound. The chief lived on top of the 
mound. The Toltec were known for doing human sacrifices.  

The cultural society of the Emerald Mound site collapsed in 1068 when the lower class revolted 
from being treated poorly and left the area. By 1068, the population of Emerald Mound was less 
than 30 people. It is believed that the ancestors of the Natchez Indians came from the Toltec and 
the Teotihuacan Mesoamerican cultures who revolted from their towns and morphed into the 
Natchez Indians. Many the cultural observations by the French and Spanish of the Natchez closely 
resemble those of the Mesoamericans. 

After the Toltec left, the Emerald Mound site remained unoccupied for over 400 years. By 1480 
CE, the morphed Natchez Indians occupied the mound and remained there until the Spanish 
brought cholera to the site around 1540 CE killing many of them. The Natchez left the mound site 
after the outbreak and remained apart from that location for about a hundred years. They 
returned in 1660 CE and remained there until about 1750 when the French destroyed the 
Natchez. Those who were left moved to Alabama. After 1750, no other culture occupied the 
mound site. 

The Grand Village of the Natchez 

The Grand Village of the Natchez is a five-mound site located in the town of Natchez, MS. This is 
also a Mesoamerican site built by the Teotihuacan culture which came for the State of Mexico 
around 1100 CE. These people arrived here from the east having traveled overland from the area 
of GA. They landed in the FL area having crossed the Gulf of Mexico to Cuba and then across the 
FL straits. They migrated into GA and for some reason then migrated westward to MS.  

At the Natchez site, they brought about 150 people and built the mounds in about 10 years. They 
had a chief and a spiritual leader. The chief lived on the temple mound. The other large temple 
mound was used for their ceremonies of the Great Sun who was a spiritual leader and chief. He 
lived on top of the Sun Mound. The Grand Village of the Natchez came to an end around 1130 CE 
when the workers and slaves revolted against the authoritarian rule and left. By 1130 CE, the 
village site only had about 35 people left. 
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During the French occupation in this area from 1683 to 1758 and the Spanish in 1758-1801, the 
descendants of the Mesoamericans still existed in the mound sites and were thought to be the 
Natchez by the Europeans. Their culture was very similar to their Mexican ancestors.  

In 1758, the French recorded a Natchez ceremony 
involving sacrificing humans which seems to have been 
carried on from their Toltec and Teotihuacan roots.  

By 1801 to 1815, the Natchez were still at this mound 
site. Their occupation of the area ended when they left 
for Alabama after the militia decimated them.   

Northeast America 

The major mound sites in the Northeast section of the 
US are as follows: 

• ME: None 
• VT: Indian Mound, Milton, VT 
• NH: None 
• MA: None 
• RI: None 
• CT: None 
• NY: Lewiston Mound, Lewiston NY;  
• PA: None 
• NJ: None 
• DE: None 
• WV: Grave Creek Mound, Moundsville, WV; Criel Mound, South Charleston, WV 

The Northeast Region has a few earthen 
mounds and no effigy mounds. The two 
primary mounds that exist in that region are 
both located in West Virginia. The Grave 
Creek Mound is located in Moundville, WV 
and the Criel Mound is in South Charleston 
WV. Both of these mounds are conical 
mounds with a small flat space on top. They 
were built by the Chontal Maya of Tabasco, 
Mexico. Neither of these mound sites have 
energy associated with the mound location. 
Both have an underground stream of water 
associated with the mounds since they are 
burial mounds.  

 

 

Grave Creek Mound 
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Grave Creek Mound 

The Grave Creek mound is 62 feet high and has a diameter of 240 feet. It was built by the Chontal 
Maya beginning in 830 CE when they brought 85 people here. The Chontal Maya remained at this 
location until 927 CE. At this location, the people were affected by and suffered from diseases 
that affected the Mesoamericans. By 927 CE, there were only about 20 people left. They 
dispersed into the wilderness and the town became vacant. No other Mesoamerican or Native 
American culture occupied the site after the Chontal Maya left.  

 Criel Mound 

The Criel Mound is the smallest of the 
conical mounds being only 33 feet high 
and 172 feet in diameter. It was also built 
by the Chontal Maya beginning in 763 CE. 
They ended their occupation of this area 
in 900 CE. Like the area of the Grave Creek 
Mound, disease was an everyday factor 
affecting the population of Criel 
diminishing their numbers progressively.  
This mound was excavated and skeletons 
as large as 6’ 8 ¾ inches were found to be 
buried there. By 900 CE, only 20 people 
remained at the site and they moved 
away from the mound site. 

In the Northeastern Region there are a large number of tribal burial mounds. These mounds are 
very different from Mesoamerican mounds so they are not included in this study.  

Southeastern America 

The major mound sites in the Southeastern region of the US are as follows: 

• VA: None 
• NC: Town Creek Indian Mound State Historical Site, Mt Gilead, NC 
• SC: Santee Indian Mound, Summerton, SC; Chauge Mound, Westminster, SC 
• Eastern TN; Fewkes Mounds Archaeological Site, Brentwood, TN; Indian Burial Mound, 

Cottontown, TN; Kizer Mound, Sumner County, TN; Link Farm State Archaeological Site, 
Hurricane Mills, TN; Shiloh Mounds Historic Landmark, Shiloh, TN;  

• AL: Oakville Indian Mounds Education Center, Danville, AL; Florence Indian Mound, 
Florence, AL; Chickasaw Indian Mounds, Hamilton, AL; Moundville Archaeological 
Park, Moundville, AL; Bottle Creek Indian Mounds, Axis, AL 

• GA: Earth mounds: Etowah Indian Mounds State Historic Site, Cartersville, GA; Leake 
Mounds, Cartersville, GA; Ocmulgee Mounds; Macon GA; Roods Creek Mounds, GA; 
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Kolomoki Mounds, Blakely, GA; Nacoochee Mounds, Helen, GA; Browns Mound, 
Macon, GA, Demorest Conical Mound, Demorest, GA; Jefferson Terrace Mound, 
Jefferson GA, Tugalo River Mound near Toccoa GA.  

• GA: Effigy Mounds: Rock Eagle, Eatonton, GA; Rock Hawk, Eatonton, GA; Jackson 
County Effigy Mound, Jefferson GA 

• FL: Indian Burial Mounds, St. Petersburg, Fl; Crystal River State Archaeological Park, 
Crystal River, FL; Letchworth-Love Mounds Archaeological State Park, Monticello, FL; 
Tocobaga Temple Mound, Safe Harbor, FL; Oelsner Mound Site, Port Richey, FL; 
Madira-Bickel Mound State Archaeological Site, Tera Ceia, FL; Lake Jackson Mounds 
State Park, Tallahassee, FL 

Georgia Mounds 

The major mound sites in the Southeastern Region are all of Mesoamerican culture. The Maya 
built the mounds at Etowah, Ocmulgee, Kolomoki, Moundville, Crystal River, Letchworth-Love 
and Lake Jackson mounds. Rood Creek Mounds are Chontal Maya. Other mounds sites are 
primarily Zapotec, Toltec, and Chontal Maya cultures. Some mound sites were found to have 
been occupied by several different Mesoamerican cultures with one culture starting the site and 
others moving in after the previous culture had left.  

 Etowah Mounds, GA 

Etowah Mounds consist of three Temple mounds and three lesser mounds which are now gone. 
The principal pyramid-type mound was the temple mound where the Chief and their family 
resided. The Etowah Mounds were first built around 1090 CE by approximately 350 people from 
the Mayan culture.  These people came from the Ocmulgee Mounds. Normally, a principal mound 
site would establish several satellite towns. Etowah is a satellite town of Ocmulgee. It was 
established by relatives of the Ocmulgee Chief and Priests. Initial construction of the mounds 
began in 1090 and was completed about five years later. Further layers of height were added to 
the mounds in subsequent years. A wooden fence fortification surrounded the site as well as a 
moat for protection.  

There is earth energy marking the Etowah site and water directly under the Burial Mound. The 
earth energy and underground water was not at the site when the Mayans began construction. 
These energy features were caused to occur there when the Native Americans occupied the site.  

At the peak of its occupation period, it had over 500 people living there. It declined rapidly in the 
1200’s ending up with only a hundred people when it collapsed in 1238 CE. It is speculated that 
the working class and possibly the younger generation revolted against the ruling class having 
become tired of their authoritative demands. These people moved away from the mound site. 
Throughout the 1200 to 1300s, there seemed to have been a cultural change occurring in the 
Maya culture wherein the lower class of people decided it was time to become independent.  
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From about 1238 until 1320 CE the site remained vacant. Then the Toltec culture moved onto 
the Etowah Mound site and remained there until about 1550 CE. After the Toltec people left, the 
Creek Indians occupied the mound site. They arrived about 1740 CE and left around 1790 CE. The 
Creek Indians used the site for ceremonies.  

Leake Mounds, GA 

The Leake Mounds are located just over two miles to the west of Etowah Mounds. They existed 
about the same time frame as the Etowah but were built by the Zapotec culture. The Leake 
Mounds were begun in 1192 CE with about 200 people and only lasted until 1235 CE. By 1235, 
there was only a little over a 100 people at the site. It seems to have suffered the same cultural 
revolution as that which happened at Etowah.  

Leake Mounds was a satellite town along with a sister town located about 8 miles to east of Leake 
Mounds. These two satellite towns were related to a Mother Town located in Haralson County 
26 miles to the SSE of Leake.  The Mother Town is on inaccessible land so it cannot be 
investigated. These three towns were active for fewer than 50 years. The Leake Mounds 
unfortunately were destroyed by the GA Department of Transportation in the 1930’s and used 
for fill dirt to build a road. 

The site where these mounds existed has earth energy lines passing through it. The energy was 
probably brought there by Creek Indians who used the site about the same time as Etowah 
Mounds.  

 Nacoochee Mounds, GA 

Near Helen, GA are three mounds, two on private property and one on state property but all 
related to each other. These mounds are of Mayan culture. This site is a satellite town of a Mother 
Town located 30 miles to the SSW of Nacoochee. These mounds were started around 1030 CE 
and remained in existence until 1230 CE. The town began with about 130 people from the Mother 
Town and grew to a peak of about 250 people before collapsing back to 100 people in 1230 when 
the site was abandoned due to a revolt of the workers and slaves who then left the town. At the 
time of the collapse, the town was attacked by the Gwynedd (Moon-Eyed) people who killed 40-
45 people. The town site was later occupied by the Cherokee when they moved here around 
1745 CE and remained until the removal.   

 Demorest Mounds, GA 

Currently, there is only one mound left of the two that existed in Demorest. That mound is a 
Conical Mound. The one that was destroyed was a pyramid-type Temple Mound. The mounds at 
Demorest were created by the Chontal Maya culture from the state of Tabasco in southern 
Mexico around 875 CE. One hundred twenty people initially arrived at the site and grew to a peak 
of about 180 before dwindling down to about 70.  The town ceased to exist in 930 CE. This town 
like many other collapsed when the working class revolted against authoritative rule and left. The 
conical mount serves as a place to bury the elite members of the town on a spiral pathway that 
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encircles the mound about 11 times. There are believed to be 14 graves on the mound. The 
mound also serves as a ceremonial location.  

Another culture is estimated to have been at this site from 300 to 570 CE. They may have been 
the Dacia. They did not build any mounds at this location. After the Chontal Maya abandoned the 
site, a second Mesoamerican culture arrived and moved onto the site in 1025 CE. This southern 
Mexico culture was the Teotihuacan. They arrived with about 165 people, peaked to 225 and 
then ended their occupation of the site in 1240 CE with about 95-100 people.  

The Gwynedd (Moon-Eyed) people moved onto the site in 1330 CE and remained until 1462 when 
they were attacked by people from the Teotihuacan culture who may have been taking back the 
land, they had previously occupied. They remained at the site from 1462 CE until 1505. The last 
culture to occupy the site were the Cherokee who came around 1568 CE and remained until 1700 
CE. The Cherokee added a number of sacred sites around the mound location and caused energy 
to flow at the location through prayers and ceremonies.  

Jefferson Mounds, GA 

The Mayans were probably the first major culture at the site within the CE time frame but there 
was one culture there prior to the Mayans. That culture was probably Asian and related to the 
Mongolians. The Mayans arrived there in 1328 CE and remained at the site until 1447 when the 
town collapsed. 1300 people initially arrived there at the beginning of the building of the town. 
The Jefferson Mayan site is a satellite town of a Mayan Mother Town located 27 miles SSW near 
Monroe GA. The Mother Town only had 140 people at that site so it is a wonder that it was a 
Mother town. The Jefferson site consists of two mounds. One is the terraced mound where 
ceremonies were conducted. The second mound is a pyramid-type temple mound located 0.78 
miles at 208 degrees. This is where the Chief and his family lived.  
 
The Jefferson site had a trade relationship with the Mother Town as well as other satellite towns. 
There were estimated to have been between 3-5 towns. They also traded with other Mayan sites 
in GA. As a satellite town, they were required to send valuable goods to the Mother Town as a 
tax. This probably included gold, silver, animal skins and other trade goods.  The town was active 
for about 119 years growing to a population 1385 people at its peak. It had dwindled down to 
just 381 people when it collapsed in 1447. Like many other Mayan town sites, the working class 
became tired of the oppressive ruling class and moved away from the town leaving the elite to 
do the work which they seemed unable to do and the town collapsed. 
 
Other cultures that occupied the Jefferson site were: 

• Gwynedd (Moon-Eyed): 1232 – 1254 CE 
• Creek: 1543 – 1588 CE 
• Apalachee: 1592 – 1632 CE 
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• Oconee: 1700 – 1832 CE 

 Ocmulgee Mounds, Rock Eagle and 
Rock Hawk Effigy Mounds, GA 

Understanding the Ocmulgee Mounds site is 
central to understanding the history of all the 
mound sites related to Ocmulgee.  

Prior to the development of the mound sites 
after 1000 CE, the area around the Ocmulgee 
was first occupied by a different culture from 
the mound builders. This cultural came from 
northern Europe in approximately 580 CE. 
They were the Sami people from Finland and Norway. They lived like the Native Americans of 
North America and could easily be mistaken for a Native American tribe. They arrived at the 
Ocmulgee area with about 70 people but suffered from some of the local diseases such as malaria 
which reduced their number drastically over time. A hundred years later in 680 CE, their numbers 
were down to about 15 people and they ceased to exist as a tribal entity. They left pottery 
artifacts but there is little that distinguishes these from others found at Ocmulgee so their 
footprint is too small to have been 
recognized. 

The building of the mounds at 
Ocmulgee began in 1035 CE when 
approximately 330 Mayan people 
arrived at the site. This Mayan 
group had a chief and spiritual 
leader. They were the Mother town 
of central Georgia. Some of the 
people from Ocmulgee traveled to 
the Etowah River near Cartersville, 
GA in 1090 CE and began the 
Etowah Mounds which was a 
satellite town to Ocmulgee. The 
Ocmulgee Pyramid-type temple mound is the largest mound. It was the area where the Chief 
lived. The small mound in front of the Temple mound is where most of the ceremonies were 
conducted. There were a number of other mounds build at Ocmulgee including several burial 
mounds. It took the Mayans 45 years to create the mounds to their initial level. However, the 
mounds were finished to the level of today by a second culture which arrived years later.  

The Mayan culture grew to as many as 390 people at the mounds site but like many other Mayan 
sites, the workers and slaves grew disenchanted with the authoritative rule and began leaving 
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the Ocmulgee site. In 1240 CE, the population was reduced to about 120 people and the city 
collapsed having insufficient workers to continue to maintain the site. Etowah collapsed in the 
same time frame. The remaining Mayans are believed to have dispersed into the surrounding 
wilderness to live out their lives.  

The site remained unoccupied for about 10 years when the 
Mogollon culture from the northern Mexico Chihuahua state 
arrived and moved onto the mound site. The Mogollon 
culture, also known as the Paquime people associated with 
Casa Grandes in Chihuahua, Mexico did not suffer from the 
same drought as the Mesoamericans in southern Mexico. 
However, they witnessed the migration on-going into North 
American and followed along. The Mogollon culture arrived at 
Ocmulgee in 1250 CE with about 275 people. During their time 
at Ocmulgee, they completed any remaining work on the 
mounds and also built the Lamar Mounds south of Ocmulgee. 
They only remained at Ocmulgee for about 100 years leaving 
in 1359 CE. Their people suffered from some of the diseases 
in the GA area including cholera and malaria.  

The area of Chihuahua, Mexico is believed to be where the 
Chihuahua dog breed was developed. Dog effigy figurines 
have been found in Mexico that appear to be a Chihuahua. In 
the Columbus, GA museum is another dog figurine found at 
Bull Creek in Muskogee County. Also. At the museum in 
Ocmulgee Mounds is a dog figurine found at the Lamar 
Mounds. All of these artifacts lead one to conclude the 
Mogollon culture was in GA.  

For reasons unknown, the Mogollon people decided to leave 
Ocmulgee and travel 42 miles to the NE to the site of Rock 
Eagle. Their departure to Rock Eagle may have been related to 
wanting to preserve their culture with rock effigies before 
their culture collapsed in North America. At Rock Eagle, they 
began a new town and set about building effigy mounds at 
Rock Eagle and Rock Hawk. The effigy mounds were started 
around 1362 CE. It took about 7 to 8 years to complete them. The work was under the leadership 
of a spiritual leader who oversaw both sites. The diseases of cholera and malaria continued to 
take a toll on the workers. They began with around 103 people but by 1391 CE, their numbers 
were down to about 15. Again, part of the loss of workers was due to revolting against rulers who 
led with an authoritative rule. Within 20 years after completing the effigy mounds, the Mogollon 
culture had disappeared from middle GA.  

 

Columbus GA Museum 

 

 

Ocmulgee Mounds 
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After the last of Mexican cultures left Ocmulgee, the site remained unoccupied for almost 230 
years until the Muscogee Creek Indians arrived in 1587 CE. The Creek Indians had a village of 
about 20-25 families who remained at the site until a cholera outbreak decimated them in 1649 
CE killing more than 60% of their people. They left after the disease outbreak. The Creek Indians 
caused earth energy and underground streams of water to occur at Ocmulgee. They used the 
Temple mound as their stomp grounds and conducted their ceremonies at that location.  

The Muscogee Creeks also occupied Rock Eagle from about 1595-6 CE and left there in 1636-7 
after an outbreak of an unknown disease. The Creek Indians only occupied the Rock Eagle site 
and not Rock Hawk.  

As part of the history of the Rock Eagle site, the Helvetii people came there from OH in 230 CE 
and remained at the site until about 480 CE. They had about 37 people when they arrived and 
grew to 60 before the culture collapsed due to an outbreak of a disease.  They did not build any 
mounds while at the site. 

 Rood Creek Mounds, GA 

The Rood Creek Mound site is one of 
the least known yet probably more 
important than some of the others in 
the state. The site is located on Corps 
of Engineers property in Stewart 
County adjacent to the 
Chattahoochee River where Rood 
Creek junctions with the river. It had 
eight mounds originally but as far as 
we can determine only four remain 
today A diagram of what the site 
looked like at the time it was built 
was provided by Richard Thornton. 
The site has restricted access and is 
so overgrown with pine trees it is 
hard to observe much of it at all. The 
site had a palisade and moat 
surrounding the village. 

Building of this mound site was begun by the Chontal Maya around 900-902 CE. There were 
estimated to be around 265 people at the site in the beginning. This community was originally 
located in a village site near Camilla GA known as the Singer-Moye site. That site dated from 600 
to 898 CE and began with about 400 people. It suffered an epidemic of cholera in 898 CE and lost 
a large number of its residents. The rest then moved to Rood Creek and began again.  

 

Richard Thornton Diagram of Roods Creek 
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It took the working class of Rood Creek 56 to 57 years to construct the eight platform and conical 
mounds and other structures of the village. This was a principal town with no satellite towns that 
we know. Rood Creek did have a trading relationship with other Mesoamerican sites as far away 
as Mobile, AL as well as some in GA. Rood Creek was under the direction of a Chief and Spiritual 
Leaders. The village never grew much beyond the initial 265 people. The Rood Creek site came 
to an end in 1061-2 CE when the working class revolted and left the village causing it to collapse.  

The site remained unoccupied for about 600 years after the Chontal Maya left. The first group of 
Native Americans to use the site were the Uchee who arrived in approximately 1672 CE and 
remained there until 1700. They had about 12-15 families and used the site and mounds for 
ceremonies. The Uchee left the area after an outbreak of cholera. About 45 years later in 1745 
CE, the Apalachicola Indians moved onto the site with about 10 families and remained there until 
1827 when the Creek Indians ceded the last of their lands in GA. Neither the Uchee or 
Apalachicola caused energy to flow to the site so there was none.  

 Tugalo River Mound 

This mound is located in the Tugalo River near Toccoa GA. The mound was built by the Chontal 
Maya around 800 CE and they remained at the site until around 960 CE. They began with about 
80 people and peaked at 100. The Chontal Maya left in 960 CE due to an epidemic of cholera. 60-
62 people died from the disease.  Those that remaining moved up river about 5 miles to a place 
today which is Walker Creek Boat Ramp. They did not construct any more mounds.  

The Zapotec people came to the mound site around 1087 CE and remained there until 1175. They 
had about 60 people living there. They left the site due to an outbreak of cholera also. 
Approximately 57 died from the disease. Both the Zapotec and the Chontal Maya threw the 
bodies of the deceased into the river. Those remaining from the outbreak moved away into the 
local area and lived in family groups.   

No other group of Mesoamerican or Native Americans occupied the mound site after the Zapotec 
left. The Cherokee town of Tugalo moved to the area just down river about 0.4 miles in 1777-8 
CE but were not known to have used the mound site for ceremonies.  

Jackson County Effigy Mound 

The effigy mound is very similar in construction to the Rock Eagle and Rock Hawk in Putnam 
County GA, but about 1/3 the size of the other two effigy mounds. It was built about the same 
time as Rock Eagle and Rock Hawk and by the same culture. Rock Eagle and Rock Hawk were 
started around 1362 CE and took about 7 years to build them. They were built by the Mogollon-
Paquime culture from the northern Mexico state of Chihuahua. This same culture built the 
Jackson County effigy mound beginning around 1373 CE. The Jackson County effigy mound is in 
the form of a turtle. These people, who numbered about 110-120, built the site in about 4 years. 
The rocks to build the site were brought from the North Oconee River located about 0.3 miles 
away. The Mogollon-Paquime people remained at the site until about 1432 CE when their 
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remaining people numbered less than 25 due to a cholera outbreak. Where they relocated is not 
known. 
 
The Mogollon-Paquime people used the effigy mound for ceremonies. None of these people are 
thought to be buried near the effigy mound. They are more likely buried near their village located 
on the river. As with other cultures we have recently researched, they usually throw the bodies 
of their members who died of cholera into the river.  
 
The site is estimated to have remained vacant for about 355 years after the Mogollon-Paquime 
people left. The Oconee Indians, part of the Creek Indian Confederacy, moved onto the site 
around 1786 CE. This land was part of the controversial 1790 treaty with the Creek Indians. Only 
three Creek chiefs signed away the 1790 land between the Ogeechee and Oconee Rivers. The 
Chief of the Creek Indians, Alexander McGillivray, declared war on GA when GA started occupying 
the land. He eventually signed a treaty with George Washington in New York in late 1790, but it 
was null and void by the time he came home to Alabama. McGillivray had long sided with the 
Spanish and he ignored the treaty after he got back to AL. It had to be renegotiated again in 1796 
when it was finally transferred to GA. The Oconee are estimated to have lived in the area of the 
effigy mound until about 1793-4. They had about 25 families there so about 60-70 members. The 
Oconee built an altar on top of the turtle effigy mound and caused energy to be brought to the 
mound to make it sacred to them. They used this site as a ceremonial burial ground and may 
have cremated the remains of those that died on the altar. The rock piles (about 50) on the 
property surrounding the effigy mound are believed to be Oconee burial sites. Some of the tribal 
members were murdered by militia and other died of disease. Based on the number of graves at 
the site, most of the Oconee tribe was lost.  
 
Alabama Mounds 

Florence Temple Mound 

The Florence mound is located on the TN River’s north bank near the bridge that crosses the river 
on RT 72. It was built by multiple Mesoamerican cultures. The first group to arrive at the site and 
begin construction were Zapotec from Oaxaca, Mexico. They were joined by some members from 
the Mixtec culture from Puebla in Southern Mexico. This is the first and only time we have found 
Mixtec in North American. The initial building began in 1057 CE. The Florence site is a satellite 
town with the Mothertown located 6.5 miles to the SW on a bearing of 202 degrees. We 
attempted to visit this site but it is on private property. We could see a part of the mound at this 
site from a distance but that was all. This mound site was built starting in 1034-5 CE. 

68-69 people that began the construction came from the Mothertown. The population never 
grew above 75 people. There was no Chief or Spiritual Leader at Florence and all ceremonies 
were conducted at the Mothertown. The Zapotec people at Florence added 5 feet to the mound 
height in their time at this location. The Mothertown and Florence site came to an end in 1076 
CE just 19 years after they began because of an attack on both sites. The Teotihuacan 
Mesoamerican’s attacked the sites and drove the Zapotecs and Mixtec’s away. The Teotihuacan 
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did not occupy the site after the attack. In fact, they did not take over the site until 1200 CE, 124 
years later.  

The Teotihuacan people brought about 134-5 people to the site in 1200 CE to resume 
construction of the mound. They continued construction for 30 years adding about 5 more feet 
to the mound. In 1230, they were attacked by the Gwynedd (Moon-Eyed) people and driven off 
the site. Many were killed on both sides. The Welsh did not occupy the site. It remained vacant 
for another thirteen years until the Mayans arrived in 1243 CE and took over the site. They 
completed the construction of the mound which is 43 feet high and 145 feet at the base. The 
Mayans brought about 88-90 people to the area and occupied both the Mothertown and the 
Florence site. Both sites collapsed in 1287 CE when the working class revolted and left.  

Native American tribes never occupied these two sites so therefore there is no energy at the 
sites. Native Americans are the only ones who seem to have the ability to cause energy to flow 
into a particular location. The site remained unoccupied for the remainder of its history. 

Oakville Mound  

The Oakville mound is located near Danville, AL. It is a single temple mound site and is a satellite 
town. The Mothertown is located 14 miles to the SE on a bearing of 125 degrees. We did not visit 
the Mothertown. This mound site was built by the Chontal Maya people from Tabasco, Mexico. 
They arrived 1481-2 CE with about 65-6 people who came from the Mothertown. The 
Mothertown was built starting in 1464-5 CE. The Oakville site had a Chief and Spiritual Leader. 
Because it also was a satellite town, it was required to send goods to the Mothertown as a tax 
from their trading. The town came to an end in 1556 CE due to the working class revolting and 
leaving. While the Mesoamericans occupied this area, there was no earth energy associated with 
the site. 

Hitchiti occupied the site from 1588-9 CE until 1653 CE. They used the mound site for ceremonies. 
Ten years later in 1663 CE, the Cherokees occupied the mound site and remained there until 1836 
when they began being removed from AL. The Cherokees used the mound for ceremonies and 
they are the ones that caused the energy to flow to the site.  

Moundville Archaeological Site 

The University of Alabama owns and operates the Moundville site. They have managed all the 
excavation of the mounds and have built a great museum, second best to Cahokia. 

The university’s summary about Moundville says it was a Native American site and was the next 
largest site to Cahokia. Our research shows that not to be true. The Moundville site with its 
multiple pyramid-type temple mounds took 65 years to construct. 

Moundville was created by Mayans starting around 800-805 CE. It was a principal town and had 
no satellite towns. There were approximately 570 people located at Moundville. Compared to 
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Cahokia with about 15,000, Moundville is a far distant Mesoamerican town in numbers. 
Moundville had a Chief and rulers as well as Spiritual Leaders for conducting the ceremonies.  

They had a trading relationship with two Chontal Maya towns located about 10 miles away, one 
to the north and one to the south on the Black Warrior River.   

Moundville remained active for about 220 years collapsing in 1027 CE. The cause of the collapse 
was a revolt of the working and slave class who left Moundville. There were no energy lines at 
Moundville when the Mayans were there. 

The site remained vacant for 561 years until the Choctaw occupied the area in 1588-9 CE. They 
had about 40 families so about 100-120 people. They used the mounds for ceremonies during 
the time they occupied the site. They buried their deceased in a mound near the museum which 
had an underground stream of water under it. The Choctaws left the site in 1675 CE due to an 
epidemic of cholera. 55 members of the tribe died and they were thrown into the Black Warrior 
River which is exactly what happened with the cholera epidemic at the Angels Mounds in 
Evansville, IN and elsewhere. 

About 50 years later after the Choctaw had abandoned the site, the Creek Indians moved onto 
the area in 1723 CE. They had approximately 35 families or about 100 people. They remained at 
Moundville until 1814 CE when they were removed due to the Treaty signed after the Creek 
Nation lost to General Jackson’s forces at the Battle of Horseshoe Bend in AL. They also buried 
their deceased like the Choctaw in a mound near the Museum. This mound also has an 
underground stream of water under it. The Creeks used some of the mounds for ceremonies and 
they caused earth energy to flow to the ceremonial sites.   

No other Native American tribe occupied the area after the Creeks left. Both the Choctaw and 
Creek Indians claim Moundville as their sacred site.  

Florida Mounds 

Tocobaga Temple Mound Site 

The Weeden Island culture occupied this area on the west side of Tampa Bay from 290 to 500 CE. 
This culture is believed to be the Helvetti culture from middle Europe. They are known for the 
pottery they created but their footprint on the site left no structures of lasting value.  

The mound site was built by the Teotihuacan culture from the state of Mexico in Southern 
Mexico. This culture arrived at this site in 1315 CE with approximately 130 people. There were a 
chief, spiritual leaders and nobles. This was a satellite town of a Mothertown located 14 miles to 
the south in the vicinity just south of Weeden Island. There was once a mound at that site but 
development destroyed it. The Temple Mound at Tocobaga was built in about 15 years. The Chief 
lived on top of the mound. Seventy-eight years later, the town collapsed due to the continual 
effects of disease outbreaks which included malaria and cholera. By 1393 CE when the town 
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collapsed there were only 30 people left many of whom died from an epidemic of malaria. Those 
that remained left the town and moved into the wilderness to live in family groups.  

It was almost two hundred years before another culture occupied this site. The Tocobaga Indians 
arrived about 1585 CE and remained at the site until 1655 CE when they abandoned the area due 
to an outbreak of malaria. The Tocobaga Indians brought energy to the site and created Marker 
Trees to mark their primary common ceremonial features. They had 37 families at the site. The 
Tocobaga Indians may be descendants of the Mesoamericans who built the mound site. 

Years later, the Spanish occupied the site for two years from 1695 to 1697 CE but left due to 
malaria.  

No other culture occupied the site after the Spanish left. 

Oelsner Mound 

This small mound now located near Port Richey, FL was built by a group of Teotihuacan’s who 
appeared to have left the Tocobaga Mound site in a dispute and moved north to build their own 
mound. They arrived in 1387 CE and remained there until 1427 CE. They came with 30 people 
but suffered some losses due to diseases. It took them 10 years to build the mound. By 1427 CE, 
they were down to only 16 people. Those avoiding the effects of malaria and cholera moved off 
to live away from this site.  

The Tocobaga Indians arrived in 1630 CE and remained at the site until 1678 CE. They had 28 
families. They bent Marker trees to mark important spiritual sites. The Calusa Indians occupied 
the site from 1780-1805 CE. They had a small number of families there and did not create any 
features that show their existence at the site. There are some Calusa Indian graves located at the 
site.  

 Indiana Mounds 

At Mound State Park in Anderson IN where the Scythians built the circular ring mound in the 
middle period previously reported on, a second circular-like ring mound was built by the Chontal 
Maya beginning in 1500 CE. It appears that the Chontal Maya copied the design of the Circular 
Ring Mound; however, they built their mound in a rectangular shape for reasons unknown. They 
followed the same construction techniques by digging the dirt alongside the inner boundary of 
the mound and piling it up to form the mound shape. They aligned the mound to face due east 
with the opening of the mound. In the approximate center of the mound, they caused upwelling 
energy to flow along a 090 and a 180-degree alignment. There is also a Ley line centered were 
the two energy lines cross and flows to the east through the opening in the mound.  

At the center of the mound where the energy lines cross is a ceremonial site for healing and for 
lunar observations.  The Chontal Maya remained at this site until 1580 CE when they left. No 
other Mesoamerican or Native American tribe was determined to occupy this site. 
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The Cultural Evidence of the Mound Sites 

We stated this fact before but it is important to repeat it again as we open this section of cultural 
evidence. The written archaeological assessment of the earthen and effigy mounds in American 
state that these mound sites are of Native American origin. However, no Native American tribe 
today has any record of forcing their people into a class society to create a worker/slave class 
and then using those people to haul millions of cubic feet of earth to build mound sites so that 
the chief and spiritual leaders could live on top of these structures in extravagant structures. 
Rather, Native American tribes have a classless society where all are equal with the exception of 
a few who are the chosen leaders to guide the tribe in war and in peace. Most tribal members 
interviewed about the mounds have said that the mounds were here when they arrived at a 
location to set up a village.   

Scholars have misinterpreted the mound builders by using the writings of De Soto and others 
who observed Native American tribes living among and on top of the mounds when they passed 
through these sites. Many Native American tribes had adopted these mound sites after the 
mound-builder culture had left. They used them for ceremonial purposes and in some cases were 
living on them. Others used the sites for burying their dead. The tribes caused earth energies and 
underground streams to occur under the mounds so they could be used for ceremonial purposes.  

The majority of mounds in American are of Mesoamerican origin and most of them were built in 
the 800 to 1500 CE period when the 
Mesoamericans were forced to flee the southern 
Mexican drought that began around 740 CE. A map 
in the Crystal River, FL mound site is the best 
depiction of the Mesoamerican migration to North 
America showing the land and water migration 
paths through Mexico and the Gulf of Mexico into 
the north and south central and eastern American 
sites. While this map clearly shows the migration 
paths, it fails to include the path through Cuba to 
the Florida Straits which was used as well to open 
sites in Florida and Georgia.  

Missing from the historical studies of the 
Mesoamericans is its history as a maritime culture with extensive trade relations throughout the 
Gulf of Mexico and the Caribbean. It has only been recently that the History Channel and a few 
researchers have begun exploring the subject of the Mesoamerican maritime trade. They have 
also shown clearly that the Maya did possess the capability to cross the Gulf into North America. 
Research of the blue clay found in the Mayan culture has proven the blue clay came from Georgia. 
The Mayans traveled to western FL and then north into GA beginning in the BCE time frame in 

 

Mesoamerican Migration Routes 
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order to mine the blue clay and bring it back to the Yucatan. This route became the principal 
route in 228 CE when the Mayans decided to establish a full-time presence in Crystal River and 
Ocala FL. There they not only collected the blue clay but added the commodities of gold and silver 
being mined in north GA.  

Cultural Appearance 

Many of the mound sites have museums to 
display the artifacts found there and to depict 
through paintings the cultural appearance and 
dress of the people of that mound site. When 
one studies multiple sites, the cultural 
appearance of all the people from as far south 
as FL to as far north as Cahokia, IL all look the 
same. The leaders all have headdress made of 
feathers and other ornaments. The elite 
members are decorated with tattoos, gold & silver and other precious materials and the leaders 
often carry a symbol of authority. Many of the other members have tattoos which are similar 
from site to site. Chiefs and Spiritual leaders are dressed more elaborate whereas the working 
class have similar loin cloths for the men and skirts for the women. Some women are covered on 
their upper bodies and others are not. Examples of their appearance are shown above and below. 
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In comparison here are several examples of Mayan dress from Internet sources. Note 
the similarities for the headdress and body decorations.  

Pottery Shapes and Decorations 

The pottery located at many of the sites has a common appearance and is decorated 
similarly. The distinctive circular symbol of life is on the bowls and also on the dress of 
the woman on the previous page.  Some examples are shown on the next page. Other 
pottery types have simple decorative patterns. Some of these dates back to 
Mesoamericans and others to the Native Americans who occupied the mound sites after 
the mound builder cultures left.  
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Figurines 

Many of the figurines found at the mound sites are also very similar in configuration 
and appearance. Note the big ears and noses and also the common circular ears. 
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