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Mysterious Giant Skeletons in Earthen Mounds 
Don & Diane Wells © 2022 

INTRODUCTION 

During our nine months of researching the earthen and effigy mounds in the U.S. in 2021-2022, 
we, on occasion, stumbled onto mound sites in which, when excavated, giant skeletons were 
found buried in the mound. Some researchers have interpreted these skeletons as being a race 
that built the mounds. Others have conjectured about these skeletons but were unable to 
determine where the giants came from and how they came to be buried at these sites.  

If one did a through search of the archives of information, you would find a plethora of references 
to giant skeletons being located all over the eastern U.S. If you went further in your research 
covering Europe and other locations, more references would be found of giant skeletons. And in 
the African Continent, you would find many references to giants in African tribes even today. 

And, if you read your Bible, you would find references to giants existing in Biblical times. 

Because many of the giant skeletons have been lost or 
misplaced in museum archives, there are numerous 
authors who have offered debunking theories about the 
existence of the giants. However, there is so much 
evidence existing, one cannot discount the existence of 
giants among us. Even today, there are a few people who 
have been noted as having heights well above 7 feet. 
Andre the Giant (Andre Rene Roussimoff) was born in 
1946 and lived until 1993. He was a French citizen who 
was 7 ft 4 inch tall and weighed 522 pounds. Robert 
Wadlow was an American who measured a staggering 8 
ft, 11.1 in tall when last measured on 27 June 1940, 
becoming the tallest man in the world. Many others exist 
throughout the world.  

The questions to be resolved then are, “Was there a race 
of giants on the earth and if so, who are they?” And if it 
is not a race, “How did these people grow to be so much taller than the average person?” And 
lastly, “Why are some of these giants found in the Earthen Mounds?” 

Medical Research 

Was there a race of giants? The Bible seems to say so in Genesis 6:4; “The Nephilim were on the 
earth in those days, and also afterward, when the sons of God came in to the daughters of man 
and they bore children to them. These were the mighty men who were of old, the men of 
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renown.” The Nephilim were defined as fallen angels who defied God and took women as they 
desired for sex and their offspring were considered to be larger than normal people.  

In the story of David in 1 Samuel 17:1-58, it is stated, “Now the Philistines gathered their armies 
for battle. And they were gathered at Socoh, which belongs to Judah, and encamped between 
Socoh and Azekah, in Ephes-dammim. And Saul and the men of Israel were gathered, and 
encamped in the Valley of Elah, and drew up in line of battle against the Philistines. And the 
Philistines stood on the mountain on the one side, and Israel stood on the mountain on the other 
side, with a valley between them. And there came out from the camp of the Philistines a 
champion named Goliath of Gath, whose height was six cubits (8 ft 9 inches) and a span. He had 
a helmet of bronze on his head, and he was armed with a coat of mail, and the weight of the coat 
was five thousand shekels of bronze.” 

So, there are references to people as far back as Biblical times as being giants. But were they a 
race that continued throughout history? The answer to that question seems to be “no.” So, how 
did these giants grow to be so tall? 

Deirdre Donnelly and Patrick Morrison wrote a medical journal article on “Hereditary Gigantism-
the Biblical Giant Goliath and his Brothers.” In the journal article, they wrote, “The biblical giant 
Goliath has an identifiable family tree suggestive of autosomal dominant inheritance. (Autosomal 
dominant inheritance is a way a genetic trait or condition can be passed down from parent to 
child.) We suggest that he had a hereditary pituitary disorder possibly due to the AIP gene, 
causing early onset and familial acromegaly or gigantism. We comment on the evidence within 
the scriptures for his other relatives including a relative with six digits and speculate on possible 
causes of the six digits. Recognition of a hereditary pituitary disorder in the biblical Goliath and 
his family sheds additional information on his and other family members’ battles with David and 
his relatives.” 

In another medical report written by Lihadh Al-Gazali, Hanan Hamamy and Shaikha Al-Arrayad, 
all professors of genetics medical research, they discussed in their paper, Genetic Disorders in the 
Arab World, about the effects of high consanguinity rates among parts of the world where “large 
amounts of inbreeding occurs due to tribal groups descending from a limited number of 
ancestors and some conditions that are confined to specific villages, families, and tribal groups, 
leading to an unusual burden of genetic diseases in these communities.” 

These same genetic disorders were discussed in our report, “The White Indians,” which is about 
the Welsh in America. We published this report in early 2022. When tribal groups remain small, 
live in the same region for long periods of time, and because of racial concerns, they remain apart 
from others. Under these conditions, inbreeding becomes a major factor in the continued 
existence resulting in genetic effects to some. These effects can cause issues in eye sight, 
flattening of the forehead, hair colors (usually red), cognitive issues, heart and lung issues, 
multiple digits and deformities to extremities such as hands and feet, and many more. The 
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inbreeding may result in pituitary gland effects which could cause gigantism or dwarfism due to 
the pituitary gland producing too little or too much Growth Hormones.  

It is our belief, based on the available evidence, that the giants found throughout the world are 
caused mainly by genetic defects. Within a race culture who experiences inbreeding (a report of 
Arab cultures showed this to be as much as 25-60%), it is thought that the amount of people with 
genetic defects may be as high as 11-12%. Within the number effected by genetics, a small 
number may likely suffer from gigantism. Where gigantism does occur, it may be more prevalent 
in some races than others. 

The Giants of Africa 

From the website, https://www.bibliotecapleyades.net/gigantes/Africa.html,  there are multiple 
stories of giants found in Africa. Some of those stories are: 

“In 1936, two French archaeologists, Lebeuf and Griaule, led an expedition to Chad in North 
Central Africa. As they crossed the plains they saw some areas covered with small mounds. They 
also found large numbers of these mounds around Fort Lamy and Goulfeil. Deciding to 
investigate, they dug up several egg-shaped funeral jars that contained the remains of a gigantic 
race, along with pieces of their jewelry and their works of art.1 These giants, according to the 
natives, were called the Saos.” 

“At Agadir in Morocco, Peter Kolosimo reports that, 
the French captain Lafanechere discovered a 
complete arsenal of hunting weapons including five 
hundred double-edged axes weighing seventeen and 
a half pounds, i.e. twenty times as heavy as would be 
convenient for modern man. Apart from the 
question of weight, to handle the axe at all one 
would need to have hands of a size appropriate to a 
giant with a stature of at least 13 feet.” 

“A tribe of giants survives in the Sudan, but 
apparently little has been written about them. In his 
Inside Africa, John Gunther describes them as a 
Nilotic people who "have spread their virile blood far 
afield, as witness the Masai in Kenya and the giant 
Watutsi3 in Ruanda-Urundi, who are cousins to the 
Hamitic Sudanese."4 An example of their gigantic but 
very slender stature may be seen in Manute Bol, the 
seven-foot-seven-inch pro basketball giant, who 
hails from this region.”  

https://www.bibliotecapleyades.net/gigantes/Africa.html
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There are many pictures of giants from Africa found on the internet. One of these is shown on 
the previous page.  

The Giants in North America 

If the giant skeletons were only found in mound sites, we might conclude that these people were 
related to the cultures that had built the mounds. However, based a plethora of reports in 
newspapers and other publications, the giant skeletons have been found all over the eastern part 
of the U.S. Some of those reports were consolidated into a compendium by a group called the 
Nephiliman named after the people of the Bible. They published a list of some of these reports 
on their website at: http://nephiliman.com/ancient_giants_mound_builders.html. 

A few of those reports are listed below: 

• In White County, Tennessee, an "ancient fortification" contained skeletons averaging at least 7 
feet in length.  

• In Braton Tennessee footprints believed to be human were found in solid rock 33 inches long 
and one foot wide. These have six toes each.  

• 1792 New York, Buffalo: reports that 7 and 8 foot skeletons with broad flat topped skulls were 
found at an earthen fort in Orleans County.  

• 1800 Ohio, Conneaut: Among the normal size skeletons found in the remains of mounds were 
found gigantic bones. Some of the skulls and jaws were large enough to fit over the head and 
face of a normal man  

• 1829. During the construction of a Hotel in Chesterville. Workers digging up a mound discovered 
a large human skeleton. The local doctor examining the skeleton said that the skull could have 
easily fit over a normal man's head. In addition, the skeleton had more teeth than modern man.  

• 1845 "On the Wappatomaka have been found numerous Indian relics, among which was a 
highly a finished pipe, representing a snake coiled around the bowl. There was also discovered 
the under jawbone of great size; and, what is more remarkable the teeth stood transversely in 
the jawbone. It would pass over any man's face with entire ease."  

• 1856 A decayed human skeleton claimed by eyewitnesses to measure around 3.28 metres (10 
feet 9 inches tall), was unearthed by laborers while ploughing a vineyard in November 1856 in 
East Wheeling, now in West Virginia.  

• Robert Lyman 1872 Seneca Township, Noble County, Ohio, 3 skeletons, all were at the very least 
eight feet tall, with bone structure in proportion to their height. These skeletons all had double 
rows of teeth.  

• 1875 Workmen were constructing a bridge near the mouth of Paw Paw Creek at Rivesville. 
While digging through heavy clay soil they were astonished to uncover three giant skeletons 
strands of reddish hair clinging to the skulls. A local doctor was called to examine the remains.  

• 1876 J.N. DeHart, M.D. found vertebrae "larger than those of the present type" in Wisconsin 
mounds in 1876.  

• 1877 W.H.R. Lykins uncovered skull bones "of great size and thickness" in mounds of Kansas City 
area in 1877.  

• 1878 Ashtabula County, Ohio. Mounds  excavated on land belonging to Peleg Sweet, yielded a 
skull and jaw large enough that the skull would cover Sweet's head and the jaw could be easily 

http://nephiliman.com/ancient_giants_mound_builders.html
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slipped over his face. Excavating further, they discovered these mounds contained the graves 
estimated between two and three thousand. Many of the other skeletons found were of 
gigantic proportions.  

• In 1879, a 9'8'' skeleton was excavated from a mound near Brewersville, Indiana by George W. 
Hill, M.D., A mica necklace still hung around the giant's neck. The bones, which were stored in a 
grain mill, were swept away in the 1937 flood.  

• Indianapolis News, Nov 10, 1975 .... "The giant skeleton was examined by scientists from Indiana 
and New York, and it remained in the possession of Mr. Robinson, who owned the land on 
which the mound stood. Unfortunately, the curious bones were washed away in a flood in 1937. 

• 1880, A skeleton which is reported to have been of enormous dimensions was found in a clay 
coffin, with a sandstone slab containing hieroglyphics, during mound explorations by a Dr 
Everhart near Zanesville, Ohio. (American Antiquarian, v3, 1880, pg61).  

• 1880 An excavation in Brush Creek Township, Muskingurn County yielded the bones of men and 
women, buried in couples. The length of their skeletons exceeding eight and even nine feet! The 
excavation was started in early December 1870. The Brush Creek Tablet was found among 
skeletons of people over 8 and 9 feet tall in Muskigum County, Ohio, in the early 1880's. The 
whereabouts of the Tablet today are unknown.  

• 1881 "In digging the cellar of the house, nine human skeletons were found, and, like such 
specimens from other ancient mounds of the country, they showed that the Mound Builders 
were men of large stature. The skeletons were not found lying in such a manner as would 
indicate any arrangement of the bodies on the part of the entombers. In describing the tomb, 
Mr. Albert Harris said: "it looked as if the bodies had been dumped into a ditch. Some of them 
were buried deeper than others, the lower one being about seven feet below the surface." 
When the skeletons were found, Mr. Harris was twenty years of age, yet he states that he could 
put one of the skulls over his head, and let it rest upon his shoulders, while wearing a fur cap at 
the same time. The large size of all the bones was remarked, and the teeth were described as 
"double all the way round."  

• 1883 "Two miles from Mandan, on the bluffs near the junction of the Hart and Missouri Rivers, 
reports the local newspaper, the Pioneer,  an old Cemetery of fully 100 acres in extent filled with 
bones of a giant race. This vast city of the dead lies just east of the Fort Lincoln road. The ground 
has the appearance of having been filled with trenches piled full of dead bodies, both man and 
beast, and covered with several feet of earth. In many places mounds from 8 to 10 feet high, 
and some of them 100 feet or more in length, have been thrown up and are filled with bones, 
broken pottery, vases of various bright colored flint, and agates ... showing the work of a people 
skilled in the arts and possessed of a high state of civilization. This has evidently been a grand 
battlefield, where thousands of men ... have fallen. ...Five miles above Mandan, on the opposite 
side of the Missouri, is another vast cemetery, as yet unexplored. We asked an aged Indian what 
his people knew of these ancient grave yards. He answered: "We know nothing about them. 
They were here before the red man."  

• The Scientific American 1883 Ten skeletons "of both sexes and of gigantic size" were taken from 
a mound at Warren, Minnesota, 1883. (St. Paul Pioneer Press, May 23, 1883)  

• 1884 A skeleton 7 feet 6 inches long was found in a massive stone structure that was likened to 
a temple chamber within a mound in Kanawha County, West Virginia, in 1884. (American 
Antiquarian, v6, 1884 133f.  
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• Cyrus Thomas, Report on Mound Explorations of the Bureau of Ethnology, 12th Annual Report, 
Smithsonian Bureau of Ethnology, 1890-91).  In Minnesota, in 1888, were discovered remains of 
seven skeletons 7 to 8 feet tall. (St. Paul Pioneer Press, June 29, 1888). 7 skeletons, placed in a 
sitting position, were uncovered from a burial mound near Clearwater, Minnesota. The highly 
unusual skulls had double rows of teeth in both the upper and lower jaws. It was also noted that 
the foreheads were low and sloping, compared to "normal" human skulls.  

• 1892 "Where Proctorville now stands was one day part of a well paved city, but I think the 
greatest part of it is now in the Ohio river. Only a few mounds, there; one of which was near the 
C. Wilgus mansion and contained a skeleton of a very large person, all double teeth, and sound, 
in a jaw bone that would go over the jaw with the flesh on, of a large man; The common burying 
ground was well filled with skeletons at a depth of about 6 feet. Part of the pavement was of 
boulder stone and part of well-preserved brick."  

• Ironton Register 1895 A mound on the outskirts of Toledo, Ohio, yielded 20 skeletons, seated 
and facing east with jaws and teeth "twice as large as those of present-day people," each 
skeleton had a large bowl with "curiously wrought hieroglyphic figures." (Chicago Record, Oct. 
24, 1895; cited by Ron G. Dobbins, NEARA Journal, v13, fall 1978).  

• 1896 The skeleton of a huge man was uncovered at the Beckley farm, Lake Koronis, Minnesota; 
while at Moose Island and Pine City, bones of other giants came to light. (St. Paul Globe, Aug. 
12, 1896). 

• In 1903, at Fish Creek, Montana, Professor S. Farr and his group of Princeton University students 
came across several burial mounds. They unearthed the skeleton of a man about 9 feet tall. 
Next to him lay the bones of a woman, who had been almost as tall  

In addition to all these 
reports, giant skeletons 
were located in several 
earthen mounds in WV 
including Criel Mound and 
other mound sites. 
Skeletons were also found 
in a mound associated with 
the Serpent Mound in OH. 
Another report also 
identified skeletons found 
in mounds in WI.  

So, what culture were these 
giants, when they were in 
North American and why 
did some of them bury their 
dead in the mound? 

While studying the cultures in North America who built the mounds and other cultures they traded with, 
we did not identify the culture of the giants in our report published in late May 2022. Our research 
indicates that the culture is from Northern Africa and probably related to the Tuareg Nomadic Tribes. It is 
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estimated those people traveled 
to North America around the late 
1100’s CE and remained in the 
Northern Continent through 
approximately 1400 CE and maybe 
longer if more research of the sites 
can be accomplished. Their reason 
for coming to North American is 
likely persecution from the 
Muslims who gave them a choice 
to adopt their religion or be killed. 
Some did and other fled.  

Because of their close-knit tribal 
and family cultural lives, there was 
likely a significant amount of 
inbreeding in the Tuareg tribes 
resulting in some gigantism as has been shown to occur in the medical journal accounts and throughout 
the African continent.  

The Tuareg tribes did not possess maritime skills but the Berger Moor people in NW Africa did. The Berger 
Moor people have been identified as having been in eastern VA in the 1300s so they had the skills to sail 
to North America. It is estimated, the Tuareg people landed on the Gulf coast with several ships around 
1190 CE and followed the rivers north to find new places to live in peace. It is further estimated that the 
Berger Moor ships returned to Africa several times to pick up more Tuareg people. The numbers that 
arrived in North American are estimated to be around 400 people. Since the Tuareg people were in North 
American from the 1200’s, they likely encountered the Welsh who arrived in 1170-1174 CE. There are 
accounts of finding giant skeletons at sites of where the Welsh lived on the Ohio River in IN.  

Giant Skeletons in WV and OH and Mounds 

The Criel Mound in South Charleston, WV had a number of giant skeletons buried in the mound. The Criel 
Mound was built by the Chontal Maya from 763 CE until about 900 CE. Thus, the mound was unoccupied 
after the Tuareg arrived around in the Gulf coast around 1200 CE. It is estimated that the Tuareg people 
did not arrive in the vicinity of the Criel Mound until about 1225 CE probably following the Mississippi 
River to the Ohio River than to the Kanawha River.  

The giants of the Tuareg people were not considered the elite of the tribe or the best warriors but they 
had a place of honor due to their size. It is probably because of a sense of protection the giants afforded 
the tribe that it was decided to bury them in the mound site. Beginning around 1240 CE and continuing 
until the Tuaregs left the area in 1350 CE, the giants were buried in the mound site.  

Another giant skeleton was found in the burial mound adjacent to the Serpent Mound in OH. It was also 
Tuareg. 

Considering the many accounts of giants found buried in the central US, it is likely the Tuaregs spread out 
across the region in tribal villages and buried their dead including the giants in places where their villages 
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were located. When there was a mound site nearby, they seemed to have used that for burials of their 
giant members as a place of honor.  

The Evidence 

Other than a plethora of reports of giants buried throughout the eastern US, there are seeming no bones 
or full skeletons available to examine. Multiple reports state that some of these skeletons were in the 
hands of the Smithsonian but the Smithsonian denies this fact. Reports of a coverup appear often in the 
press. If any bones could be found, then DNA testing could occur to validate the culture and gigantism 
traits. Assuming the Tuareg tribes were here in North American in the 1200’s CE, that would be the first 
African races existing here long before slavery occurred. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


